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Foreword

—~olo—

Like all countries, small or large, Tibet had its own military to protect itself against
foreign invasion and harassment, until it lost its independence. Unfortunately, even
though the Tibetan army played a very important role in the preservation of Tibet ’s
independent status and the protection of its people against enemies throughout the
country’s history, appropriate due attention has not been paid to its historiography.
The result is that there is hardly any literature available about the Tibetan army.

It is therefore a great pleasute for us that Mr. Namgyal Wangdu, a retired army
officer in the Special Frontier Force (SFF), who also served in the traditional Tibetan
army before 1959, has composed a Tibetan military history. The volume illustrates
in detail how the Tibetan army evolved throughout history and the various wars it
has fought with foreign forces up until 1959.

This volume may not be technically a scholarly work, but because it is the first
comprehensive history of the Tibetan army this volume will definitely serve as an
important source of reference for the study of Tibetan history and its political status
pre 1959 in general, and about Tibetan military history in particular. The Library
of Tibetan Works and Archives is very happy to make this volume available in the
complete English translation, as a part of the library’s extensive activities for the
preservation and promotion of Tibetan culture and history.

This book on the Tibetan Army unfortunately also contains stories of killing
between the Chinese and the Tibetan army. You will be able to clearly see the
helplessness of the Tibetans in the face of the massive Chinese invasion of our
country first of all, and secondly that repeated efforts to find a peaceful solution
had no effect on the Chinese 'eaders. This book also makes it clear that the
relations between Tibet, at least since the communist takeover of China has been a
relationship of continuous deceprtion, lies and cold-blooded distortion of facts from
the Chinese side versus a sustain:d attitude of trust and hope from the Tibetan side.
The Chinese side had a determined strategy that they should invade Tibet through
deceptive means in the ‘sweet name’ of liberation and so forth, for their own gain.

The book also tells the ste:y of how Tibetans are treated by their two big
neighbors, cne which so generously provided a home and healing for the Tibetan
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refugees in their country and the another which ruthlessly invaded, looted and
murdered Tibetans and in many cases forced them out from their own country.

This book also gives the message that if the world, and humanity, and especially
the leaders of the world support only those bigger countries that have the allure of
money and business, and completely turn a blind eye and shut off their conscience
to truth, justice and the long term well-being of this planet, the whole of humanity
will suffer, and suffer terribly, whether by conflict, recession, environmental
degradation or increasing shortage of natural resources like water.

It also illustrates the pertinent truth to Tibetans and others in a similar situation
that unless you take care of yourself no one can really take care of you, in the true
ultimate sense of the term.

The translator, Yeshi Dhondup, is on the staff of the Research and Translation
Department of LTWA. His enthusiasm and hard work has made this translation
possible, despite the many challenges that were presented by such an endeavor. 1
would like to thank him for this great translation as well as the research that he has
undertaken to complement the text with the necessary footnotes and references. I
also would like to thank Dawa Tsering, an ex-Tibetan army officer in Tibet who had
personally experienced the conflict with the Chinese army as detailed in this book.
It is mainly his initiative and insistence that helped us translate and publish this
English version. I also like to thank Mr. Matt Gruninger, the former Head of the
Tibet Relief Committee, for looking after the expenses incurred in translating and
publishing this two volume book on the Political and Military History of Tibet.

We dedicate this publication to all the Tibetan soldiers who laid down their
precious lives for the sake of the Dharma, polity and people of Tibet.



Chapter Eleven

The Invasion of Tibet by Manchu Lu Chun’s Army, & their
Expulsion from Tibet

ol

A. Manchu Lu Chun’s army invades Tibet

To understand the history of the Chinese invasion of Tibet, I have to go back a
little in time. As mentioned previously, in 1896 when the Chakla T'u-Ssu (local
ruler) reized Dranagshogsum (sbra nag shog gsum) (in Nyagrong), the warlord of
Sichuan (Chao Erh-feng) sent troops under an officer named T’ang-li to back
him. The army of T ang-li carried out extensive killings, looting and plundering
in these areas, and finally arrested the Derge king, the queen and the two princes,
and took them to Chengdu, where they were imprisoned. The troops also stole a
large amount of their religious treasures and other property.

The Tibetan government sent a defensive force and also sent representatives by
sea to Peking for talks. Soon after that, T ang-li withdrew his troops from the area.
The king and queen of Derge died in prison, but the two princes were rescued by
the Tibetan government. The elder son, A-kya, took his father’s place, the power
of Derge was restored and the situation returned to normal. However, shortly after
that, in 1904, Chang We-len of Dartsedo (Tachienlu) dispatched a large number
of troops to mine gold near Garthar Monastery of Dots, which was founded by
the Seventh Dalai Lama. Fighting broke out between the Chinese miners and the
monks. The Chinese killed or wounded many monks and sacked the monastery.
They also attacked neighbouring monasteries such as Dhondup Ling, Dechen Ling
and Ngophu, causing tremendous destruction and oppression.

In 1905, on his way to Lhasa, Feng Chien, the new Amban to Lhasa, recruited
local men from Litang into his army. He resided in Batang for a long time, during
which he extorted food from Chode Monastery, inducted many monks into his
army and forced many others to become farmers. This was too much for the local
people, lay and monastic, who finally revolted and killed him, along with some
of his servants'. In the wake of this incident, the Chinese General Ma Wei-ch'i’
reached Batang leading a large number of troops, burned down the monastery,
destroyed many sacred objects and executed all those who were involved in the
incident. Soon after that, Chao Erh-feng also arrived in Batang, along with his
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troops. En route, he stopped in Litang where he captured the two chiefs, beheaded
their chamberlains and stole all the money and vaiuables from their headquarters.
On arrival in Batang, he indiscriminately had 322 people, both monks and lairy,
beheaded, and destroyed the monastery altogether and looted all of its property. The
chieftain of Batang, along with his family, were taken to Sichuan and imprisoned
there. Accusing Chatreng Samphel Ling Monastery of having conspired with Ba
Chode Monastery, they burned down the monastery and killed around 1,200
people, both monks and laity, and committed other such heinous crimes.

In 1906, four elderly monks from Gangkar Namgyal Ling Monastery went
to surrender to Chao Erh-feng, but he beheaded them on the spot. He also killed
two aged caretakers of the monastery and three local Tibetan men. He then raided
Yangteng Monastery and beheaded 48 monks. The rest of the monks managed to
escape. All the sacred objects, property, horses and cattle of the monastery were seized.
They melted the bronze and copper statues to make bullets. They used religious texts
to line the soles of their shoes, and burned the rest.

In November 1906, Din Kon-tai led a military expedition into Tibet, killing
25 monks of Dzogang Dzongo Monastery and beheading nine of the monks who
surrendered to him. He seized 1,000 kha/* measure of grain, and all the swords and
guns from the 60 families of Dzira Bese and Do Chupa villages. His army burned
down the monasteries of Tsawa Menkhung and Lhundup, and sacked Buliog,
Jangmar and Drayel, stealing innumerable quantities of grain and cattle, and using
military force without restraint. The Tibetan government, on the other hand, was
not in a position to send adequate troops to safeguard the northeastern border areas
of Tibet against the Chinese incursions, since Tibet had just fought the Anglo-
Tibetan war (1904), which forced the Thirteenth Dalai Lama to flee to Mongolia
and even the combined strength of local forces was insufficient to protect their own
territories. The situation was therefore disastrous.

In the meantime, the elder and younger princes of Derge had a dispute over
their dominions (mnga’ ris). Akya [Dorji Senge], the elder brother, came to Lhasa to
present his case. The government issued an order reprimanding the younger brother,
and sent the elder brother back to Derge escorted by a small force made up of soldiers
from the three regions of Marzosangsum (Markham, Dzora and Sangnyen). This
restored peace temporarily, but later that year, Akya and his supporters suddenly
captured his younger brother and imprisoned him, and persecuted his supporters.
The younger brother’s supporters secretly mobilized troops and released him from
prison. Thereafter, they enlisted men from Dzachuka and Golok, preparing for civil
war. The governors of Nyarong and Kham tried to mediate as best as they could,
but in 1908, Sichuanese troops invaded Kham, massacring, looting and destroying
monasteries, and under the pretext of supporting Akya, they entered Derge and
seized power.
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Prompted by these events, the Tibetan government as well as several monasteries
of Kham sent emissaries and petitions one after another to the Dalai Lama, who
was on a visit to Mongolia and China. Therefore, halting his religious activities
in China for the time being, the Dalai Lama left Peking on December 21, 1908
heading for Tibet. Before he left, he expressly requested the regent Prince Chun®, the
father of Manchu emperor Xuantong?, to continue the “priest-patron relationship”
between China and Tibet as before. En route, the Dalai Lama stopped at Kumbum
Monastery in Domé. The younger Derge prince Ngawang Jampal, along with his
senior officials, came there to plead his case. The Dalai Lama granted him the rank
of dapon (mda’ dpon) ¢, middle rank post in the Tibetan government, and promised
to help him in every possible way.

In that year (1908), new Tibetan currency coins were struck in Lhasa. The silver
coin in the denomination of 1 srang’ had on one side a figure of a lion in the centre
and the inscription “Ganden Phodrang Chokle Namgyal®” in Tibetan running around
the border. The obverse of the coin had a flaming jewel (nor bu me ‘bar) at the centre
and the inscription “43rd year of the 15th Rabjung” along the edge. Copper coins in
the values of 2% zho and 1 zho 5 kar were also struck, with a double square design
(pa tra) in the centre on one side, and a flaming jewel with the inscription “Ganden
Phodrang Chokle Namgyal” running around the border on the back.’

On 15th day of the 4th month of 1909, the Dalai Lama left Kumbum, seen
off by a large crowd of Chinese, Tibetans and Mongolians. He travelled via Nagchu
and Reting, and arrived at Purchok Hermitage (near Lhasa) where he was received
with a grand welcome ceremony arranged by his prime ministers Shatra, Sholkhang
and Changkyim.'® They had their investiture audience (gsar mjal)''with the Dalai
Lama. On the 9th day of the eleventh month, the Dalai Lama arrived in Lhasa
amidst a grand reception organized by Tibetan government ofhcials, monks and lay
people, with a parade by the Tibetan army. People, both monastic and lay, joined
in presenting welcome performances and extensive offerings to him, including a
golden seal bearing an inscription in the uchen, lanssa and Mongolian scripts'. The
first Tibetan Foreign Affairs Office was established, headed by Khenchung Gyaltsen
Phuntsok and Rimshi Khemepa Rinchen Wangyal.

In 1906, China and Britain declared'® that they accepted the Anglo-Tibetan
Treaty signed in Lhasa [in 1904]", but did not inform or consult Tibet about
that. In 1908, when the British, Tibetan and Chinese representatives met in
Calcurta (nowadays Kolkota) to negotiate a treaty on trade regulation,’” Kalon
Tsarong [Wangchuk Gyalpo], the Tibetan representative, signed the treaty at his
own discretion, without consulting the Dalai Lama and the Tiberan government.
Because of this mistake and suspicions about his connection with the Chinese,
Kalon Tsarong and his son were murdered during the Sino-Tibetan war of the
Water-Rat year [1912] in Lhasa, as explained below.
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In 1907, Russia and Britain concluded a secret treaty on Persia, Afghanistan and
Tibet at St. Petersburg without the knowledge of the Tibetan government.'® The
treaty said that both parties should involve China in political matters concerning
Tibet, while the British had the right to deal directly with Tibet on trade issues and
Russia with Tibet on religious matters. This contravened the Anglo-Tibetan treaty
signed in Lhasa in 1904, which reiterated Tibet’s independence, and Britian thus
became an object of criticism for duplicity and unreliablilty, changing its policy in
accordance with the situation for its own advantage.

B. Lu Chun’s troops arrive in Lhasa and the Thirteenth Dalai Lama
proceeds to India, along with his retinue

Concerning Lu Chun’s army advance on Lhasa in 1908, it was said that the
Amban in Lhasa used a distorted interpretation of the British-Tibetan-Chinese
Trade Convention to justify Chao Erh-feng ordering Lu Chun’s army to march
into Tibet. When the Thirteenth Dalai Lama went to Peking, he emphatically
told the Manchu government that the relation between Tibet and China was only
that of “Uncle and Nephew (dbon zhang)”V, and that they were separate from
each other, as was evident from steles bearing the inscriptions of Sino-Tibetan
treaties, which have endured to this day. He reminded them that the Great Fifth
established “Priest and Patron” relationship with the Manchu emperor Xuanchi,
and that the two nations shared a relation of mutual cooperation rather than
supremacy of one over the other. He further told them that some officials of
Sichuan and Yunnan, and Manchu Ambans in Lhasa, misinterpreting the Sino-
Tibetan relationship, had annexed parts of Kham and were treating the people
cruelly. He asked them to withdraw all of those Manchu officials immediately, to
restore the “priest-patron” relationship between Tibet and China and to extend
support to the British-Tibetan trade agreement in every possible way. The Manchu
government consented.

After that, the Manchu government offered a gold seal with the inscription
“The Seal of All-knowing Dalai Lama Vajradhara, the Lord of all the Buddhists in
the Western Realm, Who is Obedient to the State,”'® but the Dalai Lama declined
it. Later on, when he was in Xining, the Manchu government again offered to him
a gold seal with a slight change in the wording of the previous gold seal, which now
read as the “All-knowing Dalai Lama Vajradhara, the Lord of all the Buddhists in
the Western Realm, Who Respects the State,”"” which too was refused and sent
back. This made the Manchu emperor and his ministers feel that the Dalai Lama
was not loyal to them, and they ordered General Chao Erh-feng to dispatch Lu
Chun’s troops to Tibet.
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The Manchu government’s representative in Calcurta Chang Yingtang, after
making an agreement on the amendment of trade regulations among Britain, Tibet
and China in Calcutta with the Tibetan government’s representative Lonchen
Tsarong Wangchuk Gyalpo, arrived in Lhasa by way of Darjeeling. Soon he started
to interfere a lot in the Tibetan political affairs.

It was mentioned in the trade agreement that 6,000 Chinese troops were to
be stationed at various trade marts in Tibet as security forces. Under this pretext,
with the real aim of controlling Tibet, more than ten thousand Chinese troops
marched into Tibet and set up headquarters in Chamdo. They also announced
that all the areas from Dartsedo 1o Kongpo Gyamda had been incorporated into
Xikang prefecture of Sichuan province, and set up Chinese signboards in these areas
and so on, with no regard for law or custom of Tibet. The Tibetan government
and all the people therefore strongly protested to the Peking government and sent
several letters through Ambans at different times detailing Chao Erh-feng's criminal
actions in Kham, such as sacking monasteries and houses, looting and killing people.
The Tibetan government requested that the Manchu government withdraw all its
civil and military officials and troops from Tibet, stating that there was no need
for Lu Chun’s troops to be in Tibet to police the trade marts because the Tibetan
government had its own police force to guard them. The Manchu government did
not acknowledge the letters. The Tibetan government therefore sent officials to
Calcutta to telegraph the Chinese Foreign Affairs Ofhce and Military Department,
and a copy of the message was sent to the British government of India, along with
a petition requesting its support.

The Manchu Amban in Lhasa brought many troops in Lhasa in addition to
his bodyguard troops, and also asked Lu Chun’s forces to proceed to Lhasa as soon
as possible. Therefore, all the people, monks and troops of U-Tsang and Kham
resolved to fight the Chinese. However, since the Dalai Lama was not yet back
in Lhasa from Mongolia and China, the Kashag and the National Assembly of
Tibet (bod liong tshogs du)™, followed the strategy of peaceful reconciliation with
the Chinese for the time being, and sent emissaries to the Dalai Lama, requesting
his immediate return to Lhasa. By the time the Dalai Lama arrived in Lhasa, the
Chinese troops had already penetrated into Kham and were marching towards
Lhasa with the excuse of coming to police the trade marts. To stop the Chinese
troops moving further into Central Tibet, the Tibetan government sent Khenchung
Jamcho (Jampa Chosang), along with seven assistants, with a letter from the Kashag
and the Tibetan National Assembly, to negotiate with them. They met the Chinese
troops at Tar Dzong, a few days after the Chinese left Chamdo. Without bothering
to talk, the Chinese troops arrested all eight members of the Tibetan delegation and
beheaded them on arrival at Kongpo Gyamda, en route to Lhasa; such was their
illegal and oppressive actions.



6 Political & Military History of Tibet Vol-II

The Dalai Lama was about to reach Lhasa and Monlam Chenmo, or the Great
Prayer Festival,* wasabout to start. Disturbed by the prospect that the Chinese troops
would create tremendous disturbances after their arrival in Lhasa, representatives
from the Tibetan National Assembly, Tita, the Gurkha ambassador to Lhasa and
leaders of Kashmir Muslim community went out to persuade the Chinese troops,
wherever they met them on the way, to stop. However, despite their best efforts,
the Chinese did not listen. Finally, on the 3rd day of the first month of that year
(1908), the advance Chinese cavalry arrived in Lhasa. The Amban (Lien Yu) and
his assistant staff happily went to Lhadong Shenka (the ferry near the river to the
east of Lhasa) to receive them. During that evening, both the Chinese cavalry and
infantry soldiers marched through the streets of Barkor up to the Lupuk Yamen?'.
Yu fired on Tibetan soldiers and police in each locality, leaving many of them dead
or wounded, and arriving in front of the Tsuglakhang Temple, fired many shots. At
that time, when Taiji Phunkhang Tashi Dorji, who was in charge of the Great Prayer
Festival, with Tsedron Jamyang Gyaltsen, was coming down from the Potala Palace,
after a meeting, to make seating arrangements at the Tsuglakhang temple, they met
the Chinese soldiers on the way, and were fired on. Phunkang was only injured,
but his horse, one servant and the Tsedron were killed. They took Phunkhang to
the Yamen, beating him along the way. Turning towards the Potala Palace where
the Dalai Lama resided, they fired nine shots in the air, clearly demonstrating their
intention of seizing his power over Tibet. All the people therefore remained ready
to fight against them. At that time, the Tibetans could easily have defeated the
Chinese force, made up of a few bodyguards of the Amban and the newly arrived
troops, who lacked resources in all respects, and also the Tibetans had the advantage
of being in their own land. Nevertheless, since fighting would take the lives of many
people, both Chinese and Tibetan, and moreover, the outcome was unpredictable,
the Dalai Lama advised his people to be patient and peaceful. He and his ministers
decided to flee for the time being for the benefit of the religion and polity of Tibet,
and to remain in continuous contact with Peking and to request it to withdraw all
the Chinese troops. That night, the Dalai Lama called the throne-holder of Ganden
Tsemonling Hutuktu® to his residence, appointed him as the regent and gave him
detailed instructions on handling the political affairs and offering silver coins (tam
dkar) for the Great Prayer Festival, besides other duties. Khenchen Neushag Khyenrab
Phuntsok was appointed as assistant to the Regent. In that very night, the Dalai
Lama left Lhasa, accompanied by prime ministers Shatra, Sholkang and Changkyim,
Master Chamberlain Ngoshiwa, Kalon Sarjungwa and deputy ministers Samdup
Phodrang and Lama Gungtang Tenzin Wangpo, escorted by an elite bodyguard, and
crossed the Rama Gang (ferry crossing across the Kyichu, south of Lhasa). The next
morning, when the Chinese at the Yamen heard of the flight of the Dalai Lama, they
immediately held a meeting, and a Chinese army commander named Wu** and a
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Chinese named Gyamabo Chuchik of Ramoche Gyalgodong” promised to pursue
the Dalai Lama. Leading a few hundred mounted soldiers, the two officers rode in
hot pursuit of the Dalai Lama. Reaching Chaksam Chuwori next day, the Dalai
Lama and his party heard that Chinese troops were chasing them. They therefore
hurried on to Samdhing Monastery* in Yamdrok, leaving some of his bodyguards
behind at the Chaksam ferry” as a rearguard. Led by Chensel Namgang, also known
as Dasang Dradul, and Caprain Kalsang Dradul of the Drapchi Regiment, the
rearguard occupied strategic positions on the mountain behind Chaksam. When the
Chinese troops arrived, they actacked them with various kinds of weapons, indluding
machineguns, using strategy and military skills and courage, for two consecutive days
and nights. Having suffered heavy casualties, the Chinese troops finally gave up the
pursuit of the Dalai Lama and returned. Therefore, in recognition of their valiant feac
of resistance, Dasang Dradul was rewarded with membership of the Tsarong family*
through marriage, and Captain Kaldam (Kalsang Dradul] of the Drapchi Regiment
was promoted to the rank of Colonel.

On the eve of his departure from Samdhing, the Dalai Lama sent a messenger
with a letter to the British Trade Agent [Basil Gould] at Changlo in Gyantse?,
to send a petition to the government of British India, with the request to allow
him to enter India and to assist him, should it be necessary. Then, along with his
entourage, the Dalai Lama crossed the Kharo-la pass, travelling on through Ralung
and upper and lower Nyangru. After that, when the party crossed the Phari Dang-
la pass, they faced great hardship, riding through snow up to their stirrups. They
stopped at the lower monastery of Phari.

The people of both monastic and lay communities along the route lent
excellent help for the Dalai Lama’s security day and night. At Phari, the Dalai Lama
was received by the British Trade Agent, who escorted him, accompanied by his
bodyguard, up to Dromo (Yatung)*. The Trade Agent and two army officers from
Gyantse* had also come to meet the Dalai Lama at Phari, and joined his retinue.
Manchu commander Tung Li in Dromo also met the Dalai Lama and requested
him to stay temporarily at either Dromo or Phari. Replying that he would consider
this, the Dalai Lama rode on.

There was a small Chinese garrison near the gate of the upper Dromo. The
local people [of Phari and Dromo] declared that no Chinese should come out
of their houses on the day the Dalai Lama passed through or else they would
destroy all of them. As a result, the Dalai Lama and his entourage managed to pass
smoothly through the garrison, reaching lower Dromo by the evening. Although
the Dalai Lama had planned to stay temporarily near Dromo Nadong with the aim
of negotiating with the Peking government, hearing of the arrival of Manchu troops
in Phari in pursuit of him, he felt unable to remain there and decided to proceed,
along with his entire entourage, to India.
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Previously when the British troops came to Lhasa, the Dalai Lama was forced
to go to Mongolia and China, and this time he had to seek protection from the
British government of India. Therefore, there was a big alteration in Tibet’s political
and religious relationship with these countries. When the Dalai Lama and his party
left Geteng Koti house in Dromo, he left a letter with McDonald*, a British officer,
who was acquainted with Tibetans for many years, to be forwarded to the British
government of India through the Political Officer of Sikkim. In the letter, the Dalai
Lama said:

Recently a large Chinese cavalry arrived in Lhasa and they are greatly oppressing the
Tibetan people. They fired on the Police force and people of Lhasa, killing or wounding
many of them. Due to danger to my life, I, together with my six ministers, had to leave
Lhasa to seek asylum in India for the time being, with an intention to consult and
getting help from the British government. Since my departure from Lhasa I have been
greatly harrased on the road. A force of two hundred Chinese troops from a Chinese
camp at Dham pursued me up to Chaksam bridge. A group of my bodyguards stayed
back to stop the Chinese force, and a fighting took place between them there. In the
fight, seventy Chinese soldiers and two Tibetan soldiers were killed.

I have left the Regent and acting ministers at Lhasa, and gave them instructions
about their duties and responsibilities. I and the ministers who accompany me have
brought our official seals with us. I have received warm reception and assistance from the
representatives of the British government during my journey, for which I am grateful.
The relations between the British government and Tibetan government is similar to
that of a father to his children, and I therefore believe that the British government

will give us protection and necessary guidance. I hope to give full information on my
arrival in India.*?

Thereafter, having crossed Dzaleb-la pass, the Dalai Lama and his entourage
arrived at Kalimpong, where they were received with great honour by the British
government’s representative and Bhutanese government's representative Raja Kazi
Ogyan Dorji. The Dalai Lama stayed at Raja Kazi's residence (presently called
the Lower Koti of Kapuk)* for a week as his guest. After that, he proceeded to
Darjeeling, staying at a house called Patabuk Koti, which had been arranged to
him by the Indian government. Sir Charles Bell [1870-1945]%, the Political
Officer in Sikkim, acted as his liaison with the British government. The Deputy
Commissioner of Darjeeling was assigned the responsibility of his security and
other necessary facilities from the area, and he offered his best service to him. From
Darjeeling, through the British government, the Dalai Lama sent seven telegrams,
one after the other, to the Manchu government of China, writing in detail about
the unlawful activities of the Ambans and Chinese civil and military personnel in
Tibet, and requesting it to withdraw all its troops from Tibet, leaving none behind.
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However, far from replying to those telegrams, the Manchu emperor declared in
many Chinese newspapers that he had deposed the Dalai Lama, and that he would
choose the next Dalai Lama by means of the golden-urn method*®. Posters were
pasted and pampbhlets were distributed in Lhasa circulating the same report. In this
way, disregarding the Tibetan government and the Tibetan people—the owners of
Tibet—the Manchu troops not only invaded Tibet but aslo openly demonstrated
the extremely repressive nature of their militarism. This further intensified the
Tibetan people’s anger and hatred towards them, ultimately leading to widespread
resistance movements in various parts of Tibet.

After that, the Dalai Lama followed the policy of not making direct negotiation
with the Manchu emperor or the Chinese government. Evoking the Anglo-Tibetan
treaty of 1904, he asked the British government to intercede with the Manchu
government on behalf of the Tibetans. After that, at the invitation of the British
government, the Dalai Lama and his entourage proceeded from Darjeeling to
Calcutra by a special train (on a small mountain railway) and by a boat on the River
Ganges. There, he was given a warm and elaborate reception by a large crowd of
British army and civil officers, with artillery shots in his honour, military parade
and salutes by guards of honour, and he was-escorted in a regal carriage drawn by
four horses to Hastings House, the residential palace of the British Viceroy for
India. Attendants and guides were assigned to him. The Dalai Lama and his retinue
stayed there as guests.

On March 14, 1910, during discussion about Tibet’s issue with the Viceroy of
India, Lord Minto,*” the Dalai Lama recounted to him the details of the past and
the current situation in Tibet and requested his help in the future. Lord Minto
expressed his pleasure to meet him, and told him that he would report all details of
their discussion to his government and that he would inform the Dalai Lama later
when the reply came from his government. The record of their conversation has
been archived amongst the secret documents of the British government. Thereafter,
Minto took the Dalai Lama sightseeing to various towns. The British government
offered extraordinary hospitality to the Dalai Lama with great honour in Calcutra,
but it did not give any clear-cut replies to him on Tibet's issue for a quite long time,
because immediate changes were expected in China due to active revolutionary
riots taking place in China at that time.

In Tibet, all the people, monastic and laity, stopped cooperation with the
Chinese, and began to confront them, overtly, internally and secretly, and they put
dungs on the Chinese posters and banners. Whenever there were ofhcial ceremonies
and functions, the robes of the Dalai Lama were brought, and the government offices
were opened and closed daily as if the Dalai Lama were present. The Amban [did not
like this and] therefore bothered the Tibetan government on various excuses. They
replaced the Tibetan police force in Lhasa with Chinese troops, and ransacked and
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robbed all the government and private treasures. They accused the government of not
doing justice in Tengyeling Demo’s case in 1899 and raised old issues. When the
government officials and some individual Tibetans secretly went to deliver gifts to the
Dalai Lama in Darjeeling, the Manchus stopped or arrested them on the way. In such
ways, using their military power, the Manchus engaged in many unlawful things at
their will without restraint.

Khenche Neushag, the assistant to the Regent, was honest in his official duties
and popular among the people. The two Ambans, making false accusations against
him, ordered his arrest and execution. Due to strong protests from the people, on
27 August (1910), instead of murdering him, they put a cangue around his neck
and banished him to Dartsedo, where he died within one year.

The Manchus oppressed the Tibetan people by imposing different types of
taxes, such as grain tax (rgya bru), resources for Chinese (rgya gsos), money to
buy pigs, firewood, fodder, horses, pack animals and corvée. Therefore, people in
various parts of Tibet revolted against the Manchu officials and troops, but also
stopped providing them with resources, horses, pack animals and so on, causing
much difficulty to the Manchus in Tibet. The government officials, members
of the Three Monastic Seats and Tibetan masses protested, and argued with the
Manchus on the issue of the deposition of the Dalai Lama. Since the situation in
Lhasa deteriorated day by day, the Manchu emperor issued an order to the Amban:
“General Lo T’i-t'ai has been already sent to resolve the matter. As per the telegrams
from the Foreign Affairs Office and Military Department of China, you should
invite the Dalai Lama back to Lhasa.” Accordingly, in the ninth Tibetan month
that year, the Amban went to Darjeeling, and deceitfully requested the Dalai Lama
to return to Tibet, saying that the Chinese would not interfere in the powers of
the Dalai Lama and internal affairs of Tibet, and that peace had been restored in
Tibet. He also approached the cabinet ministers. However, the Dalai Lama replied
in both written and verbal communication that it was impossible for him to return
to Tibet until and unless there was a concrete solution to the Sino-Tibetan problem
through mediation by the British government. He handed a letrer, written in Tibetan
and Mongolian languages, dated 13th day of the ninth Tibetan month of that year
[1910], bearing his official seal, to General Lo T’i-t'ai to be forwarded to Peking. I
have not copied here the full body of the letter, but the gist of the letter is as follow:

In the past since the time of the first Dalai Lama, by virtue of the “priest-patron”
relationship between Tibet and China, China protected Tibet. The Dalai Lamas and
Manchu emperors exchanged honorific titles. Tibet has been an independent country
since ancient times. The Manchus disregarded the “priest-patron” relationship of Tibet
and China, even the Dalai Lama’s rule over Tibet. It is now impossible for Tibet to
continue the formal relationship with China. Tibet henceforth will not make contact

with China without mediation by the British.*
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The above letter, in which the Dalai Lama had presented his real views for Tibet's
independence, was regarded as the guiding principle for Tibet's policy towards
China by the successive regents and prime ministers of Tibet.

I will now draw a summary of the entire political military history of Tibet
and China. The 13th Dalai Lama established relationships first with Russia and
then with Britain because the Chinese government was trying to annex Tibet by
means of various peaceful and forceful methods, through the implementation of its
deceptive policy, secretly, openly or directly, which was evident to the whole world.
Both Russia and Britain intervened in the Sino-Tibetan issues in support of Tibet’s
independence, understanding the importance of Tibet’s independence to the whole
world. It is very clear that neither of them had evil plans to annex Tibet, in contrast
to China, who shamelessly wanted to invade Tibet first and then ultimately to
annihilate it. Therefore, in 1911, from Kalimpong, India, the 13th Dalai Lama sent

140

a letter to the Russian emperor Nicholas I1*°, which read as below:

To the Great Emperor,

Our country Tibet is related to its neighbor Manchu country by “priest and patron”
relationship, and Tibet is not under the dominance of the Manchu. However, with
the intention to annex Tibet gradually, the Manchus are trying to deceive the Tibetan
people in an attempt to seize all their powers and rights. They are harming the
Dharma, killing religious practitioners and exploiting the monasteries and people to
the extreme, beyond description. Therefore, it is impossible for us to remain as its
neighbor, as before, even for a moment. Tibet has been able to manage its own affairs
independently, thanks to the treaties signed by the great countries of Britain and Russia
on Tibet. At present, all the leaders and the people of Tibet unanimously seek support
from the two great nations and to maintain my rule in Tibet: to this end, I request
the two great nations to have immediate discussion on our issue, and to tell other big
foreign countries about it. Moreover, since there is a danger that the Manchus with
evil intention will send their troops to Tibet to claim Tibet as part of China, I request
the two great nations to help us maintain Tibet’s independence and my rule in Tibet.
As you had given permission, I have built a Buddhist temple*' in your country and
have appointed an abbot and sixteen lamas to perform rituals for the welfare of your
majesty the Great Emperor, princes and queen, and for the success and stability of
your rule. I request you to permit all the Tibetans, Mongolians and Torgo Buddhist
people to stay anywhere in Buryat and other parts of your country. The present site of
the templc is too congested, so if possible, kindly grant another piece of land. I have
sent my attendant Dorjieff*? with assistants to make offerings to the monasteries and
an edict to all the Buddhist peoples in the lower northern regions of Russia to advise
them to adhere to the noble principles of the Dharma. I have sent some students to
your country and I request you to kindly arrange their admission into a university. |

am sending a monk’s robe and an old image of the Buddha as a gift ro you.
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The Russian emperor Nicholas replied in this way:

We always have affection and concern for Tibet, and it is very important to discuss this
matter with Britain. Thercfore, Your Holiness should not feel worried, as everything

will happen in accordance with your wishes.

In the fall of that year, the Dalai Lama, accompanied by his entourage, went on a
pilgrimage to various holy places in India and Nepal, facilitated by the government
of British India and the local people, with excellent arrangment of travel and
accommodation facilities. In the same year, the Manchu government invited the
Panchen Rinpoche® to Lhasa, with the aim to use him as a political instrument
to achieve their ends. This created a very bad impression about him. Moreover,
previously, the Panchen Rinpoche went to Calcutta to meet the Prince of Wales
at his own discretion. As a result, there erupted a friction between the Tibetan
government and the Panchen Rinpoche’s monastic estate (labrang).*

By that time, foreboding signs ripened for the Manchu civil and military officials
and the Chinese soldiers living in Tibet. Most of the Chinese troops who arrived in
Lhasa were from Sichuan and Yunnan, and they had different groups. There were also
factional conflicts between Manchu and Chinese troops. They faced shortages of food
supplies and salaries. Around September 1911, they entered into violence, killing
each other. The Amban in Lhasa beheaded a leader of Ko-lao-hui, a revolutionary
secret group of Chinese. The officials engaged themselves in criticizing and accusing
one another. Four Chinese officials, including Hsieh Kuo-liang, sought refuge from
the Tibetan government and hid inside Sera Monastery®® in the disguise of monks.

In China, the revolutionary movement steered by Sun Yat-sen®® intensified,
and on February 12, 1912, the army general Yuan Shih-kai dethroned the Manchu
emperor Xuantong and the Republic of China was proclaimed under the leadership
of the revolutionary party. As soon as the news reached Lhasa, Kao-hue attacked
the Amban and other Manchu officials. This led to internal fighting amongst the
Chinese at Yamen.

The Manchu Amban Lien Yu fled from Yamen, seeking aslyum in the Tenma
residence at Drepung Monastery", but the rebel troops caught him and took him as
hostage to Tashi Lhunpo*, where they demanded their salary in advance in exchange
for his release. After mediation by the Manchu General Chung Yin, he was released.
Soon the rebel Chinese soldiers asked all the Chinese soldiers in the outlying districts
of Lhasa to report to Lhasa to march en bloc to China. Therefore, a large number of
Chinese soldiers from different corners rushed to Lhasa, plundering and robbing the
villages and towns along the way.

In Dokham, Chao Erh-feing® had set up his headquarters in Chamdo. As
soon as he heard the news of the victory of the revolutionary party in China, he
appointed his deputy to his place and returned to Chengdu, the capital city of
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Sichuan. There, he was either beheaded after conviction, or was killed in the civil
war, according to different rumours spread at thar time.

Around that time, Kanam Depa of Powo launched a large scale revolt against
the Chinese and killed all the officers and soldiers in charge of grain procurement in
Powo. The Chinese General Chung in Lhasa sent the troops of Lo Chang-chi, and
Chang Dotai sent Din Kon-tai's force to Powo to suppress the revolt. However, due
mainly to the tough terrain of the region with its steep, narrow and rocky passes, the
Chinese troops suffered a humiliating defeat and went back emprty-handed.

C. Tibetans Expel the Chinese Forces from U-Tsang and the Dalai Lama
Returns to Lhasa

In Darjeeling, some young lay and monk Tibetan officials in the retinue of the
Dalai Lama voluntarily went to U-Tsang secretly to join the Tibetan resistance
forces to expel the Chinese. Making Dujung as their base, they collected militias
from various areas of Tsang and made several attacks on the Chinese troops in
Shigatse and Gyantse. However, due to lack of experience and proper organization,
they suffered a bad defeat and came back to Darjeeling in the same year, greatly
humiliated and disheartened. Surprisingly Minister Shatra summoned them and
complimented them for their bravery and dedication, and for fighting the enemy at
the cost of their own lives. He gave them some encouraging advice that they should
not feel discouraged, because it was possible sometimes to face some minor failures
in a great mission. He also told them that if everyone, without losing courage, made
efforts for the benefit of the common goal of the Tibetan people, they would achieve
that goal. In short, giving them much advice from the Dharma and a political
context, Shatra boosted the morale and confidence of the young volunteers.

Greatly encouraged by his advice and praise, the volunteers embarked upon
a second mission, to drive out the Chinese from U-Tsang. There, through secret
contact and discussion with the local leaders, they collected many local militias from
Dujung and Wangden, and thereby launched a series of guerilla warfare attacks on
the Chinese in Gyantse and Shigatse. They inflicted heavy damage on the Chinese,
who ultimately were forced to retreat from Tsang to Lhasa. Tsang was thus cleansed
of the Chinese presence.

The volunteer force thereafter proceeded to Lhoka, where after collecting some
local men, they attacked and defeated the small Chinese force camped at Tsethang.
Thereafter, the volunteer troops of Lokha remained ready for deployment in Lhasa,
as and when they were needed.

In the meantime, the British Viceroy of Inida, Lord Minto, arrived in Darjecling
and visited the Dalai Lama. They had frank and long discussions on Tibet’s issue,
and a few days later, the Dalai Lama went to meet him at his residence.
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From Lhasa, Tsedrung Danma Dzopa was sent to Kham to advise the villages
and monasteries on political and religious issues and to proclaim the decree,
impressed with the seal of the Dalai Lama, calling for all the local people, monastic
and civilian, to stand united, “like a chisel with one edge™, for the Dharma and
polity of Tibet."! Meanwhile, the Dalai Lama and his entourage left Darjeeling
for Kalimpong, and stayed at Raja Ogyan Dorji’s palace, the Phodrang Migyur
Ngonga, or the Palace of Unchangeable Joy.

During that year, the Dalai Lama made Khendrung Jampa Tendar and Tsipon
Trimon Norbu Wangyal, both in Lhasa, commanders-in-chief of the Tibetan army.
He granted them a decree bearing his seal, instructing them how to drive out the
Chinese troops from U-Tsang and Kham, and instructed them to contact him
directly in Kalimpong in the event of any dilemmas. This gives us the impression
that the Dalai Lama was not confident in the Kashag in Lhasa. At that time, all the
Chinese army based in Dagpo and northern Tibet and other parts of U-Tsang were
concentrated in Lhasa, and their total number came to around seventeen thousand.
However, they were disorganized, and they black-marketed their weapons. Taking
that opportunity, the two Tibetan commanders-in-chief procured a large quantity
of arms from the Chinese through secret purchases from traders. In addition
to the Tibetan national troops, many militias from various parts of Tibet and
monk volunteers from the Three Monastic Seats were placed around the Potala,
Norbulingka and Tsuglakhang for security.

China was in complete chaos then as the immediate result of the revolutionary
movement; the Chinese troops in Tibet thus had no hope of receiving salaries and
military supplies from China. The roads for them had been occupied and blocked
by the Tibetan forces. Therefore, Chinese ¢ivil and military leaders decided to
capitulate and return to China on the condition that the Tibetan government made
their travel arrangements. In the blind belief that it would be good if the Chinese
voluntarily returned to China without war and bloodshed, the Tibetan government
provided them with horses and 180,000 Chinese Yuan, and asked them to go
straight back to China without staying at the Chinese army camps in Kham and
without harassing the Tibetans along their way. After receiving this amount, instead
of leaving Lhasa, the Chinese however dillydallied on various excuses. Therefore,
from Kalimpong, the Dalai Lama wrote an appeal to both the Chinese and Tibetans
in Tibet, advising them that it would be beneficial to both the Chinese and the
Tibetan it the Chinese, without fighting war, returned taking the money and horses
trom the Tibetan government. Unexpectedly, the Chinese, instead of leaving Tibet,
hatched a plot to revolt against the Tibetan government. To obtain victory, they
planned to seize Sera Monastery** first, and then to launch war continuously. Having
sensed this plan, the two commanders-in-chief immediately sent the Khampa tea
traders from Banagshol to guard Sera Monastery. Those Khampas enthusiastically
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went to protect the monastery. In the evening of February 5, 1912, the Chinese
forces attacked Sera Monastery. The Khampas fought back fiercely to prevent them
from entering the monastery. The Chinese for three days attempted to capture the
monastery, but upon failure, they set fire to the hermitages of Sera and Choding.
From Jerag, they shelled Sera Monastery from the front to enable their troops to
rush into the monastery from the mountain behind. The Chinese troops managed
to enter up to the Samlo House quarters of the monastery. At that time, some
Chinese including an official named Shao Kon-tai, who had taken asylum in Tibet,
revealed the entire Chinese military plan to the Tibetans. On February 8, the
Tibetan army declared war on the Chinese, and fired from the foot of the Potala
onto the Chinese artillery base at Jerag grove, forcing them to move away from Sera
Monastery. The battle lasted for 96 hours, causing severe causalities on the Chinese
side, and ultimately all the Chinese troops at Sera retreated to Lhasa.

Lhasa at that time had become like a battlefield. The Chinese occupied all the
areas between Yamen and Drapchi, whereas the Tsuglakhang and other northern
portion of Lhasa were held by the Tibetan forces. Most of the buildings and houses
in Lhasa were converted into barricades, and the doors, windows and roofs were
blocked with sandbags and fortifications of stones and bricks were built. Both the
sides had occupied many large houses and tall buildings. Many new passages were
made in the city, leading from one house to another. They exchanged gunshots for
many days and nights. They dug underground tunnels into the enemy’s zone to
explode the outposts. When soldiers of the two sides came close to each other, they
hurled abuse at each other and engaged in extended verbal fights. Though it was
decided to send Tibetan troops to garrison Tengyeling Monastery, the monks of the
monastery insisted and gave written assurance that they themselves would defend
the monastery, without the help of the Tibetan troops.

At that time, the Tibetans had strong Tibetan forces in Lhasa, made up of
the national army and local militias and monk volunteers. However, they were
ill equipped—they had only a few machine guns and the rest of their weapons
were Tibetan homemade guns, wooden-wheeled cannons, swords, spears, axes,
etc. Nevertheless, the Tibetan forces and general populace had a very strong and
indestructible courage and determination to expel the Chinese troops from Tiber,
for the sake of Tibet's religion and polity. Tibetans occupied all the roads leading
from Lhasa to Doté and Domé, and blocked the passage of the Chinese backup
troops, salaries, food and other military supplies to Lhasa. After a few months,
much exhausted and strained, and having no option, the Chinese troops were on
the brink of giving up fighting. Unfortunately, wealthy Tengyeling Monastery,
which had large stores of food, gave asylum to the Chinese. All the Chinese at
Yamen shifted to Tengyeling. This helped the Chinese bolster their stamina to
fight, and the battle was prolonged. They burned Shide Monastery in the night.
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The Dalai Lama appointed Chensel Namgang, otherwise known as Dasang
Dradul, as the chief of the Tibetan army and ordered that he and the two Tibetan
commanders-in-chief in Lhasa—Khendrung Jampa Tendar and Tsipon Trimon—
work jointly to drive out the Chinese forces from Tibet. In March 1912, when the
Dalai Lama arrived back in Lhasa, the war was still going on. With the support of
monk volunteers, the Tibetan forces charged at the Chinese army cantonment at
Drapchi, but due to its strong and high boundary walls, the Tibetans suffered heavy
defeat as many of their soldiers were either killed or wounded. One night, during an
incidence at Juding, Tsipon Trimon received a serious injury on his right shoulder.
He, notwithstanding, did not lose his courage, and after receiving treatment for a
few days, he again went to the battlefield to command his troops.

Lhagyari’s younger son Namgyal Wangchuk, the commander of Dagpo and
Kongpo regiment, a valiant warrior, led his army to Lhasa and fought the Chinese.
Using the technique of digging underground tunnels to explode the enemy’s
outpost, he caused severe damage to the Chinese forces in Lhasa. One day after
that, when he and Jampa Tendar were patrolling around the Lupug Norzin Park,
the Chinese at Yamen opened fire at them, leaving Namgyal Wangchuk dead on
the spot. As for Namgyal Wangchuk, previously when he was at Dromo on his
way back to Tibet from India, it coincided with the arrival of the Dalai Lama at
Dromo. The Dalai Lama called him to his residence and appointed him to the
post of brigadier. Presenting him with a small Buddha statue sanctified by Lord
Atisha as a representation of faith, and a fully loaded Russian pistol, the Dalai
Lama instructed him to expand the Tibetan military power and expel the Chinese,
and at the same time asked him to bring back some required goods from the
government’s treasury. Thereafter, arriving in Lhasa, Namgyal Wangchuk met the
two Tibetan commanders-in-chief and discussed with them his plan. He then set off
to Shotarthosum, Dagpo and Kongpo to mobilize local militias. Having collected
around 2,000 local recruits, he first launched an attack on the Chinese at Drip Tse
Choling, located to the south of Lhasa. Thereafter, he crossed the Kyichu River and
attacked the Chinese at Chabdzing Lingka Park and then in Lhasa. I heard from
Lhagyari Trichen Namgyal Gyatso [the father of Namgyal Wangchuk] that the two
commanders-in-chief worked jointly with him in their mission. A brief account
of the same was narrated in the Shakabpa’s Tiber: A Political History and Yutok
Lhacham Dorji Yudron’s House of the Turquoise Roof- At the close of the third month
of that year [1912], battles slowed down in Lhasa, so people sang the street song:

The Commander-in-Chief Namgang arrived.
The long days of spring dawned.

By performing the Drimne Kunden®?

Shide [Monastery] was given in alms.?



The Invasion of Tibet by Manchu Lu Chun’s Army, & their Expulsion from Tibet 17

The song sarcastically refers to the gradual slow down of the barttle with the arrival
of Namgang in Lhasa. The monks of Sera Monastery, who were guarding Shide
Monastery, performed Drime Kunden opera®, and that very night the Chinese
soldiers set fire to Shide Monastery.

One day just before the Sake Dawa month [in 1912}, some colonels and
captains of the Tibetan army and a group of monks from Sera went en masse into
the Potala Palace while the cabinet was in session, arresting the ministers and officials
who were under their suspicion and taking them to Shol. They executed Kalon
Tsarong Wangchuk Gyalpo, his son, cabinet secretary Tsagur Shakpa, Khendrung
Phunrabpa, Lachag Khenchung Samkharwa and Tsedrung Losang Dorji near
the inner pillar of Shol. The rest of the arrested members, including the acting-
minister Lama Tenzin Chodrak, deputy ministers Rampa and Langthongpa were
imprisoned in the Shol office® for several days. Regarding this incident, as I have
briefly mentioned above, Kalon Tsarong at his own discretion signed a trade treaty
with Chang Yin-tang, the Manchu government’s representative in Calcurtta. Later
in Lhasa, he kept close relations with the Amban Lien Yu. This aroused suspicion
among the members of the Tibetan National Assembly and leaders of the Tibetan
army about his duplicitous behavior. At that time, the street song became popular:

In morning, he goes to the Upper Labrang, calling himself a golden bird;
In evening, he goes to Yamen, calling himself a turquoise bird;

The minister, who is neither Chinese nor Tibetan, conspires with outsiders.*

Tsashakpa, the cabinet secretary, was executed because he was suspected to be close
to Kalon Tsarong and his son. Khendrung Phunrabpa and Lhachag Samkharwa of
Tengyeling Monastery were executed because they had supported the Chinese army
during the Sino-Tibetan battle in Lhasa [in 1912] despite having guaranteed to
safeguard their monastery without the help of the Tibetan forces. Tsedrung Lobsang
Dorji was at that time among the servants of Lachag Samkhar; he lost his life in his
struggle in defense of his master. Some other ministers, officials and persons under
suspicion were also arrested. The Kashag was nearly taken over by the army.

While these incidents took place in Tibet, Lhasa sent many envoys to India
one after another to invite the Dalai Lama back to Lhasa. The Dalai Lama finally
decided to return with the great hope of driving out all the Chinese from Tibet
as soon as possible. He thanked the British government of India for its kind
hospitability and gave it a letter, emphasizing the importance of friendly and
peaceful coexistence between India, Tibet and China in the future. Before he
proceeded to Tibet, he thanked and rewarded Pa Namgyal and his wife Yudron
for their kind services offered to him with great dedication during his stay in
Darjeeling. He also gave presents to Kazi Ogyan Dorji and Thupten Sangmo, in
appreciation of their kind hospitality during his stay in Kalimpong.
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By that time, the Chinese troops in Tibet were faced with many difficulties from
all sides. In addition, the British ambassador to China advised the Chinese government
to withdraw all the Chinese troops from Tibet. Therefore, the Chinese government
ordered the return of all its troops, except for a small number of Amban’s bodyguards.
However, since all the roads had been blocked by the Tibetans, the Chinese troops
were unable to travel. The Chinese, therefore, through the Nepalese ambassador in
Lhasa, informed the Tibetan army chiefs that all the Chinese troops would capitulate
and negotiate for a ceasefire.

On May 10, 1912, the Dalai Lama and his entourage left Kalimpong for Tibet
amidst the elaborate farewell by the Tibetans in India and British, Bhutanese and
Sikkimese dignitaries. When the Dalai Lama and his party arrived at Phari Dzong
fortress through Dzaleb-la pass, having come by way of upper and lower Dromo,
he issued a decree to all the villages and monasteries in Dokham advising them
to expel the Chinese troops from their areas, and safeguard their territories. He
promoted his personal secretary, Shelkhar Lingpa, to the post of cabinet minister on
the ground of his efficiency in discharging his official duties. He rewarded the tea
trader Khampas in Lhasa with gifts, and a decree was issued in praise of their great
performance in their patriotic fight against the Chinese.

From Dromo, the Dalai Lama was protected and escorted by thousands of
people, including Tibetan officials, Tibetan soldiers, local militias, monk volunteers
from the Three Monastic Seats and Khampas, until he arrived in Lhasa. Pomda
Nyima Gyalpo, Gojo Chopatsang and other rich traders also came to escort him.
The Panchen Rinpoche arrived at Ralung from Tashi Lhunpo to meet the Dalai
Lama. The Dalai Lama stayed at Samdhing Monastery in Yamdrok for three
months, during which he was met by Commander-in-Chief Dasang Dradul aka
Tsarong inconspicuously for important consultations.

In the meantime in China, Sun Yat-sen had overthrown the Manchu emperor
and established the Kuomintang government. Yuan Shih-kai, general of the
Manchu emperor, was appointed as the president of the new government. The
British ambassador to China, Sir John Jordan, strongly protested to the new Chinese
president against his plan to amalgamate Kham into a Chinese province. After that,
the Chinese president ordered the Amban in Lhasa to return to China and the
Manchu Commander-in-Chief Chung Yin take his place. The Chinese in Lhasa,
however, were in a very pitiful condition as their food supply had been exhausted
and Tibetans had blocked the passage of their replenishments. The food stock
of Tengyeling had been completely emptied. They had to suscain themselves on
leather sacks, straws of rice, horses, donkeys and dogs. Finally, the Chinese, through
the Nepalese ambassador in Lhasa, informed the Tibetans that they had decided to
surrender. The two Manchu Ambans and the commander Chung Yin petitioned to
the Dalai Lama to send his representatives during the surrender. The Dalai Lama
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sent three representatives, led by minister Changkyim with two assistant staff Tsawa
Tritul of Sera Mé¢ college and Tsedron Tenzin Gyaltsen, to witness the surrender. At
that time, the following street song became popular in Lhasa:

The Tengyeling monks
Did not listen when they were told not to do so.
Now they eat horses and donkeys—

It is their own fault.”

This song refers to the lamas and monks of Tengyeling Monastery helping the
Chinese troops, despite that they were urged not to aid them. As a result, they
finally had to suffer the bad results of their own actions. Then there was another
street song sung by the people:

Tibetan artilleries are dumb;
The gunners of artilleries are also dumb;

The Shells broke the legs of a frog
In the pond of Tengyeling Monastery.*®

This song alluded to the fact that some shells fired from the Tibetan artilleries
landed onto the pond in the compound of Tengyeling Monastery, instead of hitting
the enemy.

After due deliberations, the Chinese troops and the Tibetan government, with
mediation by the Nepalese ambassador in Lhasa, finally reached an agreement,
written in Tibetan, Chinese and Nepalese languages, bearing the signatures and
seals of all the representatives of the respective countries. Each party kept a copy
of the agreement. The Tibetan Foreign Affairs Bureau and the Gyantse trade
officer sent the report of the agreement to the British government of India via
telegram on 28 August and 31 August respectively. The British government of
India in turn sent 2 memorandum containing the above three-point agreement
to the Chinese government on 3 September. The full content of the agreement

is as follows:

The representatives of the Chinese and the Tibetan governments met in the presence of
the Nepalese witnesses to discuss the three-point proposals, approved by the Dalai Lama
in his answer to the letter submitted by Amban Lien [Yu] and Amban Chung [Ying] on
the 29th day of the 6th [Tibetan] month. On the 30th day, the parties carefully discussed
the matter and agreed to have the three-point proposals drawn up in the Chinese, Tibetan
and Nepalese languages, and to sign and seal them.
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Agreement between the Chinese and Tibetans
(August 12, 1912)

I. All the military equipments including Chinese machine guns (machine guns
and Lewis guns) in the possession of the Chinese at Drapchi and Tseling in Lhasa
shall be collected and sealed in the presence of the representatives of the two parties
and witnesses, and shall be entrusted to the custody of the Government of Tibet.
Within fifteen days before the departure of the Chinese officials and soldiers from
Tibet, all the arms and equipments must be deposited to the Yabshi Langdun’s
house and the bullets and gunpowder in the Doring Storehouse and the witnessing
Gorkha ambassador shall arrange security for the houses.

IL. The Chinese officials and soldiers shall leave Tibet in three batches within fifteen
limit days. Tibetans shall appoint their representative along with troops to escort the
Chinese, and arrange to supply the necessary pack animals and riding ponies. The
Tibetans will supply against adequate payment and according to local rates foodstuffs
such as rice, flour, barley flour, meat, butter and tea to the Chinese at the rest stops
up to the frontier, and the Tibetan officials escorting them shall make the purchase
arrangements. There shall not be any delay in supplying pack animals and riding
ponies along the way. The Chinese shall not take by force any pack or riding animals
beyond the frontier.

I11. The representatives of the two parties shall remove all Chinese officials and
soldiers from Yapshi house and the Tibetan soldiers from Doring house tomorrow,
in order to keep the arms and ammunition in these houses.

All the arms and ammunition belonging to the Chinese government at Drapchi
and Tengyeling in Lhasa, including those in the possession of the Chinese private
traders from China, shall, according to the letter of the 29th day of the 6th month
from Ambans Lien and Chung, be produced before the representatives of the two
parties and witnessed on the 1st day of the 7th month together with an inventory.
There must be a writen declaration that no part of these arms and ammunition had
been hidden, sold or given away. Ambans Lien and Chung for their protection shall,
as suggested by the witnesses, be allowed to retain sixty rifles and ammunition. All
other military equipments shall be put in the Doring storehouse, which shall be sealed
by the two representatives and the witnesses. The Gorkha shall arrange security for
the armoury. After all the arms, including rifles, Maxim guns and Lewis guns in
Drapchi and Tengyeling have been collected, they shall be deposited, without hiding,
losing, selling or giving away. The list will be made of the arms genuinely belonging
to the private Chinese traders and the representatives and the witnesses shall discuss
matters concerning their return to them.
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This agreement bears the signs and seals of the Tibetan and Chinese representatives
and the witnesses; neither party is allowed to breach any of its provisions.

Joint seal of the Dalai Lama’s representatives:

Tritul and Tsedron Tangyal

Seals of the representatives of Ambans Lien Yung and Chung Ying:
Luchang Krang Loyun Jij (Yulji Lu Langrin)

LauLe UYon Krephu Wang Chiujin

Envoy of the Gorkha Darbar:

Major-Capuain Bahadur Khatri Chhetri

Lieutenant Lal Bahadur Basnyat Chhetri

Dittha Kul Prasad Upadhyay

Subedar Ratna Gambhir Singh

Khatri Chhetri

30th day of the 6th month of the Water-Mouse Year, corresponding to 12 August
1912.

According to the agreement, the Chinese were to leave Lhasa within the fifteen days
from 12 to 27 August 1912. However, they did not adhere to the terms. Though
the first batch of Chinese soldiers and Amban Lien handed over their weapons to
the Tibetan government in August and left for India via the southern river, the
rest of the Chinese soldiers dillydallied in Lhasa on various excuses, sometimes
even engaging in fighting with the Tibetan troops. Hence, from June 1, 1913,
the Tibetans forcefully seized weapons from the Chinese troops one by one. They
were then divided into different groups. Led by Brigadier Dokharwa, the Dromo
Governor Brigadier Pal Shiwa and Shol Steward Kalsang Lhundup, along with one
hundred Tibetan troops, were assigned the main responsibility of escorting the
departing Chinese troops. Rimshi Tadowa and Letsen Lobsang Norbu, joindy with
the district officers of all the districts along the way, were given the responsibility
of providing pack animals and travel facilities to the Chinese troops. The Tibetans
escorted the Chinese troops to the Indian border, passing through the Tsangpo
River, Yamdrok, Phari and Dzaleb-la pass, and handed them over to the British
government. From India, they were sent to China by sea.

Some traitorous monks of Tengyeling Monastery, embarrassed about their past
shameful acts, dressed themselves as Chinese. Tibetan women who were married to
Chinese soldiers also left with their Chinese husbands. On arrival in India, most of
the Chinese troops returned to China, but many of them remained in Sikkim and
other parts of India, where their descendants still live.

When the Dalai Lama was at Chokhor Yangtse in Chushur, he received a letter

from Yuan Shih-kai, the president of the Kuomintang government, apologizing for
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the excesses of the Chinese troops in Tibet and restoring him to his former post.
The Dalai Lama replied that he did not want any pest from the Chinese, because
he already was the both spiritual and temporal leader of Tibet. This statement of
the Dalai Lama, as Sir Charles Bell maintained, is a clear proclamation of Tibet's
independence.

The Sino-Tibetan battle in Lhasa lasted almost one whole year, leaving one
third of the city in ruins. The golden tops (rgya phib) and roofs of Ramoche and
Tsuglagkhang temples were gravely damaged. Even houses that were not ruined
did not escape being cracked. The streets and alleys of the city were all filled with
dead bodies of humans, horses and donkeys, and street dogs gnawed at the corpses.
People dared not go out during the nighttime in fear of the dogs, as the dogs had
developed the habit of eating human flesh. The war left more than 1,300 Chinese
soldiers, and far greater numbers of Tibetan civilians, including monks, either killed
or wounded. Drapchi areas suffered the most severe damages and many monks
from Sera Monastery were lost during the war. Without even reckoning the pillage
in other parts of Tibet, the goods, food and moneys looted from the Tibetans just
in Lhasa by the Chinse would add up to many tens of millions of Indian rupees. All
these are detailed in the Collection of Simla Record.

On January 17, 1913, the Dalai Lama, accompanied by his retinue, arrived in
Lhasa from Chokhor Yangtse. He was greeted with a grand reception ceremony, with
officials of the Tibetan government, monks of the Three Monastic Seats, soldiers of
the Tibetan national army and local militiamen standing in line along the way. Led
by the lama procession and dance and song performances by the people, the Dalai
Lama proceeded to the Potala Palace.

On the 8th day of the first month of the Water-Ox year [1913], the Dalai
Lama issued a decree, bearing his seal, to all the people of Tibet, as a guideline for
their behaviour and actions. This and the Dalai Lama’s previous refusal of the post
and titles offered by the Chinese president Yuan Shih-kai alone established Tibet’s
independence once again, as everyone acknowledges. The content of the decree has
been quoted in various books, so I will not bother to include it here.

Just before that, in January 1913, Tibet and Outer Mongolia entered into a
treaty, in which they declared their independence and agreed to continue their
religious and political relationship.” The Dalai Lama granted Regent Trichen
Tsemonling the title of “Hutuktu” and a square seal, in honour of his excellent
and dedicated performance in his official responsibilities during the absence of the
Dalai Lama. Commander-in-Chief Khendrung Jampa Tendar was elevated to the
post of minister with the title Kalon Lama and Tsipon Trimon Norbu Wangyal
was made Deputy Commander-in-Chief with the title of 7aiji (third rank in the
Tibetan government). The Commander-in-Chief Dasang Dradul was raised to the
rank of Dzasak and his marriage into the Tsarong family was sanctioned.*” The Sera
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Governing Council (Se ra bla spyi) was rewarded with cight camps (brgya shog) of
Dam and Gyare Lhopa, and the Ganden Governing Council (Dga’ ldan bla spyi)
with half the district of Tsona as a reward for their services to the government. All the
Tibetan officials, soldiers, traders and civilians who made outstanding performances
during the national struggle for independence were also rewarded in accordance with
their performances. Likewise, those who committed mistakes were punished. In this
regard, the biography of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama recounts:

As for those who valiantly fought during the Tibetan's struggle to drive out the enemy
from the country by sacrificing their own welfare, for the benefit of the country’s religion
and polity—some were compensated with offerings for their funeral ceremony, while
others with either posts, cash or material gifts in accordance with their performances.

The Dalai Lama thus made clear recognition of people’s dedicated works.

In the same year (1913), he issued the first Tibetan currency notes in the
denominations of Srang 50, 25, 15 and 5. Afterwards, in 1931, altering the old
currency notes, he issued a new 100 Srang note. In that year, the mounted postal
service from Phari to Lhasa via Gyantse, and from Lhasa to Kongpo Gyamda were
withdrawn and a new modern postal service was introduced and new postal stamps
were issued in the values of 1 kba, 5 kar, 7 V2 kar, 1 zho, 1 tam, 2 tam and 4 ram. All
the stamps had lions at the center, postage values on the top and the letters “Tibet”
in English at the bottom.

With aid by the British government, four children of Tibetan government
officials were sent to a Rugby School in England. The four children were Mondrong
Khyenrab Kunsang, who specialized in mining; Gokhar Sonam Gonpo in military
systems, Jangngopa Rigzin Dorji in electrical engineering and Kyipugpa Wangdu
Norbu in telegraphy and map making. Tsipon Lungshar Dorji Tscgyal was sent to
assist and guide them. Lungshar was a very intelligent and capable man. During
his stay in England, he made keen observation of the people and place, and learned
various kinds of skills. After he returned to Lhasa, he served as Finance Minister as
well as Commander-in-Chief of the Tibetan army for a brief period.

In 1913, as previously the Dalai Lama and Gonsuke Haya, the Japanese
Minister in China had discussions in Peking, a Japanese veteran, Yasuijro Yajima,
arrived in Tibet via Kham. The Tibetan government appointed him as military
instructor to teach Japanese military system to one of the units of the Tibetan
army. He spent six years in Tibet. He was allowed to keep tachok (skra cog), an
official hairstyle, and to attend official functions and ceremonies as a Tibetan
government official. A barrack for the Bodyguard Regiment at Norbulingka was
constructed in Japanese style. Around that time, there were several Japanese in
Tibet, who had come to study Buddhism®'. That marked the beginning of Tibert's
political relationship with Japan. Later, a Japanese man named Tokan [Tada]*
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who spent ten years at Sera Monastery in Tibet wrote books on the Thirteenth
Dalai Lama in Japanese and English.

The Dalai Lama learnt from his exile in India, China and Mongolia that Tibet
had made a major mistake by remaining aloof from the rest of the world, and he
realized the importance of learning foreign languages and military systems. He thus
embarked upon many changes in the country upon his arrival back. However, some
conservative Tibetan people created tremendous obstructions to his plans in the
name of religion. In addition, the successive governments of China interfered in
the Tibetan national affairs, with evil aims. Therefore, the wishes of the Dalai Lama

remained unaccomplished.

D. Expulsion of Chinese Forces from Doto

After all the Manchu troops were driven out from U-Tsang, the Tibetan government
appointed Kalon Lama Jampa Tendar as the Governor-General of Kham, and
deputed many lay and monk officials such as salary officer and medicine dispenser
to Kham. He was given full power to appoint district officers, treasurers and
other civil and military officials to all the districts under his jurisdiction as the
need arose. Eight new brigadiers were appointed and deputed to the Tibetan
army regiments of Shigatse, Gyantse, Dingri and Drapchi, and Donmag force®.
Three commanders were appointed, one each to the local armies of Shotarlhosum
(Shopando, Palbar and Lho Dzong), Mardzosangsum (Markham, Dzogang and
Sangen) and Richabpasum (Riwoche, Chamdo and Pasho). The brigadiers were
Phulungwa, Jingpa, Dhokhar S¢, Khyungrampa, Tethongpa, Trelingpa, Tsogowa,
Marlampa and Tanawa. The commanders of the local militias were Khenchung
Dawa, Serngag Tsedrung Shabchung and Tsedrung Ngodup.

In that year, from Lhasa, the Tibetan army in two columns embarked upon
military campaigns to flush out the Chinese troops from two directions. Following
the southern route, the Drapchi and Shigatse troops and Donmag reserves
marched to Kongpo Gyamda and Shopando, pushing out all the small Chinese
forces remaining there across Lho Dzong. There they set up a headquarters for
the Governor-General of Kham and made war preparations. Following the middle
northern route, the Gyantse and the Dingri regiments and volunteer army marched
to Sog, Rongpo Gyalrab Thang, then crossed four mountain passes, finally reaching
Khyungpo where they battled with the Chinese forces continuously until they drove
all the Chinese troops up to the Chonyi-la pass of Sertsa. There the Tibetan force
was confronted by a large Chinese force, the accumulation of the Chinese troops
that were expelled from Khyungpo and those who were based in Tengchen. The
wwo sides fought an intense battle, during which some Tibetan officers and troops,
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including Brigadier Jingpa were killed. On the battle site, stones were stacked and
Mani mantra (Om ma ni pad me hum) inscribed on them in memory of those
Tibetan soldiers who lost their lives in the battle. The Tibetans were in a favourable
position, while the Chinese, unable to hold ground, retreated through Tengchen
and Karme up to Doshul. Unfortunately, at that time, a traitorous Tibetan monk
named Garwa Lama helped the Chinese troops making plans. As a result, the Tibetan
force faced some difficulty. The Tibetans, however, fought with great courage and
effort, killing, wounding or capturing many Chinese officers and soldiers. At that
time Chamdo, Riwoche, Chaksam, Nangchen Gar, Drayab and Derge Joda were
the main bases of the Chinese forces.

After that, in order to resolve the Sino-Tibet borders and political issues,
the Tibetan government requested the British government of India to arrange a
conference between Tibet and China with the British government as mediator.
Accordingly, after obtaining confirmation from both China and Tibet, the British
informed Tibet and China to send their representatives to Simla%, the venue of the
convention. The Chinese government sent Chen I-fen and his assistant staff to the
meeting. Sir Henry McMahon [1862-1949)]%, British Foreign Affairs Minister,
represented the British government of India. On October 3, 1913, the delegates of
the three countries met at the summer headquarters of the government of India on
equal footing®. On the first day, they had an introductory meeting, at which they
showed their letters of authorization to each other. During the actual meeting, the
Tibetan representative (Lonchen Shatra) presented his case with strong arguments,
pressing that Tibet was an independent country and not a part of China. He backed
his case by furnishing reasons and historical documents. The Chinese representative
on the other hand presented his case merely based on irrelevant and forceful verbal
arguments, without any historical and legal documents as evidence. The Tibetan
representative asserted that the Chinese forces had annexed many areas of Dot and
Domé. Intense debate took place between the Chinese and the Tibetan delegates
during the meetings, which lasted for several days. Finally, on February 27, 1914,
in order to bring compromise between the two sides on controversial Sino-Tibetan
borders, McMahon proposed a division of Tibet into “Outer Tibet” and “Inner
Tibet,”” with Chinese suzerainty over Tibet. Although the Tibetans were not
willing to accept the Chinese suzerainty over Tibet and the Chinese did not want
the division of Tibet into outer and inner Tibet, both sides accepted the proposal
of McMahon so that they could reach a treaty to solve the Sino-Tibet problem.
On the map of Tibet, the borderline of Tibet was drawn in red, while the line
between the “Outer Tibet” and “Inner Tibet” was drawn in blue. According to
the treaty, the British and Chinese were not allowed to interfere in the internal
affairs of the Outer Tibet, and the Tibetan government had the power to manage
religious affairs of the Inner Tibet and to appoint and send monastic officials to the
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monasteries lying in it. The draft of the treaty, which consisted of twelve points, was
initialed by the representatives of all the three countries. However, when the draft
was finalized, the Chinese representative refused to put his signature and seal on it,
saying that he had received an order from Peking not to sign it. Despite the British
representative Sir McMahon tried his best to gain the goodwill of the Chinese, the
Chinese kept stalling. On June 25, 1914, the British government of India therefore
sent an ultimatum to China, saying that if China did not sign the treaty by the end
of the current month, the Tibetan and British governments would make a separate
bilateral treaty. Later, on July 3, McMahon emphasized this also at a meeting in
the presence of members of all the three nations, yet the Chinese side still did
not accept the treaty. At that very meeting, the British and Tibetan representatives
initialed the final draft of the Convention with their official seals.

Then, His Majesty’s British government and the Tibetan government made a
separate agreement to amend the original treaty, stating that the governments of
Britain and Tibet acknowledged the Convention to be binding to them, and that
as long as the government of China withheld signature to the Convention, she was
barred from enjoyment of all privileges accruing therefrom. The declaration, dated
July 30, 1914, was in two copies, signed and sealed by both the British and Tibetan
representatives. Consequently, the Chinese not only lost its suzerainty over “Outer
Tibet” and political rights over “Inner Tibet”, but also lost its rights over Tibet
accrued from the bilateral treaties previously made by China and British India on
Tibet, as they were nullified under the article 7 of the Simla Convention.®

Besides that, British India and Tibet entered into an eleven-point bilateral
trade agreement. Tibet thus enjoyed its independence and made treaties with
foreign countries on an equal footing, demonstrating Tibet’s political status clearly
to the world. For further information about the Tibetan and British relationships
in terms of borders, trade and military affairs, please refer to Shabapa’s Tiber: a
Political History.

At that time, Silon Shatra (the Tibetan representative) forwarded a lerter
dated 15th day of the fifth month of the Wood-Tiger year [1914] to the Foreign
Secretary of the British government of India, requesting it to sell machine guns

along with ammunition and to provide military support to Tibet. His letter stated
to the effect that:

Nowadays, resistance fighting against the Chinese is ongoing in Kham. To safeguard
our own territories we request that your government sell to us 5,000 new model
machine guns, 20 artilleries with good quantities of ammunitions and shells, and to
hire to us two or three arms mechanics to repair the damaged artilleries in Tibet, for a
fixed period. Since China did not accept the Simla Treaty, it may attack Tibet at any
time, from any side. So we request the British government to extend military assistance

to Tibet, in the event of a Chinese military attack on Tibet.
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McMahon, preoccupied with his impending travel to England, replied that he
would respond to this request later on, as soon as possible. When Shatra arrived
in Gangtok from Simla, he received a letter from the British government of India
through the Political Officer in Sikkim [Basil Gould]. The letter said that the
government would offer 5,000 rifles (long nozzle rifle .303) and 500,000 rounds of
ammunition, machine oil and cleaning cloths, which were collected from various
army camps in India. In the first consignment, he received 1,000 rifles, 100,000
rounds of ammunition, 20 tins of machine oil and 6 boxes of wiping cloths. He
acknowledged the above arms with the receipt dated July 7, 1914 bearing the seal,
and left the receipt with Sonam Laden La [1876-1936) to be forwarded to the
British government.

One month after the Simla Convention was concluded, the World War I¢
between the allies led by the British and the Central Powers led by Germany
started in Europe. As soon as the news about this reached Lhasa, the Dalai Lama
and the Tibetan government sent a letter dated 15 July to the British government
through Basil Gould, proposing to send 1,000 soldiers to help the British allies.
In the reply letter dated July 27, 1914, the British government said that it was
very pleased at the Tibet’s willingness to help it, and that it would ask for help
later in the event of need.

On September 17, 1914, with a sense of great satisfaction with the Simla
Convention, Shatra and his assistants arrived back in Lhasa. He submirtted his
work report enclosed with a detailed record of the Convention to the Dalai Lama,
the Kashag and the National Assembly. However, since he did not announce the
content of the agreement and did not explain the pros and cons of it, people were
left in the dark and various kinds of rumours about it circulated widely.

In that year, Commander-in-Chief [Tsarong] Dasang Dradul was elevated to
the post of minister, retaining his army post. The Deputy Commander-in-Chief
Taiji Trimon Norbu Wangyal was also made a minister, in honour of his remarkable
performance during the Sino-Tibetan battle in the Water-Rat year [1912], and
thereafter his dedicated assistance to Silon Shatra during his mission to the Simla
Treaty. Yulha Tenpa Tsewang was appointed Deputy Commander-in-Chief. Drumpa
Dzasak and Doring Taiji, who returned after completing their military training in
the British system under Changlochan in Gyantse, were appointed brigadiers of
the newly mobilized the kangdon gyena soldiers™, an infantry whose soldiers were
recruited as tax.

The Tibetan government appointed Yasuijro Yajima, a retired Japanese army
officer, as military instructor to give military training [of the Japanese military
system] to one unit of the Tibetan army. Sogpo Tenpai Gyaltsen. who had returned
from Russia after receiving military training, was appointed instructor to teach
the Russian military system to another unirt of the Tibetan army. In 1916, on the
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northern ground of the Norbulingka Palace, the four units of the Tibetan army,
which had received training in Japanese, Russian, British and the traditional
Tibetan systems, held a four-day military drill competition in the presence of the
Dalai Lama, ministers and officials of the Tibetan government and many thousands
of spectators. The competitions included parades; maneuver; skills in detaching,
assembling and firing new rifles and artilleries; attacking techniques; horse riding;
and swimming. The Dalai Lama presented gifts to those who performed thc best
in the competition. He found the British military system the best, so he adopted
it as the model for the Tibetan army. In order to apply this system uniformly to all
the army units in Tibet, the Dalai Lama issued edicts to all the army barracks in
Kham and sent military instructors to give them training. Besides this, the Tibetan
army was divided into regiments, numbered in Tibetan alphabets (i.c. ka, kha, ga,
nga, etc.), created new military and national flags, codified written military laws for
the Army Headquarters and announcements were made all over the country about
them. The biography of the great Thirteenth Dalai Lama states:

In the past, not only did this land of Dharma have only a small frontier force to
guard its territorial borders against foreign attacks from four sides, but also no efforts
were made to keep a trained army to overpower enemies. As a result, in recent years,
some foreign countries with evil intentions have begun planning to control Tibet’s
political power. Moreover, since the country was on the decline in the period of strife
(rtsod ldan gyi dus), [the Thirteenth Dalai Lama] recruited thousands of soldiers to
reinforce the Tibetan army, which was indispensible for the common efforts of civil
and military activities, which are the life force for happiness. At the same time, he
introduced different types of military trainings to the Tibetan troops on the model of
foreign military systems, and awarded prizes to those who emerged successful in their
training in accordance with the level of their performance. In order to identify the best
military systems and to adopt it as a model, a three-day military drill competition was
held to test which military system—Russian, British and Japanese—was the best, and
the Dalai Lama kindly observed them. In the final day, a stone lifting competition was
held. After that, he granted vajra-knotted threads to all the army officers and soldiers
led by the Commander-in-Chief of Army, Kalon Tsarong, and granted military flags
(sba dar), insignias and other trophies to the participant teams as per the merit list
prepared by the Kashag. It was followed by a parade by the troops in honour of him.

As mentioned thus, whenever there were military skill competitions, the Dalai
Lama used to witness them and gave them advice and suggestions.

After that, the Tibetan government sent some bright young government staff
and soldiers, including Sampo’s son Palden Chowang, Dingjawa Dorji Gyaltsen,
Junior Kyibug Sonam Wangyal and Norgye Nangpa Sonam Dorji to Calcutta
and Shilong (in Assam) to receive training in the operation and maintenance of
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new model British artilleries and machine guns. Upon arrival back in Lhasa after
completion of their training, they were appointed military instructors to various
regiments. New weapons were also purchased from the British government. To
meet the military expenses, revenues were collected through various possible ways,
such as creating different types of taxes like the “ear tax” (rna kbral) on rich people.
In this way, at one point of time in Tibetan history, the Tibetan military power and
system was in great progress.

Previously, during the time wher. Britain, China and Tibet held a tripartite
convention in Simla (1914), Lama Jampa Tendar, the Governor-General of Kham,
ordered his forces to halt the fighting temporarily in order to avoid disturbance to
the convention. He sent a proposal of truce to the Chinese military leaders: Feng
Ch’un-lin in Chamdo, Chin Ch’un-lin in Batang and Chang Wulen in Dartsedo.
Two of the Chinese commanders did not give any reply, while Feng sent a packet
containing yak dung. Feng also sent a message, saying he would lead his force to
Kongpo. This was one of the causes that rekindled the Sino-Tibetan war. Another
cause that provoked the war was as below. The Chinese Riwoche regiment of the
Chamdo base under the command of Chang and Tien had 1,600 troops and two
artilleries. The Chinese soldiers who were collecting fodders captured two Tibetan
army horse keepers at Doshul and imprisoned them at Riwoche prison. The
Governor-General of Kham sent a letter to the Chinese commanders in Riwoche
and Chamdo to release the two Tibetan soldiers. However, instead of releasing the
two soldiers, the Chinese took them to Chamdo. The Tibetans ambushed them on
the way and rescued the two Tibetan soldiers. This incident escalated the tension
between the Tibetans and the Chinese.

In 1916, the Governor-General of Kham received information that the Chinese
army camp in Chamdo was receiving large numbers of additional troops, army
salaries and weapons from Kandze and Batang bases. He also chanced upon one
of letters exchanged between the Chamdo and Riwoche Chinese military bases,
according to which they were planning to advance to Kongpo Gyamda after
receiving additional troops and weapons. In addition, he received requests from
villages and monasteries of Markham, Gojo, Sangen, Drayab and others through
secret letters and messengers, asking for protection from the Chinese, and saying
that the Chinese troops were greatly troubling them. Therefore, the Governor-
General of Kham once again, after making strategic plans and mobilizing troops
and supplies, planned to expel the Chinese troops from Doté, by artacking them
from three sides. He ordered one battalion to march to Riwoche and Dzesam bank,
and to surround Chamdo from the northern side to block the route for the Chinese
soldiers arriving from the Derge side. The second battalion was ordered to march to
Chamdo from the western side through Lagong Nyenda and Lamda. The third one
was commanded to march via Tsawa Pasho and attack the Chinese forces in Drayab
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and Markham, and also to obstruct the road for Chinese troops advancing from
Batang, and finally to attack Chamdo from the southeastern side. They did so.

The Tibetan force, comprising Brigadier Phulungwa of the Gyantse Regiment,
Dingri Regiment and voluntary local recruits, who were to surround Chamdo,
encountered a Chinese force at Dzesam bridge and Doshul Riwoche. At that time,
the Tibetan force was on the mountain to the west of the bridge and the Chinese
force on the eastern mountain. Unfortunately, a Tibetan named Garwa Lama assisted
the Chinese, and because of this, the battle was prolonged for many days. During
the barttle, Brigadier Phulungwa, showing extreme courage, made several attempts
to charge agrinst the Chinese by jumping from the bridge. One day he was seriously
wounded on the battlefield and he passed away after a few days in a very dignified
manner.

Soon additional Tibetan troops arrived at Riwoche from Shotarlhosum led by
Chikhyab Khenchung Dawa. The Tibetan forces, deploying one batch after another,
made recurrent attacks on the Chinese so that within a few months, they were able
to push the entire Chinese troops out of the area (Riwoche). Except for two senior
Chinese commanders and around 600 soldiers, who escaped to Chamdo, all the
Chinese troops were either killed or arrested. A large number of Chinese weapons,
including two large artilleries of German model, fell into the hands of the Tibetans.
Then, in June 1917 as preplanned, the Tibetan forces advanced to Chamdo via the
Dzesam bridge, the Ngomchu and the Dzachu rivers.

From another side, the Tibetan force, comprising troops of Brigadier Trelingpa
of the Drapchi Regiment and Tsogo along with local militias, faced the Chinese
forces at Nyenda and Lamda, where there was the largest concentration of Chinese
troops. It took the Tibetans many days to push the Chinese to Chamdo. Thereafter,
the Governor-General shifted his headquarters from Lho Dzong to somewhere near
Shabye bridge, while his troops made continuous advance to Chamdo.

In the meantime, the Tibetan forces comprising the troops of Brigadier
Khyungrampa of the Drapchi Regiment, Tana’s company and local militias were
combating the Chinese in Drayab, Lhadun and Markham. They finally managed
to drive away all the Chinese forces beyond the Bumla Pass, where they constructed
a garrison and obstructed the advance of the Chinese troops from the Batang side.
Thereafter, in accordance with their plan, they headed to the southeast border of
Chamdo. The Chinese forces in Chamdo had no roads except the road between
Kandze and Dartsedo to connect with their other bases. At that time, there were
already more than 4,000 Chinese soldiers in Chamdo. From Kandze, Commander
Wu Kontei was leading more than 1,000 soldiers to Chamdo via Derge Monastery.
En route, he collected 2,000 local militias from Horkhog. When they arrived at Topa
Drugu Monastery, they were crushed by the Tibetan army. The Tibetans seized two
artilleries of German model and a large quantity of shells from the Chinese. Finally,
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the commander Wu Kontei and his soldiers, along with their weapons and military
goods, surrendered to the Tibetans. Wu Kontei was the one who previously pursued
the Dalai Lama up to Chaksam and then to Phari when the Dalai Lama fled from
Lhasa to India. Wu and his soldiers were handed over to the Governor-General of
Kham. He was sent to Lhasa, whence he was sent to Senge Dzong in Lhodrak, where

he was imprisoned. During an investigation in prison, he recounted the following:

At the order of Commander-in-Chief Chang Wulen, I led 1,000 troops from Dartsedo
for Chamdo, carrying a large quantity of weapons and salaries, to support the Chinese
force in Chamdo. En route, I recruited around 2,000 local militiamen from Horkhog
and took them with me. We arrived at Topa Drugu Monastery, closc to Chamdo, in
the evening and stopped there for the night. During that very night, a few Tibetan
soldiers came near the river (Drichu), just close to the monastery and fired a few shots
in the air and left. I felt sure that they would come again to attack us. I immediately
deployed some soldiers at the boundary of the monastery, a few more soldiers at the
riverside and the local militiamen on the hillside, behind the monastery, and instructed

them to remain alert.

At midnight, the Tibetan troops came and started firing at us. We fired back.
Intense firings took place between us. Some shells landed inside the compound of
the monastery, where we were hiding. At dawn, I found that all the local recruits I
had brought from Horkhog had joined the Tibetan force, and they too were firing
at us.

The Tibetan force had occupied the back hill of the monastery, so we had
no options but to hide inside the monastery. We fired from inside the monastery.
However, the Tibetan forces surrounded the monastery. Finding that it was
impossible to defeat them, I discussed with my junior officers about surrendering.
gave a signal of peace by tying a Tibetan scarf on a tall tree above the boundary wall
of the monastery and went to surrender. There were Brigadier Kyungrampa and
another [Tibetan] brigadier. Many of our troops had fled during the previous night.
We officers and soldiers who had remained there surrendered all our weapons and
salaries to the Tibetans, who sent us to the Shabye bridge to be handed over to the
Governor-General of Kham. I had carried with me a good ruby rosary (pad ma raga
phreng ba) and a gold bracelet given to me by my wife. When I offered them to the
Governor-General, he declined. He arranged me a riding horse and other necessary
things, and sent me to Lhasa along with my soldiers, escorted by a Tibezan force.

From Lhasa, all the Chinese soldiers, except me, were sent to India to be
deported to Yunan through Burma. Rimshi Tara Dopa sent only me, accompanied
by a messenger, with an order and escort force, to Senge Dzong in Lhodrak. 1 was
very afraid that I was being taken there to be executed. There district officer Nyima
Gangpa read the order, which said that I was sentenced for pursuing the Dalai
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Lama up to Chaksam Bridge previously when the Dalai Lama fled to India. My
legs were chained and a small cangue was put on my head. I was greatly relieved as
I realised I had escaped execution.

Previously when the Lu Chun forces arrived in Lhasa, I was among them and
held the rank of dukan. I rode up to Phari in pursuit of the Dalai Lama. I have a
big mole on my forehead, so because of this they must have recognized me. At that
time, I was young and gaudy, so aristocrats and many girls whom I knew called me
“Bu tra tra” ('bu kbra khra), meaning “colourful worm”.

The Tibetan forces had surrounded Charndo from eight sides. However, Chamdo,
sandwiched between two rivers, the Ngomchu and the Dzachu, had a rough and
tough terrain. Moreover, all the surrounding mountains had been occupied by the
Chinese troops who possessed sophisticated weapons. The Tibetan forces faced
great difhculty in taking Chamdo. At that time, the Tibetan army received 2,000
British rifles, which were previously gifted to Tibet by the British government. They
were distributed among the Tibetan forces at different positons, in accordance with
their strategic importance. This greatly boosted the morale of the Tibetan forces.
They were able to take all the mountaintops of Chamdo, and occupied both sides
of the bridge. Therefore, they used to say, “This long nozzle gun is auspicious to
us!” The four large artilleries seized from the Chinese troops at Riwoche and Topa
Drugu Monastery were taken to Chamdo. Tibetan soldiers learned how to operate
them and used in wars.

The Chinese commanders held a meeting to discuss about their plan. At the
meeting, a commander named Nui suggested that they should surrender, but some
others accused him of being a Tibetan spy and decapitated him. After several days,
in October 1917, as the majority of the Chinese soldiers refused to go to war, the
Chinese submitted a letter of surrender, signed and sealed by Feng CK'un-lin, to
Khendrung and Rimshi officials, the representatives of the Governor-General of
Kham. A brave Chinese commander named Chang, carrying his gun, along with
his wife and son, committed suicide by jumping into a river from a bridge.

In 1918, the World War I came to end with the defeat of Germany and her
allies. In that year, the Tibetan troops marched into Chamdo and restored Tibetan
rule. They hoisted Tibetan national flags at Chamdo Monastery and at all the
villages of Marthang that had been destroyed by the Chinese. The Tibetans called
out the names of each Chinese army and civil officer one by one, and took their
weapons. In total, 11 Chinese army officers, led by Feng Ch’'uan-lin and 1,400
Chinese soldiers were captured and imprisoned. Many Chinese soldiers lost their
lives in the war or died due to an epidemic disease. Many others escaped.

Garwa Lama, a member of Shabdrung Labrang in Riwoche, was arrested for
traitorous acts and conspiring with the enemy. All the Chinese civil staff and traders
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were issued identity cards and restricted from moving beyond Chamdo district.
The Chinese soldiers alleged Feng Ch'uan-lin had secretly kept their salaries. After
this was investigated, about 40,000 yuan was recovered from a coffin hidden
underground. Soon after that, Kalon Lama Jampa Tendar, with his aide-de-camps,
arrived in Chamdo, where he set up a local government of Kham. He was saluted
by all the Chinese army and civil ofhcers, including Feng Chu’an-lin. According to
Eric Teichman's book (Travels af a Consular Officer in Eastern Tibet), in those times,
the flag of the headquarter of the Governor-General of Kham and all the army
regiments had a yellow background with a white snowy mountain, two snow lions
facing each other and a sun and moon above the two lions. All the money found
in the hidden coffin was distributed equally among the Chinese commanders and
soldiers. Providing each soldier with 5 4rey’' measures of rice and other necessary
things, all of them were sent to Lhasa, escorted by a contingent of Tibetan army.
Fen Chu’an-lin was allowed to carry all his personal belongings. Garwa Lama was
taken bound and gagged since he was a black magician.

As soon as the Chinese war prisoners captured in Chamdo arrived in Lhasa,
they were sent off to India, from where they were deported to Yunnan via Burma,
with the help of the Indian government. Feng Chu’an-lin was sent to Lhodrak
Dowo Dzong for life imprisonment. Later, he married a local woman from Lhodrak
and they had a son and a daughter. In 1930, when he died, he left a will to his wife,
telling her to give one third of a small amount of gold dust he had left with her to
the Dalai Lama. As per his will, his wife went to Lhasa and offered it to the Dalai
Lama. According to some people who had seen his son and daughter, the son was
slightly mentally retarded, while the daughter was intelligent and beautiful.

Garwa Lama was sent to the estate holder Dron Wangchuk in Jayul, Lhoka,
for life imprisonment, but he escaped. Colonel Nyelungpa, the one who was
commanding the soldiers who had been employed at a tea plantation in Jayul, and
Trendong Letsen Jampa Kalsang reported to the Tibetan government that Garwa
Lama had died of an illness. A few years later, news circulated that Garwa Lama was
in Nanking. From Nanking, he went to Dartsedo where he distributed pamphlets
to the local people and campaigned against the Tibetan government. Colonel
Nyelungpa and Jampa Kalsang were investigated and punished severely. In 1930,
he left Batang for Nyarong when he heard the Chinese troops were on their way to
Nyarong during “the Long March” of the Red Army. There, he was murdered by
the local Tibetan people who were in favour of Tibetan government

Thereafter, Kalon Jampa Tendar granted rewards to those who had made
outstanding performances during the wars. and punishments to all those who
conspired with enemies and spread rumours. He appointed district officers and
gacrison guards in all the Tibetan areas recently taken back from the Chinese. He
issued edicts to various districts of Kham, stressing that the people pay taxes to
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the government, observe the laws and accept the circulation of the Tibetan army’s
money, which they received as salary. He allowed his soldiers to return to their
homes to have a few months of rest. However, soon after that he received repeated
requests from the monasteries of Derge, Nyarong, Horkhog, Batang and Litang to
send Tibetan forces urgently to protect them from Chinese oppression. Those areas,
on their part, were also trying their best to resist the Chinese. Thus, he ordered four
regiments of U-Tsang and local militias to go to Chaksam of Dartsedo, the border of
Sichuan, via Derge and Horkhog. He ordered another three regiments of U-Tsang
and a local militia to proceed to Ju Atundze (in Kham) on the border of Yunnan,
through Markham, Batang and Litang, to drive out the Chinese. Accordingly, all
the Tibetan troops headed to the above places. With the support of the local people,
they fought the Chinese in Derge, Sangen and Gojo. Thereafter, they advanced
towards Horkhog, Nyarong, Batang and Litang. The Tibetans living in Dartsedo
and to the west of Satham, who were anxiously waiting for the Tibetan troops, were
greatly encouraged and filled with hope. Due to the extremely boisterous news
of the arrival of the Tibetan troops, the Chinese army general of Batang division
requested Dr. Shelton, an American Christian pastor, who was residing in that
area, to mediate and arrange for an armistice with the Tibetans. The Chinese
commanders of Sichuan and Yunnan units also strongly suggested to the Chinese
government that they should come to peaceful negotiation with Tibet. Prompted
by these requests, the Chinese government asked the British consul, Eric Teichman
(stationed at Tachienlu) to negotiate with Tibet. The Tibetan government, at the
proposal of the British government, agreed to hold negotiations. Teichman, as the
British representative and Li Jichuan, the Governor of Batang-Litang region, as
the Chinese representative, came to Chamdo to meet the Governor-General of
Kham. At that time, the Tibetan troops in Rongpa Tsa and Tsakha Lho were fully
engaged in their mission to drive away the Chinese troops. For the detailed and
true descriptions of the Tibetan and Chinese wars during that time, please see Eric
Teichman’s Travels of a Consular Officer in Eastern Tibet.

The Tibetan and Chinese representatives met in Chamdo and they negotiated
on border issues in the presence of the British representative for many days, and
finally concluded a 13-point agreement on August 19, 1918. They made the Drichu
River the temporary border between China and Tibet. According to the agreement,
except Derge and Palyul, all the Tibetan areas to the east of the Drichu River were
parts of China, while the Tibetan government had powers over the religious affairs
of the monasteries lying on the west of the Drichu River that were currently under
Chinese control.

Teichman visited the Sino-Tibetan battle site at Rongpatsa, where the Chinese
and Tibetans again signed a four-point agreement on September 5, 1918, with both
sides agreeing to the withdrawal of their troops from the area. For the full body of
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the agreement, please sce Shakabpa's Polical History of Tibet. In accordance with the
agreement, both Chinese and Tibetan troops withdrew from the bartlefield within
the time limit fixed by the agreement. From the wording of the treaties and the
situation of that time, it is very clear that Tibet's military power was not too weak
to be overpowered easily. Moreover, the Tibetans concluded accords with China
and Britain on equal footing, which clearly demonstrated Tibet's political status at
the time. As evident from many historical sources in Tibetan and English, had the
British government not mediated at that time, the Tibetan forces would have easily
retaken the lost territories, including Dartsedo and Jyekundo, from the Chinese.

In the meantime in Derge, the two sons of the Derge chieftain had a dispute
over the inheritance of their father’s power and dominions. Kalon Lama Jampa
Tendar decided that both sons had the right over their father's power, and their
succession to the chieftainship would be decided when they attained the age of
majority. He appointed Brigadier Khyungrampa and Tethongpa to be in charge of
the administration of Derge in the interim, according to the wishes of the officials
of the late Derge chieftain. He then issued a decree on the 24th day of the tenth
Tibetan month of the Earth-Horse [1938] to the people of Dokham as guidelines
to their behaviour and actions.

Previously, in 1896, Chao Erh-feng led the military campaign in Kham during
which his troops destroyed many monasteries and tortured the people to the extreme.
Twenty long years of Sino-Tibetan conflicts in Kham thereafter brought uemendous
suffering to all the people of both the monastic and lay communities. Now, as the
Chinese forces were driven away, the people saw a slight ray of happiness. On the other
hand, since Tibet and China always lived in suspicion of each other, and remained
ready to fight a territorial war, a large number of Tibetan troops were stationed at
Tibetan border areas. As a result, the local people faced some difficulties, as they had
to arrange accommodation facilities, fodder, firewood and labour for transportation
of the army’s grain (salary), with or without wages for their labour.

E. The situation in Lhasa and Eastern Tibet

As mentioned above, apart from improving the Tibetan military system in
accordance with the changes over time, the entire Tibetan military was divided into
different regiments, numbered in Tibetan alphabets (Ka-dang, kha-dang, Ga-dang,
Nga-dang, etc.), and adopted various military insignias and titles. Those boys who
had completed training in the British military system in Gyantse were appionted
to different regiments, with particular responsibilities. In this way, Tibet once again
made great improvements in their military system, in accordance with the needs of

the modern times.
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Initially, the government mint, the main source of the government’s revenue,
was located at Shol Dopal. Later, during the time of Meru Ta Lama Tenzin Chodrak
and Chibje Drumpa’s son Tseten Wangdu as in charge of the Machine Project,
the government set up a mint and armoury at Metog Kyetsel, a silver and bronze
stamping factory at Dagpo Lhasol and a gold-coin mint at Nortolingka in Lhasa.
Silver monetary coins of 5 zho in the series from 45th to 51st year of the 15th
Rabjung cycle were produced. Thereafter, copper monetary coins of 20 srang as well
as 1 zho and 5 kar in the series of 51st to 54th years of the 15th Rabjung cycle were
produced and issued for circulation.

Thereafter, when Jangngopa Rigzin Dorji arrived from England (after training),
he set up a hydroelectric power station at Dogde in Lhasa, and shifted the mints to
Dogde. An electrical powered machinery factory called the “Treasure of Extersively
Amazing Powers of Mind’*” was built at Drapchi, and there currency notes and
coins, as well as weapons and weaponary parts were manufactured. A branch
machinery workshop was also set up at Nerbu Tsokhyil in Dromo.

The government at that time was planning to deploy a large army to the borders.
In order to collect grains towards the salary of the army, the government imposed
a grain tax on all the landlords, chieftains and aristocrats who held large estates
and manors. The government ordered Tashi Lhunpo administration to contriubte
annually one fourth of the total quantity of grain spent on the army in a year,
instead of paying a fixed quantity of grain as tax. Tax officers and their assistant
staff were appointed in U-Tsang, Kham and Domé. In such ways, the government
continuously collected grains through different methods, to provide for the army.

Tashi Lhunpo, a kind of second capital of Tibet, was latge, rich and politically
powerful. In 1923, when the government ordered it to give grain tax, the Panchen
Rinpoche, accompanied by a small retinue, left for Mongolia and China, at the
instigation of some of his officials. The Kuomintang government, though not in a
position to extend any assistance to him, took advantage of the situation and used
him extensively to achieve their political goals.

In ancient times, Tibert established a religious relationship with India. In the
process, the Indian religion [Buddhism] and culture spread in Tibet. Later on,
Tibet developed close relations with Mongolia and China, and as a result of this,
China and Mongolia wielded some influence on Tibet in terms of military systems,
language and culture. At one point of time in history, Tibet also had good relations
with Nepal, hence a Nepalese school was founded in Lhasa, which continued for
some years. Afterwards, when Tibet became close to Britain, the need was felt to
learn English, which thus led to the founding of an English school at Gyantse in
1923, with E Lodlow as the teacher. The school was however closed after three years
under the strong pressure of monastic sections, who argued that the school would
spread western culture in the country and harm the Dharma.
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Regarding the Tiberan military system, it underwent substantial changes over
the course of time, and finally the British military system was adopted as the model.
The Tibetan government sent young soldiers to India and Changlochan in Gyantse
to receive training in the British military system.

Commander-in-chief Tsarong Shape” showed great respect to his subordinate
young officers. The young officers took interest in fashions and western lifestyles.
They played polo on the grounds of Drapchi. They conducted maneuvers, such as
rock climbing and target practice, on the hillsides of Sera and Drepung monasteries.
In this way, because of their inclination towards western culture, they became an
eyesore to some senior lay and monk officials of the government and some older
monks of various monasteries who were hostile to modernization. Then, during a
stocktaking at Shol armoury, some British model rifles were found missing. The
Vice Commander-in-Chief Gajang Tenpa Tsering was as a result demoted to the
rank of ordinary office secretary (drung kyus). One day after that, when the Assembly
was in session, discussing the taxation of the cabinet members and army officers
to increase the revenues to meet the expenditure of the proposed recruitment of
1,000 new troops in the Tibetan army, some commanders, including Drumpa
Dzasak, Doring Taiji, Brigadier Shankhawa of the Bodyguard Regiment, Brigadier
Tsogo, Salungpa and army staff Yeshi Wangyal and Tamdin went en masse into
the conference hall, and strongly demanded the inclusion of army representatives
in the Assembly. This caused friction between military officers and government
officials. The Kashag urgently called monks from Sera and Drepung monasteries,
and stationed them at Potala and Norbulingka, and assigned security guards to the
residences of government drungtsi officials™. The army ofhicers in response issued
guns to the soldiers. Due to misunderstandings between the two sides, a bitter clash
nearly took place. The Dalai Lama, through Prime Minister Sholkhang, advised the
drungtsi officials who had summoned the meeting and the army officers to come
to terms through peaceful reconciliation. The Master Chamberlain conducted
an investigation into the matter, and submitted a report to the Dalai Lama, who
accordingly issued an order. Kalon Khemepa Rinchen Wangyal was demoted to the
Dzasak rank. Sampho Taiji, the secretary of the Assembly, was made receptionist.
Brigadier Shankawa and Tsogo were demoted to the post of junior secretary. Besides
them, others who were involved in the case were given punishments according to
the seriousness of their acts. The case was solved in this manner.

Rumours had it that the Dalai Lama felt disappointment with Kalon Tsarong
for his alleged involvement in the case. Soon after that, Tsarong was sent to visit
the Machinery Factory at Dromo Norbu Tsokyil and on business trips to India.
During his tour in India and Nepal, he was accorded warm official receptions and
necessary arrangements by the Indian and Nepalese governments, as deserving for
a commander-in-chief of the respective countries. When he arrived at Chushur on
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his way back to Lhasa from India, he received a short notice from the Dalai Lama’s
secretariat, saying that his army position had been withdrawn, and that he was to
continue as minister only. In urtter sadness, he arrived in Lhasa.

The army officers had to bear some disgraces that year. In place of Tsarong,
Drumpa Dzasak Namgyal Gyaltsen was appointed, with some hopes on him,
However, since he was easygoing, addicted to drugs and indulged in gambling and
entertainments, his poor leadership seriously weakened military affairs. He was soon
replaced by Tsipon Lungshar Dorji Gyaltsen in the post of Commander-in-Chief
and Brigadier Nangkarwa Wangchuk Tharchin was appointed as his assistant. In
that year, Kalon Jampa Tendar, the Governor-General of Kham, passed away, and
Kalon Trimon was appointed in his place.

Kalon Jampa Tendar, though not highly educated, was generally knowledgeable
in various fields, and was brave, tough and patriotic. He was capable, good-natured
and exceptionally honest. He was appointed Commander-in-Chief by the Dalai
Lama during the time when the Tibetans were struggling hard to purge the Lu
Chun’s troops from Lhasa, with great hopes placed on him. He successfully expelled
all the Chinese troops from Lhasa. After that, he was sent to Kham to drive away the
Chinese forces. Under his leadership, the Tibetan army expelled the entire Chinese
force from Kham, as if dust was blown away, and brought peace and happiness
to the region. During his tenure as the Governor-General of Kham, he not only
successfully carried out his military and secular responsibilities, but also looked after
his subjects with great love and kindness, and did not harrass them. Because of that,
he was liked and respected by everyone. He set up schools in Riowche, Chamdo,
Drakyab and Markham, and appointed government staff to teach in these schools.
Many students who attended these schools later emerged proficient in written
Tibetan language, and since then the tradition of learning written Tibetan language
greatly spread in those areas.

That year, with the help of the British government of India, Tibet launched
postal services, connecting Gyantse to Shigatse, Gyantse to Lhasa and Lhasa to
Kongpo Gyamda, and postal stamps were issued. Landline phone connections were
set up, joining Dromo and Lhasa via Gyantse. Tibet was thus heading towards
modernization. At the same time, the former shodrung officers’ were appointed
as army ofhicers, who had to perform military tests of skills such as shooting guns
and arrows and throwing spears from horseback and archery in the presence of
cabinet members and large spectators. These displays proved greatly beneficial for
the improvement of the military skills of the Tibetan army.

In 1928, the Finance Department of the Tibetan government suggested to the
Dalai Lama that since there were many new weapons, it would be good if military
tests of skills for new army staff included majorly the equestrian sports, target
firing as well as dissembling and assembling guns of various sizes, machines guns,
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in additon to the traditional military tests. The Dalai Lama replied that for the
time being it should be left that way. Actually, he was said to have faced a dilemma
pecause of the difference in opinion between the army and civil officials on this
matter, and [ chink this is true.

The arrival of the Lu Chun forces had badly damaged the police system of
Lhasa. In order to restore it, Sonam Legden [S. W. Laden La, 1876-1936)%, an
expert in the British police system, was invited from Darjeeling to Tibe: to teach the
police system to the Dadang Regiment of Lhangam Phunsum. After the training
was over, Sonam Legden was appointed as the Superintendent of Police in Lhasa,
with the Dzasak rank, and Mondrong Khenrab Kunsang, who studied in England,
as his assistant. Dhokhar S$¢ Phuntsok Rabgye, Lhading Sé, Mipon Gyaldrong
Nangso, Tsedrung Khenrab Tsultrim and Shodrung Jingpa Surpa were appointed
as police officers. It was widely said that with the institution of the police force in
Lhasa, there was great improvement in law and order, the cleanliness of the areas,
and public security in and around Lhasa city.

In the same year, the governments of British-India and Tibet agreed to
construct motorways, joining Dromo to Lhasa through Gyantse for the special
purpose of transportation of commercial goods and military supplies from India
to the British trade mart in Gyantse. A motorway up to Gyantse was constructed,
with stations at every night stop. Soon a few jeeps started to arrive in Lhasa by
that road. In 1929, however, the villages that lay along the road between Dromo
and Gyantse complained strongly to the Tibetan government thart transportation of
goods by vehicles harmed their economy of riding transportation, which was their
main source of livelihood, and requested the government to halt road construction.
Hence, compelled by a strong concern for the welfare of its citizens, the Tibetan
government had to postpone the construction of roads indefinitely.

In 1929, the Dalai Lama conceived an idea that he should first import four
small vehicles from India and use them whenever he visited Drapchi Powerhouse
and other places in and around Lhasa, to make people accustomed to the sighs,
so that he could gradually construct roads throughout the country and vehicles
could be used on these roads. However, faced with various obstructions, he could
not carry out his plans. Actually, this is not the case just with Tibet: it is a universal
phenomenon that if the time is not ripe, any kind of innovative project will face
different kinds of hindrances.

The government passed a law strictly prohibiting not only the consumption,
but even the importing of opium, cigarettes and tobacco from foreign countries
because they are not only extremely harmful to life, but also they are very unethical
from a religious point of view. The law also prohibited all types of gambling such as
thupacu, cards and mahjong, that were sources of quarrelling and fighting. The law
also forbade people from hunting and killing all kinds of wild animals, living on
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dry land or in water, thus protecting the lives of animals. The Dalai Lama made a
great attempt to rule the country in accordance with the principles of the Dharma,
but he faced difficulties in practical terms. For example, some people of the Gurkha
community in Lhasa” engaged in drug dealing with the support of the Gurkha
community in violation of the country’s law. When the police went to arrest one
person, he ran away and sought refuge in the Gurkha Embassy. The police entered
the house and arrested him. The Gurkha ambassador complained that this was a
violation of international law. This nearly caused a war between Nepal and Tibet.
The Tibetan government immediately ordered the regiments of Dingti and Shigatse
to be ready in the event of war. It decided to order Colonel Kyisur to bring his force
to Lhasa if the need arose. Immediately, the British government mediated in the
dispute and the Tibetan government apologized to the Gurkha ambassador for the
mistake of allowing the Tibetan police officer to enter the Gurkha Embassy. The
crisis was thus resolved.

Since most of those who were engaged in gambling, such as dominos (sbag),
mahjong and cards were government officials, businesspersons, senior monk ofhcials
of monasteries and officials of large lama estates, the police faced tremendous
difhculties in checking them.

Around that time, the Russian government sent to Lhasa a Mongolian monk
and a Russian man named Dzangpo, and thereafter a Russian army commander,
with the purpose of restoring the relationship between Tibet and Russia. Bound
by the Tibet-Britain Simla Convention, Tibet did not accept Russia’s proposal of
friendship. Rumour had it that after three months, those Russian envoys left Tibet
in despair. Sometime later, the Kuomintang requested the Tibetan government to
allow its representatives to make an official visit to Tibet, but the permission was
not granted. In 1927, when Abbot Konchok Jungne of Yangon Monastery returned
to Tibet from China, Chang Kai-shiek sent through him a letter and gifts to the
Dalai Lama. The letter stated that if Tibet accepted China’s suzerainty over Tibet,
the Chinese would help and support Tibet anytime, and they would arrange the
return of the Panchen Rinpoche to Tibet. The Dalai Lama replied that while he
appreciated the friendly relationship between Tibet and China on an equal status,
he would not entertain the idea of Chinas suzerainty over Tibet.

In those days, the general situation in Eastern Tibet was calm and peaceful.
However, due to the frequent movements of the staff of the Governor-General of
Kham, Tibetan army camps, army salary officers and district staff from one place to
another created great difficulties to the people living along the way, as they imposed
corvée and free pack animals to the people. Moreover, they engaged in many corrupt
practices, such as buying grains wholesale from people and reselling them at a high
price, and dishonesty in the implementation of tax systems and laws. Therefore, the
local people made repeated complaints to the government against those civil and



The Invasion of Tibet by Manchu Lu Chun’s Army, & their Expulsion from Tibet 41

army officers. This led the Dalai Lama in 1929 to issue an edict bearing his seal to
all the civil and military officers and monasteries in Kham, stating that they were
not allowed to exploit the citizens by any means, directly or indirectly. At the same
time, he instituded a probe into the matter, and punished all those who were found
to be corrupt or dishonest in their duties, and bestowed gifts and honours on those
who worked with dedication and looked after the people with love and care.

For the polirical and religious status and territorial safety of Tibet, the Tibetan
governmentstarted to initiate relations and make correspondences with neighbouring
countries. In 1931, for example, the Tibetan government sent a letter to Mahatma
Gandhi, an Indian freedom struggle leader, who used non-violent methods to
fight for Indian independence. In the 1930s, through Suydam Cutting™, the first
American to visit Tibet, the Tibetan government sent a letter to the US President
Hoover (Herbert Clark Hoover) in connection with trade and political matters.
Similarly, through Tokan Tada, the Tibetan government exchanged many letters
with the Japanese Prime Minister. I have mentioned these only as examples, as in
fact the Tibetan government exchanged letters and made contact with all the small
and large countries.

At one time, Commander-in-Chief Kalon Tsarong Dradul, Finance Minaster
Tsipon Lungshar Dorji Tsegyal and the Dalai Lama’s favored attendant Thupten
Kunphel were favourites of the Dalai Lama and were very powerful and popular
figures of the Tibetan government of the time in terms of both wealth and status
in both political and military spheres. However, the three were very jealous and
competitiveamong themselves for power. When Tsarong was serving as Commander-
in-Chief, some rifles were found missing, he was hence demoted to the post of
dzasak (third rank). He still continued as a favourite of the Dalai Lama.

In 1931 with the consolidation of the government’s mints at Make, Sertam and
Dogde under Drapchi Electrical Machine Office, Thupten Kunphel was appointed
its supervisor and Khendrung Ngoshi Thupten Kunkhyen and Tsipon Chaluba
Sonam Phuntsok as his assistants. The new factory produced monetary copper coins
and colorful paper notes, as well as manufactured arms, including ammunition. In
1932, Dzasak Tsarong (formerly Kalon Tsarong) was appointed to the Drapchi
Electrical Machine Office.

After that, Drumpa Dzasak, Changchen Gung and Doring Taiji and
his soldiers, Yutok Sé Taring and many other officers and troops were sent to
Changlochen in Gyantse to receive British military training under him. The
training included maneuver, target practice and assembling and operating guns
and artilleries. After completion of their training, they were appointed to various
regiments as training instructors.

British model rifles such as Lewis guns, machine guns and artilleries brought
from India and kept at the Shol armoury were shifted into the newly built armoury
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at the Drapchi Electrical Machine Office. There again, some guns were found
missing according to the arm register of the Army Headquarters. Due to this
mistake, among others, Lungshar was removed from the post of Commander-in-
Chief, and he was to continue as Tsipon only. The assistant to the Commander-
in-Chief, Nangkar Wangchuk, who was the Brigadier of the Bodyguard Regiment,
was made the Commander-in-Chief. He did not have a government post, but he
had full powers over military affairs. The preamble of the rulebook of the Drapchi
armoury, bearing the seal of the Dalai Lama, read as below:

In the Wood-Tiger year of the 15th Rabjung cycle, (1914}, when Prime Minister
Shatra Paljor Dorji was retuning to Lhasa from India after he had concluded a
tripartite treaty between Britain, Tibet and China for the peaceful coexistence between
Tibet and China in the future based on their “priest and patron” relationship, the
British government sent through him 5,000 British rifles, including ammunition,
to Tibet as gifts. The Regent, Prime Minister Shatra and all the cabinet ministers
including Sholkhang, Changkyim, Kalon Lama Jampa Tendar and Kalon Tseten
Wangchuk, through unanimous agreement, deposited them at the Shol armoury.
The Commander-in-Chief Dzasak Dasang Dradul and the vice Commander-in-chief
Yulha Tenpa Tsewang, who replaced Trimon Norbu Wangyal, when the latter was
appointed to the post of minister, were put in charge of the armoury. The two were
instructed to maintain a proper register for all the arms, and to deal with all the marters
relating to arms, including their maintenance, in accordance with the rulebook of
the armoury. Though such an exemplary system was adopted, the two commanders
whiled away their time and neglected their responsibilities. Therefore both of them
were thus removed from their posts one after another. After that, Dzasak Drumpa
Namgyal Gyaltsen was appointed the Commander-in-Chief with the Dzasak rank
in hope that he would perform his duty better because he was a relative [of Dalai
Lama). Nevertheless, instead of realizing the kindness shown to him and putting all
his efforts towards his responsibilities, he did not keep a proper register of all kinds
of arms, and neglected the maintenance and preservation of the arms. Though he
was from an aristocratic family and enjoyed high status, he fell under the influence of
bad friends and indulged in opium use and other unethical habits regularly. Though
a committee of monk and lay officials was appointed to witness the charge handling
between the outgoing and incoming commanders-in-chief, he dillydallied and did not
hand over the charge to the new incumbent promptly and properly. With the result,
a special punishement was given to him. After that, Tsipon Lungsharwa Dorji Tseten
was appointed as Commander-in-Chief to work jointly with Brigadier Nangkarwa
of the Bodyguard Regiment. Despite quite efficient and knowledgeable about legal
systems, and obliged to perform his responsibilities with great dedication and sincerity

in accordance with the wishes of His Holiness, he organized a weeklong party in the



The Invasion of Tibet by Manchu Lu Chuns Army, & sheir Expulsion from Tibet 43

name of celebration for the new post even before he had had a ceremonial audience
with His Holiness. He took great advantages of his post and always sat at a dzasaks seat
during official functions and kept guards at his residence. Except on a few assigned
duties and plans, he made decisions at his own discretion against the orders of the
government, without even consulting his colleague Brigadier Nangkarwa. Without
keeping any reserve for the regular army salaries, he submitted many proposals to the
government, only to boast his personal achievements. Moreover, more than 300 arms
were found short in the arm register of the Army Headquarters. Though he was te make
immediately a new proper list of the British model rifles of all sizes and their parts,
after thorough checking, to the government, he did not attend his office regularly and
neglected his work. He was thus removed from the post of senior commander-in-chief
for the safety of whole country.

The above situation clearly shows the general situation in Tibet of the time. At that
time, Thupten Kunphel, the personal attendant of the Dalai Lama, was at the peak of
his power. Though he did not hold any post in the government, he had the privilege of
occupying a seat among the senior monk officials of the rank of khende (title of monk
officials) whenever there were official ceremonies and functions. When he visited in
and around Lhasa and Drapchi, he used to travel in a black Austin A40. When he
sometimes visited the Kashag, even the ministers had to stand up for him, in respect.
He created a new regiment called the Drongdak Regiment, the “Regiment of Well-
to-do Families”. He collected 1,000 boys, one each from the rich and aristocratic
families of U-Tsang against their wishes. He still recruited new soldiers. He appointed
Yutok’s son Tashi Dhondup, Acting Brigadier Taring’s son Jigme Sumtsen and
Colonel Ngabo's son Ngawang Jigme, who had completed British military training at
Changlo in Gyantse, as commanders of the new regiment. This regiment had better
uniforms, food and medical facilities. This caused some dissatisfaction among other
Tibetan army regiments. Since all the soldiers of this new regiment came from well-
to-do families, they did not like hard military training and the routine disciplines
of the army. Some families hired other boys to send to the army in place of their
sons. The barrack of the Drongdak Regiment was located near and to the west of
Drapchi Electrical Machine Office. Rumours circulated that Kunphen-la established

the regiment in order to secure his power.

E Suppression of the Revolt led by Powo Kanam Depa

The communities of Powo in upper Kham used to pay nominal taxes annually to
the Tibetan government, and lived happily and peacefully. Later, Lu Chun army
panetrated into Kham and greatly exploited the people of Powo by forcefully
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extorting grains, furs and so on. The Powo people rose up in revolt against the
Chinese troops. China sent a huge number of additional Chinese troops in separate
batches to suppress the revolt. However, due to the extremely rough and tough
terrain of the region, with narrow paths, steep valleys, rivers and thick forest, the
Chinese troops suffered defeat after defeat on the way, and finally they returned
without being able to suppress the revolt. Afterwards when the Tibetans expelled
all the Chinese troops from U-Tsang and Kham, the people of Powo approzched
Kalon Jampa Tendar, the Governor-General of Kham, and told him that they would
adhere to the government’s laws and pay taxes to the government as before. It was
agreed that they would cooperate with the army salary collectors as and when they
came to collect grains from them, and that they did not have to give any extra taxes
to the government. Hence, they lived peacefully and happily thereafter.

Later, during the time of Kalon Trimon as Governor-General of Kham, the
salary officer Rutsa Khenchung dispatched grain collectors to Powo. After that, when
Kalon Menkhab Topa was serving as Governor-General of Kham, he dispatched one
platoon of the Tibetan army to guard the army’s grain store. The army’s salary staff
and the Powo people got into clash, and the people of Powo made a surprise attack
on the salary office, and killed all of the salary staff and guards of the grain store. In
1927, Kalon Menkab dispatched Brigadier Tanawa of the Jadang Regiment with his
regiment troops from Lho Dzong to Powo to suppress the revolt. The Powo people
ambushed the Tibetan troops in a forest valley, killing Brigadier Tanawa and some
of his soldiers. The troops retaliated and the fighting lasted for several days. In this
incident, about 200 Powo men and 90 soldiers of the Jadang Regiment were killed or
wounded. The remaining soldiers of the Jadang Regiment, with the excuse of having
no commander to lead them, ran away to Rowoche.

Thereafter, the Tibetan forces surrounded Powo from different sides. From
Chamdo, Khenchung Dawa, leading the local militia of Shotarlhosum, marched to
Powo via Khyungtor-la pass and Powo Chudo. Brigadier Dhokharwa and his troops
advanced to Powo from the side of Gangring. Five hundred troops of the Dingri
Regiment advanced to Powo from Dung-la pass from northern side. The Jadang
Regiment troops commanded by Brigadier Tsogo headed to Powo from the side
of Tsa-la pass. Brigadier Kheme of the Drapchi Regiment led his troops to Powo
via Kongpo Luna. At Dungla pass, the Dingri Regiment troops faced resistance
from Powo army, and both sides suffered high casualties . Without further fighting,
Kanam Depa and his main supporters fled to Assam. The Drapchi Brigadier and
some of his troops pursued them, but could not catch them. Kanam Depa’s chief
officials including Nyilog Depa, Khartag Depa, Gontsa Depa and Khardo Depa
and two other depas (chiefs) were arrested and sent to Lhasa. The rest of the troops

of Kanam Depa surrendered, and the Tibetan government re-established its rule
over Powo.
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Later, when Menkab Topa became the Governor-General of Kham, he, along
with his staff, personally visited Powo where he conducted a survey and reorganized
the tax sources. The Jadang Regiment, under the command of Brigadier Tsogo,
was stationed at Powo as security force and the rest of the Tibetan troops were
withdrawn. Soon after that, at the request of the people of Powo, the Jadang
Regiment too was withdrawn from Powo.

The following is a short excerpt from the report of Lieutenant Ogyen Dorji of
the Gadang Regiment, who took part in the Tibetan army’s war with Powo:

Ijoined the army at the age of sixteen. [ was sent to Shopando where I received military
training under Gadang Brigadier Salungpa, Garu Yulha and Captain Changshing.
At that time, the Kanam Depa led an uprising against the Tibetan government; the
Governor-General of Kham dispatched our platoon to Powo to suppress the revolt.
Through a snowy mountain called Akhu-la Mountain, marching days and nights on
foot, we arrived at Shorag. As most of us suffered from frostbite, we had to spend
the night there. After that, starting from Yuro Monastery at upper Powo, we fought
with the rebel troops as we went on, until we reached Sho Dzong and Chudo Dzong
of Powo. We met Brigadier Tsogo and Khenchung Dawa with their soldiers. There
I heard in detail that Powo troops had murdered Brigadier Tanawa and some of his

soldiers, and captured some soldiers near the place called Dashing,

Thereafter, the Tibetan army captured most districts of Powo. Though Kanam
Depa and some of his men managed to flee to India through Dora Range, his chief
officials were arrested and sent to Lhasa. Soon after that, the Governor-General
of Kham visited Powo and conducted a census. He presented all the soldiers and
commanders with a feast and rich rewards. After that, all the regiments were
withdrawn from Powo. As per his instruction, our unit proceeded to Derge Changra
via Lho Dzong to defend the region. There we met most of the commanders and
troops of the Shigatse, Gyantse and Dingri regiments, including Brigadier Trethong
and Brigadier Thangpon.

In the Iron-Horse year, 1930, after several years serving as the security force at
Dzingkhog in Derge, the Gadang Regiment, commanded by Caprain Chagphug
and the Second Brigadier, got an opportunity to return home. In its place came the
Nyadang Regiment under the command of Brigadier Demon.

G. The War of Resistance against the Xining Chinese and the
Kuomintang Chinese

In 1918, with Britain as mediator, Tibet and China concluded an agreement in
Chamdo for a ceasefire in Rongpatsa. In accordance with the terms of the agreement,



46 Political & Military History of Tibet Vol-1I

both sides withdrew their troops from Rongpatsa and remained peaceful for some
time. Not long after that, however, Trehor Sadhutsang’s son, the reincarnation of a
lama of Nyarong Monastery of Beri, and the chief of Beri did not get along in their
“priest and patron” relationship. The Beri chief seized the estates and documents
of Nyarong Monastery, forcing the lama to seek asylum in Dargye Monastery. This
led to a dispute between Dargye Monastery and the Beri chief in 1928 over the
monastic estates of the Nyarong lama, subsequently leading to violence berween
the two sides. The Beri chief was backed by Sichuan’s warlord Lui Wen-hui who led
a large force on Dargye Monastery. The Governor-General of Kham commanded
the militias of the six tribes of Trehor and the Gadang Regiment troops of Brigadier
Tethong who were on defense duty at Changra in Derge to help Dargye Monastery.
After a biuter fight, the Chinese side suffered tremendous casualties and retreated
to Kandze Monastery. On the way, they captured Sadhu Chondze Tagla and other
members of Dargye Monastery alive and took them along with them. They killed or
wounded Garu Yulha and many of his troops. With the help of Dargye Monastery
and the local militias, the Tibetan force made rapid assaults on the Chinese, and
retook all the Tibetan areas up to Tau Draggo and Nyarong. At the end, the Chinese
troops and the local leaders of Nyarong submitted to the Tibetans. The Tibetan force
seized all their arms, and dispatched all the seized men, including their belongings
and animals to the Governor-General of Kham, escorted by a small Tibetan force.

At the same time, in southern Markham, backed by local militias and monk
volunteers led by Ge Acho and Adruk of Gongkar Labrang, the Tibetan force
under the command of Colonel Kalsang and Colonel Kala Dorji Tseten of the
Khadang Regiment launched a rapid and continuous attack on the Chinese, killing,
wounding or capturing alive many Chinese officers and soldiers, thereby retaking
the whole region of Batang from the Chinese control. They seized about 200 rifles
of different sizes, and handed them over to the Governor-General of Kham. Having
emerged victorious in the above two battles, the Khadang Regiment remained there
for two years defending the territory.

The main credit for the victory of the Tibetan forces in the battles of Horkhog
and Batang should go to the valorous and concerted support offered by the local
people and monks of Dargye Monastery, and the Gongkar Labrang, for the safeguard
of their country and religion. Another reason for the Tibetans’ victory was that the
Tibetan troops had been provided with several hundreds of long-nozzle British
rifles, along with ammunitions, by the Tibetan government with great hopes placed
on them since they were like the guards of the eastern gate of Tibet.

Soon after that, Tan Kaun-sen and Liu Tsien-ting, the representatives of Lui
Wen-hui of Sichuan, requested the Governor-General of Kham to negotiate for

truce. The request was accepted, and the Tibetan’s control over Horkhog and
Dartsedo was restored.
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In 1931, Kalon Ngabo Tamdin Phuntsok™ replaced Kalon Montopa as
Governor-General of Kham. At that time, the Tibetan government continuously
sent weapons and reserve troops to Kham. The regiments of Khadang, Gadang,
Jadang, Nyadang and Thadang were posted in Horkhog and Derge. A collection
of troops of the Khadang, Gadang, Jadang and Thadang regiments were stationed
in Markham and Batang. The Ngadang and Cadang regiments, the militia of
Shotarlhosum, the troops of four divisions of northern Tibet and the local militia
of Khyungpo were posted in Nangchen and Kyido (Kyegudo).

In that year, the Shigatse Regiment, under the command of Brigadier
Khyungrampa, was dispatched to support the Tibetan force in Horkhog. Thereafter,
with Brigadier Demonpa of the Nyadang Regiment in Horkhog, Brigadier
Khemepa and Brigadier Sheling Sé of the Khadang Regiment in Nyarong, without
knowing the strength of the enemy’s force, without making a proper logistic plan
and preparation, and without informing the Governor-General of Kham, he led a
military expedition to Drebo with the hope of retaking the lost Tibetan areas up
to Dartsedo. In response, Liu Wen-hui applied his entire force on Nyarong, Beri
Sekhar Monastery and Horkhog. The Tibetan forces led by Colonel Yarlung Tashi
Dawa and Colonel Anan Dawa of the Khadang Regiment, Captain Gongma of the
Gadang Regiment, Colonel Lobsang Yonten of the Chadang Regiment, Captain
Dripa Dorji of the Nyadang Regiment and Colonel Gonpo of the Tadang Regiment,
backed by the local militias and local people as well as the monk volunteers of the
region, defended their position for many days and nights with great force. However,
due to the overwhelming size of the Chinese forces and their superior weapons, the
Tibetan forces gradually lost ground, as they lost more than one hundred ofhcers and
soldiers, including the 3rd captain the Gadang Regiment, Lieutenant Dradul of the
Khadang Regiment, Lieutenant Dwagpo of the Nyadang Regiment and Chunang
Karchen. Many of their soldiers were wounded. In short, overwhelmed by the
enemy’s large force, the Tibetans retreated to Kamthog Druga ferry of Derge, while
the Chinese raided and destroyed Dargye Monastery. All the monks fled and gathered
at Trawo Do, to the west of the Drichu, where they created an army camp.

At the urgent request of Ngabo, the Governor-General of Kham, the Tibetan
government sent the Chadang Artillery Regiment and representatives from the
Three Monastic Seats, along with their assistants (gdan thus ab phrug), to help him.
The British government of India suggested to the Koumintang government that
they mediate and arrange a negotiation, but it replied that it was helpless because the
Sichuan prefecture was independent of Kuomintang government. After that, when
the Kuomintang Chinese (smad rgya) launched offensives in Batang, the Tibetans
troops, jointly with local recruits, monks and people, put up a stiff resistance, days
and nights. However, the Tibetans suffered defeat due to lack of reserve troops and
military supplies arriving in time, and gradually lost Batang to the Chinese. The
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Tibetan troops fled to the west of the Drichu (Yangtse) and remained separately at
Markham Bum, Yusho and Sampa Druga boat crossings and Chidzong Range.

The Tibetans suffered heavy defeats in the battles of Horkhog, Nyarong and
Batang, thus losing all those areas to the Chinese. Brigadier Khyungrampa of
Shigatse, Chinese commander Tse Lieyang (tang) and a tea proprietor Rigzin Dorji
agreed to negotiate for a ceasefire. Consequently, in February 1932, the Tibetans,
having no other option, concluded a truce with the Chinese, deciding on the
Kamthog Druga ferry crossing of Derge as the border berween China and Tibet.
The Chinese released Sadhu Chondze Takla, who had been taken to Dartsedo
for imprisonment, in exchange for Nyarong chieftain and others who had been
captured from Chamdo by the Tibetan forces. A brief account of the above Sino-
Tibet wars is found in the autobiography of Lieutenant Ogyan Dorji of the Gadang
Shigatse Regiment who fought in the above battles. Following is a short excerpt
from his account:

In the Iron-Sheep year, 1931, when Beri and Dargye Monastery were plunged into
internal strife, the Tibetan government ordered the dispatch of five hundred troops of
the Gadang Regiment, under the command of Brigadier Khyungrampa and the first
and second colonels, to help the Tibetan forces in Horkhog. We [the troops of the
Gadand Regiment] travelled on a forced march via Nagchu for many days and nights
until we reached Kandze. In the twelfth month of the year 1931, the Chinese forces
attacked us from three different directions—Nyarong, Tongkhog and Drago. We
made counter attacks and the battle continued until the seventh Tibetan month of
the year 1932. At thar time, the Tibetans had a large force, comprising the troops of
Brigadier Kheme and lieutenant Narag of the Khadang Regiment, Brigadier Demon
and Colonel Gonpo of the Nyadang Regiment, militia of Shotarlhosum and the
monk volunteers of Dargye Monastery. Collectively we fought the enemy for many
days and nights with great courage and effort for the sake of the country. Both
the Chinese and Tibetan sides suffered heavy casualties. Since we did not receive
additional troops, arms or food supplies on time, we faced extreme difficulties, due
to which we eventually had to flee to Kamthok Druga of Derge. Then we remained
on the west of the Drichu river while the Chinese remained on the east of the river.
Thereafter, Brigadier Khyungrampa and Captain Ringzin Dorji negotiated with the

Chinese for a ceasefire, barring either side from crossing the Drichu.

Coinciding with the above battle, a dispute arose between the army of Ma Pufeng,
the warlord of Xining, and Tibetan army over the religious matter of Surmang
Namgyal Lhatse of Nangchen. The Xining Chinese attacked Jyekundo and Dengko
simultaneously. In response, the Tibetan forces, comprising the troops of the
Khadang, Gadang, Ngadang, Cadang and Chadang regiments with the support

of the militia of Shotarlhosum, made prolonged counter attacks. Moreover, a
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Tibetan detachment commanded by Colonel Narag Gyurme Tseten of the Khadang
Regiment, who was famous for his bravery, made repressive attacks on the Chinese,
so that they managed to retake the areas beyond Chokhor Monastery up to a distance
of a one-day’s march.

At another battlefield, a narrow valley to the north of Dolma Lhakang, the
Gadang Regiment under the command of Captain Bugangpa and the Xining
force, led by Yintang Gyau, a famous Chinese commander of the time, fought
for many days. The Tibetans killed many Chinese officers and troops, including
Yintang Gyau. Several officers and troops were also killed or wounded on the
Tibetan side. The Tibetans emerged victorious, and remained there and relaxed. In
the third Tibetan month of the same year, the Xining force, having received large
additional troops, launched a stormy war on Dengko, forcing the Tibetan troops
to pull back to the west of the Drichu River. At that time, due to a mistake on the
part of the Tibetan enemy-watchers (rgyang so) for not sensing the arrival of the
Chinese troops, the Chinese launched a sudden attack on Chokhor Monastery
under the cover of night. Except for the vanguard force, the rest of the Tibetan
army, along with their artilleries, shells and other important weapons moved
back. Despite the Tibetan vanguard making strong counterattacks, the Chinese
force overwhelmed them, in both number of troops and quality of weapons. The
Tibetans were finally besieged by the Chinese forces. Colonel Naragpa of the
Drapchi Regiment; Colonel Sangda Lasampa, Captain Trinley Paljor, Phuntsok
Dorji, Trakhog and about 100 soldiers of the Artillery Regiment; Lieutenant
Rigzin Paljor of the Chadang Regiment; Colonel Gonpo and some soldiers of the
Tadang Regiment; and more than ten senior members of Derge were captured,
beaten and taken away by the Chinese. It was widely talked that due to the stiff
resistance put up by Brigadier Tsogo of the Dzadang Regiment and his few
soldiers with such great courage and determination, the rest of the Tibetan troops
and important weapons did not fall in the hands of the Chinese.

The above Sino-Tibetan battles fought at two different sites lasted for a long
time. The Tibetan troops not only faced shortages of supplies of weapons, but also
faced extreme shortages of food, so much so that they were compelled to sustain
themselves on plants and leather. They faced tremendous hardships and many
of them became ill. Nevertheless, without losing their determination to protect
their religion and country, they firmly maintained their ground and prevented the
Chinese from bypassing Cnokhor Monastery.

In Jyekundo, the Tibetan troops and local militia were fighting the Chinese force
of Xining near Jatsang Topo range and Jyekundo. There were heavy casualties on
both sides, but there was no victory or defeat on either side. At that time, Brigadier
Chapel, Colonel Gyande Tengpa and Colonel Bumlugkhang, all from the Ngadang
Regiment, jointly launched several night attacks on the Chinese camps in Jyekundo,
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and the Chinese fled and remained at Janyer. At that time when a Chinese cavalry
of about one hundred troops arrived near a narrow riverbed to the eastern side of
Jyekundo, the Gyantse force, under the command of Lieutenant Kharsam Gyalpo,
ambushed and killed almost all of them. In that battle, about fifty Tibetan officers
and troops, including Ngadang Lieutenant Nyingme Sithar and Chukala Wangdu,
were killed or wounded. On the Chinese side, around a hundred troops were either
killed or wounded. Although the Tibetans fought continuously, they lost ground
in Dengko and retreated to the western bank of the Drichu River. This gave an
opportunity to the Xining Chinese to reinforce their attacks in Jyekundo.

The Xining army increased their stregnth greatly by recruiting many local
Tibetans who were in favor of the Chinese. Unable to confront the Chinese force,
the Tibetans troops pulled back up to the border of the 39 Hor states. At that
time, the Tibetan force fighting the Xining force comprised the Ngadang Regiment
under the command of Brigadier Chapel, the Tadang Regiment under Brigadier
Shenkawa, the Jadang Regiment under Brigadier Surkhang Surpa, the Gadang
Regiment under Brigadier Thangponwa and local militias of Shotarlhosum. Though
the Tibetan force engaged in Xining war was large and had sufficient weapons, due
to the defeat of the three most powerful Tibetan army units fighting in Dengko, they
lost courage and morale to fight. Had the Chinese force of Xining made continuous
attacks, the Tibetan forces would have fled from the border.

In that year [1932], the Tibetan forces in both northern and southern sides
suffered heavy defeat. In the wake of this, in accordance with the Dalai Lamas
divination, Thupten Kunkhen Ngoshiwa was appointed the Governor of northern
Tibet and about 20 lay and monastic officials were assigned to him as his aides-de-
camps. Assigning the Artillery Regiment and many new weapons to him, along
with his team, he was urgently dispatched to the above borders in the sixth month
that year. Travelling on a forced march via Nagchu and Tengchen, they reached
Khyungpo, where the Governor drew up plans to atrack the Xining, and sent
orders to all his commanders and troops stationed there to be ready. At that time,
a rumour spread widely that the new Governor of northern Tibet and his aides-
de-camp, along with a great number of troops equipped with modern weapons,
were coming to Khyungpo Tengchen. Hearing this, the Xining Chinese proposed
a ceasefire to the Tibetans. Through Tsega Chogyur Lingpa, as Chinese intercessor
and ex-treasurer Tsedrag of Riwoche Shabla as the Tibetan intercessor, the two sides
agreed on an armistice. Leaving the rest of his aides-de-camp at Tengchen, Thupten
Kunkhen Ngoshiwa, accompanied by a few of his assistant staff, went to Riwoche.
He sent Brigadier Surkhang Surpa Wangchen Tseten and Tsedrung Chongye Dorji
Yugyal as the Tibetan negotiators to a border place called Drilchung,.

In Kham, Ngabo, the Governor-General of Kham, was not in good health. The
humiliating defeat of the Tibetan forces at both the northern and southern battles,
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and disrespect to his orders by some sections of his troops further aggravated his
illness. He passed away in the 10th Tibetan month of the year (1932). Ngoshiwa
was ordered to assume governorship of both northern and eastern Tibet until a
new Governor-General of Kham was appointed. Following this he shifted his
headquarters to Riwoche.

The reason for the defeat of the Tibetan forces at Horkhog, Nyarong, Derge
and Batang and hence the loss of large territorial areas to the Chinese was that
Brigadier Khyungrampa, Brigadier Demon, Brigadier Shelingpa and Brigadier
Kheme S¢é, without proper plans and preparations, carried out a failed military
campaign in Drebo. Their mission was a complete failure. Further, at their own
discretion, they entered into treaty with the Chinese, deciding on Kamthog Druga
ferry crossing in Derge as the common border of Tibet and China. As punishment
for their mistakes, they were demoted from the post of Brigadier to junior secretary,
and new brigadiers were appointed in their places.

The following short excerpt is found in the last section of Kheine Sonam Wangdu's
Dentam Nawai Dussi (Truthful Testimony, a Nectar to Ears), an eye-witness account of
how the young Fourteenth Dalai Lama was recognized and brought to Lhasa:

In 1931, in accordance with the the government’s order, we retook Nyarong from the
Chinese and handed all the Chinese soldiers we caputred, along with their belongings
and livestock, over to Khyungrampa, the Governor-General of Kham, without
inflicting even the slightest harm to them. Thereafter, having concluded a treaty with
the Chinese, Khyungrampa secured the release of all the Tibetans, including Sadhu
Chondze Takla, a staff of Dargye Monastery who had been imprisoned at Dartsedo
by the Chinese, in exchange for the Chinese prisoners kept by the Tibetans. It was a
great benefit for both the government and individuals. After that, the second colonel
of the Khadang Regiment was instructed to remain at Nyarong for its defense. From
Horkhog the Nyadang Regiment, under the command of Brigadier Demon, was sent
to Nyarong to back the Khadang Regiment. I was instructed to go to Derge. While
I was in Derge, Khyungrampa, who signed a treaty at Horkhog, in a hasty manner,
suddenly launched an attack on Drebo. In the process, the Tibetan territories up to
Beri Sckhar Dzong were lost to the Chinese. This caused Tibetans to lose furcher
ground and subsequently they lost Nyarong, Dargye Monastery and Derge to the
Chinese forces since Tibetan forces were no match for the Chinese, both in number
of troops and quality of weapons. Therefore, as Khyungrampa, Demonpa and I were
withdrawn from our duties; we arrived at Lhasa in 1932, the Water-Monkey year.

In 1933, Deputy Minister Trethong Gyurme Gyatso arrived in Chamdo as the
new Governor-General of Kham. He met with Khendrung Ngoshiwa at Nyenda
(near Chamdo) to discuss the north and south borders and the proposed Xining-
Tibetan treaty. He sent Brigadier Surkhang Surpa [Wangchen Tseten] and Tsedrung
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Letsen Dorji Yugyal as Tibetan representatives to Trotsa Monastery of Nangchen to
negotiate with the Chinese. They were received by the Xining Chinese, lamas, monks
and officials of Nangchen. Since it was wartime, there were no proper prepartions,
such as lodging, for them at the site where they were to meet for negotiation.
The monastery had been surrounded by security troops. In the monastery, there
were many Chinese army and civil officers, including a bearded old commander
named Ma Xun-chi and a young man named Li Tsen-mo, who knew Tibetan a
little. They were the representatives of Ma Pu-feng of Xining. At the meeting, the
representatives of both sides were introduced to each other. On that day, the Xining
Chinese offered a party to all the members. On June 15, the representatives of
both sides assembled again and drafted the treaty. The treaty was written in both
Tibetan and Chinese languages on a traditional Tibetan paper. The translators
read the treaty. The Tibetan representative Brigadier Surkhang put the seal of the
Governor of northern Tibet and the Chinese commander Ma Xun-chi put the seal
of Ma Pufeng. After that, the Chinese took photographs of the signing of the treaty
and a group photo of all the members in front of the meeting hall. Thereafter, the
Tibetans arranged a simple party for the Chinese. There were no tables; stacks of
stones covered with furs were used instead of tables. There were only a few varieties of
dishes, including fried meats and momos, and there were no fruits, vegetables, fishes,
etc. Local wines of Xining, black tea and boiled water were served in abundance. The
Tibetan members took photos of the Chinese army camps and weapons. The gist of
the treaty is as below:

The war prisoners are to be exchanged. The borders between China and Tibet that
existed before the battle are to be restored and respected. There shal! be no restrictions
on pilgrims and traders crossing the borders. If Tibet violates the treaty, Tibet must
surrender Riwoche, Chamdo and Pasho to China; If China violates the treaty, the 25
regions of Dhimchi must be handed over to Tibet.

After the meetings ended, the tea proprietor Rigzin Dorji arrived there, claiming
that he had come to act as witness in the treaty, but it seemed that neither side had
invited him.

Under the terms of the treaty, the Tibetan soldiers who had been captured
by the Chinese during the previous war, including Colonel Narag Gyurme Tseten
of the Khadang Regiment and Colonel Lobsang Yonten of the Chadang Artillery
Regiment were secured release in exchange for Chinese soldiers who were
captured by the Tibetans. Both the Chinese and Tibetans withdrew their frontier
forces, and peace was restored. After that, the Tibetan government instructed the
Governor of northern Tibet and his staff to report to Lhasa before the birthday of
the Dalai Lama. Accordingly, he and his assistant staff rode to Lhasa. Immediately
after his arrival, he sought an audience with the Dalai Lama through a special
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arrangemeit, and reported to him in detail the situation in northern Tibet and
Dokham. He submitted the copy and details of the treaty he had concluded with
the Xining Chinese.

In the same year, Colonel Chongye Naragpa of the Khadang Drapchi Regiment
was elevated to the post of Brigadier of the Central Military Division in recognition
of his long-term service in the army and his patriotic and valiant performances in
many wars of the country against the enemy. He was respected by the majoricy of
his troops. He rose from ordinary soldier to the rank of colonel, then to brigadier.
Previously in the Earth-Horse year [1930], when he was posted to Drayab, he
invented Tibetan artillery called the “Tibetan Short-range Artillery” (bod bzos dpag
thung). He handed the artillery to the Governor of northern Tibet, and it was
kept in the Chamdo armoury. Because of his advanced age, he died soon after his
promotion before he got his special audience called “sarjel’with the Dalai Lama.
Therefore, his younger son, Sonam Tashi, was appointed to the post of colonel
under special consideration.

Lieutenant Rigzin Paljor of the Chadang Regiment was promoted to the rank of
captain, colonel thereafter, in appreciation of his great services during the country’s
wars. Previously, during the war between Xining and Tibet, he fell into the hands of
the Chinese and was taken to prison. The Chinese had beaten him so severely that
he became unable to stand upright. After he was released from the Chinese prison,
he had to walk with a bent body, so he was nicknamed “Rupon Guru” meaning the
“Crooked Colonel”.

In 1932, the Water-Monkey year, the Nechung Oracle® advised that both the
government officials and the people of Tibet should perform a long life prayer for
the Dalai Lama. Accordingly, the Prime Minister, the cabinet ministers and the
Chief Official Abbot conducted a long life prayer of Sutra system for the Dalai
Lama. On that occasion, they appealed to the Dalai Lama on behalf of all the
citizens of Tibet, “We the subjects pledge to keep your advice in our hearts and
dedicate ourselves to our duties; please calm down your anger!” To this, the Dalai
Lama gave an advice cum testament, which later became known as the Water-
Monkey Testament of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama,” to the people. In it, the Dalai
Lama had prophesied the fate of Tibet in the future and asked all the government
officials and citizens of Tibet to strive for the progress of the religion and polity
of Tibet. He had urged all the civil servants to perform their duties sincerely in
accordance with their titles. He had advised the people regarding their duties and
responsibilities for the longevity of the happiness and peace they were enjoying at
the time. The testament had emphasized the importance of army, saying that Tibet
should maintain friendly relationships with India and China as they were militarily
powerful, and Tibet must keep strong and trained troops at Tibetan border places
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where conflicts occur, to overpower the enemies. He gave this advice to the Tibetan
people, just as a father gives advice to his child.

From the previous year, many bad omens started to appear in different pans
of Tibet. Divinations were performed, and in accordance with the the divinations
answers, extensive prayers and rituals were performed. In spite of that, the Dalai Lama
fell ill in the beginning of the 10th Tibetan month of the Water-Bird year, 1933,
Rituals and medical treatment did not improve his health. Finally, the collective merits
of the beings of Tibet failed to keep him, and he passed away at the age of fifty-eight
at his Norbulingka Palace in the evening of the 30th day of the 10th Tibetan month
of the Water-Bird year, corresponding to December 17, 1933.

Immediately after his death, the Prime Minister, the Kashag and the Master
Chamberlain as well as other related officials assembled to discuss the matters
relating to the funeral ceremony of the Dalai Lama, and appointed a committee for
the funeral ceremony. On the third day of the eleventh Tibetan month of that year
[1933], while the Tibetan National Assembly was in session to discuss about the
appointment of a regent, the soldiers of the Drongdak Regiment suddenly marched
en masse to the Norbulingka Palace [to demand the disbandment of their regiment],
without caring about the political and religious affairs of the country. It was not
known who instigated them to do, but they acted under the influence of some
evil people. They proceeded to Lhasa and stayed that night at Shol. The Kashag
ordered half the troops of the Bodyguard Regiment to be deployed with arms at
Drapchi offices and Drongdak Regiment headquarters for security, and instructed
Nangkarwa, the Brigadier of the Bodyguard Regiment cum Commander-in-Chief,
to shoot whoever resisted with violence.

As a result of the mutiny led by the soldiers of the Drongdak Regiment,
which was his main source of confidence, Kunphen-la, the favourite attendant of
the Thirteenth Dalai Lama, did not get support in the National Assembly for his
candidacy to the post of Regent (srid skyong).** Furthermore, his opponents in the
Assembly accused him of keeping the Dalai Lama’s illness secret and not providing
proper medical treatment and rituals for him. They voiced strongly that he was
to be investigated thoroughly. The Assembly thus put Khunphel-la on trial at the
secretariat office in the Norbulingka Palace and then placed him in custody for
several days at Sharchen Chog prison on the 25th day of the eleventh Tibetan month
(in 1933). Along with him, Tashi Dhondup, Dechen Yingsel, Amchi Jampa Yeshi
and the medium of Nechung Oracle were also investigated. After investigation,
the Assembly convicted Khunphel-la of not informing the Prime Minister and the
Kashag about the illness of the Dalai Lama immediately and exiled him to Chabnag
Monastery in Kongpo. The Dalai Lama’s physician Amchi Jampa and the medium
of Nechung Oracle were charged with minor guilt of not taking care in the medical
treatment of the Dalai Lama. Amchi Jampa was banished to Gyatsa in Dagpo. The
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medium of the Nechung Oracle was placed under house arrest, and was not allowed
to move outside Drepung Loseling. Tashi Dhondup was exiled to Kongpo Kunam.
In this way, hardly a few weeks had passed since the 13th Dalai Lama passed away
when the Drongdak Regiment was dissolved and the Dalai Lama’s attendants were
convicted, which marked the beginning of internal conflict and the degeneration of
the Tibetan political state of affairs.

Thupten Norsang, a minister in the Tibetan government before 1959, notes
in his memoir that Chiang Kai-sheik sent a telegram to the Tibetan government
through the Tibetan Bureau Officer in Nanking, stating that China would return
to Tibet all the Tibetan areas lying to the west of Dartsedo. He also mentions that
Liu Jichuan of Sichuan too wrote to the Tibetan government, confessing his past
mistakes and promising to return all the Tibetan areas seized by the Chinese to
Tibet. However, due to the degeneration of the collective merits of the Tibetan
people, those promises did not materialize.

TRANSLATOR’S NOTES

Two French Catholic priests were also killed

Tibetan spelling: rtMa thi thal. He was the military commander of Sichuan

A standard Tibetan measure of volume equivalent to about 30 pounds of barley.
The second Prince Chun (1883-1951) was born Zaifeng. He was the leader of
China between 1908 and 1911, serving as the regent for his son Puyi, the Xuantong

bl A

Emperor.

5. Puyi (1906-1967) of the Manchu Aisin-Gioro ruling family was the last Emperor
of China between 1908 and 1924 (ruling as the Xuantong Emperor becween 1908
and 1911, and non-ruling emperor between 1911 and 1924), the twelfth emperor
of the Qing Dynasty to rule over China. He was married to the Empress Gobulo
Wan Rong at the suggestion of the Imperial Dowager Concubine Duan-Kang.
Later, berween 1934 and 1945, he was the Kangde Emperor of Manchukuo. In
the People’s Republic of China, he was a member of the Chinese People’s Polirical
Consultative Conference from 1964 until his death in 1967 under the Chinese
name Aixinjueluo Puyi. His abdication being a symbol of the end of a long era in
China, he is widely known as the Last Emperor.

6. Dapon is a title of army officer commanding about 500 troops in the traditional
Tibetan army. The title is still used in the Tibetan army in India called Est. 22 based
at Chakrarta, Dehradun.

7. 10 zho makes 1 srang.

8. Tibetan: Dga Idan pho brang phyogs las rnam rgyal; the full title of the traditional
Tibetan government founded by the Great Fifth in 1642.
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9.

10.

11.

12.

For more information, see the Currency of Tibet, Wolfgang Bertsch, published by
LTWA, Dharamsala, India.

Shatra Paljor Dorji, Sholkhang Tseten Wangchuk and Changkyim Ngawang
Khyenrab Palsang.

Ceremony for officials when they first enter government service or when they get
appointed to top position that involve an audience with the Dalai Lama or Regent.
In traditional Tibetan government, whenever an official enter government service
or get appointed to a high position, a ceremony was held that involve an audience
with the Dalai Lama or Regent.

phags pai yul nas sangs rgyas kyi bka’ lung rgyal dbang jig rten gsum mgon dus kun sa
steng gi kun khyab rgyal bstan yongs la mnga’ dbang sgryur ba thams cad mkhyen pa gur
med rdo rje ‘chang rgya mtsho’i bla ma lha mi yongs kyi spyi bos mchod pa’i yid bzhin
dbang gi rgyal po’i phyag rgya/ (Tsepon Shakabpa Wangchuk Deden, Bod ky: srid don
rgyal rabs, vol. II)

(This is the seal of the Sovereign of the three worlds, the Lord of the three times,
the Authority of Buddhism, who is omnipresent, omniscient and unchanging Dorji
Chang Gyatso Lama, the Wish-fulfilling King venerated by all humans and gods, as
prophesied by Lord Buddha from the land of the Aryas.)

13, 14, 15 and 16, see the Apendix section.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
22.

“Uncle”, which here means maternal uncle “zbang bo”, refers to Chinese, and
“nephew” refers to Tibetans.

Nub phyogs su dge ba'i zhing gi rgyal bstan yongs rdzogs kyi bdag po rgyal khab kyi
bka’ bzhin sgrub pa thams cad mkhyen pa ta I2’i bla ma bha dza rda ra'i tham kha//
Nub phyogs su dge ba'i zhing gi rgyal bstan yongs rdzogs kyi bdag po rgyal khab la gus
bskur zhu ba pa thams cad mkhyen pa ta l2'i bla ma bha dza rda ra'i tham kha//
Bojong Tsogdu (Bod fjongs tshogs du) met irregularly at the request of the Kashag to
consider and give oppinions on specific questions supplied to it by the Kashag.

It is the office or residence of Manchu Ambans.

Monlam Chenmo, or the Great Prayer Festival falls on 4th-11th day of the first
Tibetan month. The event in Tibet was established in 1409 by Tsong Khapa, the
founder of the Geluk tradition. As the greatest religious festival in Tibet, thousands
of monks (of the three main monasteries of Drepung, Sera and Ganden) gathered for
chanting prayers and performing religious rituals at the Jokhang Temple in Lhasa.

In 1517, Gendun Gyatso became the abbot of Drepung monastery and in the
following year, he revived the Monlam Chenmo, the Great Prayer Festival and
presided over the events with monks from Sera, Drepung and Ganden, the three
great monastic Universities of the Gelugpa Sect.

The main purpose of the Great Prayer Festival is to pray for the long life of all
the holy Gurus of all traditions, for the survival and spreading of the Dharma in the

minds of all sentient beings, and for world peace. The communal prayers, offered
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with strong faith and devotion, help to overcome obstacles to peace and generate
conducive conditions for everyone to live in harmony.

Examinations for the highest Lharampa Geshe's degree (a degree in Buddhist

philosophy in the Geluk tradition) were held during the weeklong festival. Monks
would perform traditional Tibetan Buddhist dances (cham) and huge ritual offering
cakes (tormas) were made, that were adorned with very elaborate butter sculptures.
On the fifteenth day, the highlight of Monlam Chenmo in Lhasa would be the
“Butter Lamp Festival” (Chonga Chopa), during which the Dalai Lama would
come to the Jokhang Temple and perform the great Buddhist service. Barkhor
Square in front of the Jokhang would be turned into a grand exhibition site for
the huge tormas. At the end of the festival, these tormas would be burned in a
large bon-fire. During the Cultural Revolution, the Monlam festival was banned,
and although it was revived once in 1985, it was prohibited again in 1990 by the
Chinese government. In the newly established monasteries in India, the Monlam
festival is gradually being revived.
Ngawang Lobsang Tenpai Gyaltsen, the fourth reincarnation of Tsemonling.
Tsemonling Monastery is located near Shide Monastery, to the west of Ramoche
Temple, and was founded by Jampal Tsultrim the second reincarnation of Tsemonling
in the Wood-Bird year, 1825.

Meaning “Most Venerable” in Mongol, “Huthokeu” is a title given to high
Tibetan and Mongol lamas by the Manchu emperors.

Wu Kon-tai was later captured in Kham and sentenced to life imprisonment in
Senge Dzong.

Ra mo che rgyal sgo gdong rgya ma bod bcu geig, meaning, “Chinese-Tibetan
halfcaste eleven fingers residing in the Gyalgodong area of Ramoche.”

Samding, a town to the east of Nangartse on the Lhasa-Gyantse road, is famous for
its monastery founded in the 12th century by Khetsun Shonudrub. The monastery's
abbess, Dorji Phagmo, is revered as the highest female incarnation in Tiber.
Chaksam means “iron bridge* in Tibetan. It got its name after the remains of the iron
suspension bridge built by Thangtong Gyalpo (1385-1464). It is a site famous for its
ferry crossing across the Tsangpo.

Tsarong and his son were executed in 1912, leaving no male heir in the family, so
the Dalai Lama allowed him to join the family as bridegroom (mag pa).

British Trade Agency: The treaty of 1904 negotiated by Francis Younghusband gave
the British the right to set up three trade agencies in Tibet. They were located at
Gyantse and Yatung (southern Tibet) and at Gartok in western Tibet. The agencies
functioned as trading centres as well as sites of political surveillance for the British
during the years of theirinvolvement in Tibetan affairs.

Yatung is the site for one of the three trade agencies set up the British in Tibet, the
others being Gyantse and Gartok. A trading town in Chumbi valley, Yacung was

chosen for its strategic location in southern Tibet.
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31.

32.

33.
34.

35.

36.

Gyantse is the third largest town in Tiber after Lhasa and Shigatse. Its dzong was
built in the 14th-15th century and Gyantse owed its prosperity and importance
for being located at the junction of a number of trade and military routes. It is
famous for the Palkhor Chode religious complex that includes the spectacular
Kumbum. It was chosen as the site for one of the three trade agencies the British
set up in Tibet after the events of 1904 and was by far the most important one.
McDonald was a British Trade Agent of Dromo. He had been to Lhasa with the
Young husband mission in 1904. He spoke and wrote Tibetan extremely well.
The original letter has been quoted in Shakabpa’s Tibet: A Political History of Tibet.
This palace is known today as Bhutan House, and to the Tibetans, it is still called
Migyur Ngonga Phodrang, meaning “Palace of Unchanging Delight.”
Sir Charles Alfred Bell (1870—1945)was appointed Political Officer in Sikkim in 1908.
He soon became very influential in Sikkimese and Bhutanese politics, and in 1910 he
met the 13th Dalai Lama, who was forced into temporary exile by the Chinese. He
got to know the Dalai Lama quite well during this time, and he was later to write his
biography (Portrait of a Dalai Lama, published in 1946). At various times he was the
British Political officer for Bhutan, Sikkim and Tibet. After travelling through Tibet
and visiting Lhasa in 1920, he retired to Oxford, where he wrote his series of books on
the history, culture and religion of Tibet. Some of his photographs that he took whilst
in Tibet can be found in the Pitt Rivers museum in Oxford. Some of these photos can
be found in a recently published book ‘Tibet Caught in Time'.

His English-Tibetan colloquial dictionary was first published, together with a
grammar of colloquial Tibetan, as Manual of Colloquial Tibetan in 1905.
The Golden Utn (Gser-bum) method of determing the reincarnation of the Dalai
Lama or the Panchen Lama originated in a decree issued by the Chinese emperor
Qianlong in 1792, and was used in the selection of the 10th, 11th, and 12th Dalai
Lamas and 8th and 9th Panchen Lamas. After defeating the Gurkha invasion in 1792,
Emperor Qianlong issued “The 29-Article Royal Decree for Better Governing in
Tibet,“ in which Article 1 ordered the new protocol for deciding the reincarnations
of Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama. It states: “Dalai Lama and Panchen Lama are the
heads of the Gelugpa sect of Tibetan Buddhism. Traditionally their reincarnations
are decided by divination in front of the Four Protectors, and that is found to be
inaccurate due to human errors. To promote Gelugpa Buddhism, the Emperor grants
the Golden Urn (to Tibet)... Since the Dalai Lama is the mentor for Panchen Lama,
and vice versa, therefore each side should find the reincarnation of the other party by
divination with the Golden Urn.”

Melvyn C. Goldstein recorded the procedure for using the Golden Urn in his
book The Snow Lion and the Dragon: the names and dates of birth of each candidate
were to be written in the Manchu, Han and Tibetan languages on metal slips and

placed in a golden urn provided by the Manchu emperor. After prayers before the
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statue of the Buddha in the Jokhang temple in Lhasa, a slip was drawn, the Buddha
ensuring that the correct slip was selected. There are two Golden Urns issued by
Qianlong. Onc is enshrined in Jokhang Temple in Lhasa for choosing Dalai Lama
and Panchen Lama reincarnations, the other is in Yonghe Palace, or Lama Temple,
in Beijing for choosing Mongolian Hutuktu reincarnations. The 7th Panchen Lama,
Palden Tenpai Nyima, used the Golden Urn for the first time in 1822 to choose the
10th Dalai Lama, Tsultrim Gyatso. The Golden Umn method is not only used in
selecting the reincarnations, but also used in deciding important secular dilemmas.
Lord Minto served as Viceroy and Governor-General of India from 1905 to 1910.
Demo Trulku, the head of Tenkyeling Monastery, served as regent of the Thirteenth
Dalai Lama from 1886 to 1895. After the Dalai Lama assumed the full rulership of
Tibet, Demo Trulku and his supportors attempted to kill the Thirteenth Dalai Lama
and to retake the regency, but his plan was unsuccessful. He and his accomplice/s
were arrested. He died during his house arrest, reportedly killed by immersion in a
water tub. Demo’s labrang was consficated and the instituion of his reincarnation
was banned for the time being.

See Appendix VII for the full content of the letter.

Nicholas II (1868-1918) was the last tsar of Russia. He was deposed during the
Russian Revolution and executed by the Bolsheviks.

The Buddhist Temple in St.Petersburg was constructed by Agvan Dorjiev (1853
-1938).

Agvan Dotjieff or Dorjiev (1853-1938), a lama of the Gelukpa School from the
Buryat community of the Trans-Baikal region, played a prominent role in political
events in Tibet and Central Asia in the early twentieth century. Trained ar Ganden
Monastery, he went on to become an important member of the 13th Dalai Lama’s
entourage. He was a study partner and close associate of the 13th Dalai Lama, so he
was known as Tsenshab Dorji in Tibetan. He was also a minister of the Dalai Lama’s
government and a diplomatic link with the Russian Empire. He is remembered for
building the Buddhist temple of St. Petersburg and signing the Tibet-Mongolia
Treaty in 1913.

The head of Tashilhunpo Monastery. The British called him Tashi Lama on account
of his being head of Tashilhunpo Monastery. The Panchen Lama is second in
importance only to the Dalai Lama in the ecclesiastical hierarchy of Tibet from
1642 to 1959.

Labrang (bla brang) in general sense refers to lama estate or residential palace of
lama, but here refers to the Tashi Lhunpo government of the Panchen Rinpoche.
Sera monastery was founded in 1419 by Je Tsongkhapa's disciple Jamchen Choje
Sakya Yeshe of Tse Kungthang (1355-1435) and remains one of the most important
centres of the Gelukpa sect. The Sera complex has a number of colleges and temples
and the famous Chora (Debating Courtyard) and Tsokchen (Assembly Hall).
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Chinese statesman who organized the Kuomintang and led the revolution thar
overthrew the Manchu dynasty in 1911 and 1912 (1866-1925) Sun Yat-sen
(1866-1925), also known as Sun Yixian, (originally Sun Wen) was a Chinese
revolutionary and political leader often referred to as the Father of Modern China.
Sun played an instrumental role in overthrowing the Qing Dynasty in 1911.
He was the first provisional president when the Republic of China (ROC) was
fouaded in 1912 and later co-founded the Kuomintang (KMT) where he served
as its first leader. Sun was a uniting figure in post-Imperial China, and remains
unique among 20th-century Chinese politicians for being widely revered in both
Mainland China and Taiwan.

Drepung, the largest monastic complex in Tibet, is located eight kilometres
northwest of Lhasa. It was founded in 1416 by Jamyang Choje Tashi Palden (1397-
1449). It was one of the three main centres of Gelukpa monastic power with its
abbot, the Tripa Khembo, playing a key role in the Tibetan government.

The monastic seat of the Panchen Lamas on the outskirts of Shigatse town. It was
founded by the first Dalai Lama, Gendun Drub in 1447 and is one of the four most
important Gelukpa monasteries along with Sera, Drepung and Ganden.

After leaving Chamdo, Chao Erh-feing became the governor of Sichuan, in 1912;
he was executed by Yin Ch’ang-heng, a revolutionary leader (Tiechman, p. 431).
Gzong kha gcig sgril: just as chisel has only one edge, so the people should not have
two divisions, but one.

See Appendix VIII for the full text of the edict.

Refers to the opera about an Indian bodhisattva prince who was ready to give
everything for alms, including his eyes.

In Tibetan: Spyi mda’ gnam gang phebs song//

spyid nyin ring po shar song//

Dri med kun ldan ’khra nas//

bzhi sde sbyin par btang song//

Drimey Kunden refers to the opera about an Indian Bodhisattva prince who was
ready to give everything in alms, including his eyes.

An office at Shol for taking care of Potala Palace and responsible for judicial matters
n the neighborhood of Lhasa.

Snga dro gser bya yin zhes//

blab rang thog khar ’gro gis//

dgong dro g.yu bya yin zhes//

yam on nang la 'gro gis//

zhabs pad rgya min bod min//

phyi lag nang 'brel byed kyis//

Ma byed byas pa'i ma nyan//

bstan rgyas gling gi grwa pa//
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rta sha bong sha za dgos//

so sos bzos pa'i las red//

Bod pa’i me sgyogs lkug pa//

me sgyogs rgyag mkhan lkug pa//

bstan rgyas gling gi 'dam ra'i//

sbal pa rkang pa bcag zhag//

See Appendix IX for the full content of the Tibeto-Mongol treaty.

Sce note no 28.

According to the Tokan Tada, there were three Japanese in Lhasa at that time. They
were Bunkyo Aoki, Yasujiro Yamima and Tokan himself.

Tokan Tada was born in Akita, Japan, in 1890. He studied Buddhism in Tibet
from 1913 to 1923. During his stay there, he acted as an unofficial advisor to the
Dalai Lama, with whom he became acquainted in India before he entered Tibet.
He was the author of The Thirteenth Dalai Lama, published by the Centre of East
Asian Cultural Studies, Japan.

Donmag ( don dmag) is a collection of men summoned for military service as a tax
from a @on unit of land for a particular mission.

Simla then was the capital city of Himachal Pradesh and Punjab.

Sir Arthur Henry McMahon (28 November 1862 - 29 December 1949) was a Britush
diplomat and Indian Army officer who served as the High Commissioner in Egypt
from 1915 to 1917. He was also an administrator in British India, and served twice
as Chief Commissioner of Balochistan. McMahon is best known for the McMahon-
Hussein Correspondence, as well as the McMahon Line between Tibet and India.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_McMahon_(diplomat)

The Tibetan delegate was Kalon Shatra Paljor Dorji and his assistant staff was Taiji
"Trimon Norbu Wangyal

Outer Tibet refers to the present day TAR and Inner Tibet refers to Tibetan areas,
mostly eastern, not included in Outer Tibet: it included most parts of Amdo and
Kham.

See Appendix VI and X.

The Tibet Trade Regulations of 1893 and 1908 are hereby cancelled. The Tibetan
Government engages to negotiate with the British Government new Trade
Regulations for Outer Tibet to give effect to Articles IL, IV and V of the Convention
of September 7, 1904, berween Great Britain and Tiber without delay; provided
always that such Regulations shall in no way modify the present Convention except
with the content of the Chinese Government.

Also known as the Great War II or the War to End all the Wars, was fought from 1914
to 1918 between the allies (Russia, France, British Empire, Iraly, United States, Japan.
Rumania, Serbia, Belgium, Greece, Portugal, Montenegro) and the Central Powers
(Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, Bulgaria). The Central Powers suffered defeat.
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Tibetan: rkang ‘don brgyad sna; the soldiers were recruited by taxing one soldier
from eight men from a unit of tax.

Tibetan volume measure equivalent of about 1 litre or two pints; one drey of gold
would weigh about 13 kilos.

Tibetan: Ngo mtshar mtha’ klas rig phrul grer mdzod khang

Shape (spelled szhabs pad) is a synonymous for kalon, or minister.

Drungtsi (acronym for drungyig chenmo and tsipon) were the convenor and president
of the session.

Shodrung (spelled shod drung) were the staff who worked in the Sho office, the office
of the Regent, Adminstrator and Prime Minister during the period of traditional
Tibetan government.

Sonam Wangfel Lagden was popularly called Sonam Laden La. Born in 1876 in
Darjeeling, he became a police officer and right hand of Charles Bell.

According to Shakabpa's Tibet: a Political History, this man was a Tibetan named
Gyalpo. He had a Nepalese wife, and they opened a liquor and tobacco shop in
Lhasa without a permit. When the Lhasa magistrate ordered his arrest, he ran into
the residence of the Nepalese officer, who took him to be a Nepalese.

Charles Suydam Cutting is widely known as the first westerner to enter the forbidden
city of Lhasa in Tibet. He abandoned his engineering profession for adventure and
exploration. He travelled to Tibet 1935-1937. He published a book of his travels
The Fire Ox and Other Years published New York, Scribner, 1940. http://ftvdb.bh.
org.uk/sift/individual /26563

He was the father of Ngabo Ngawang Jigme, who headed the Tibetan negotiation
team and signed the “17th Point Agreement” with the Chinese on May 23, 1951 in
Peking.

The State Oracle of Tibet, who when possessed by Dorji Drakden predicts the
future of Tibet as well as plays an integral role in deciding succession. He plays an
integral role in the Monlam Chenmo (the Great Prayer festival) during the Tibetan
New Year by going into trance and uttering prognostications for the future.

See Appendix XI

After the Thirteenth Dalai [.ama died, he was nominated for the post of regent.



Chapter Twelve

Internal Power Struggle During the Periods of
Regent Reting and Regent Taktra

-l

1. The Period of Regent Reting

After the Thirteenth Dalai Lama passed away, everyone in the civil and military
positions engaged themselves in internal conflicts, instead of working together for
the sake of Tibet’s religion and polity in accordance with the great testament of
the Dalai Lama. As a result, Tibet's power declined within a short span of time.
Prime Minister Langdun Kunga Wangchuk and the Kashag jointly took the
responsibility of the government for about two months. Thereafter, the Tibetan
National Assembly unanimously put forward a suggestion for an appointment of
a high incarnate lama as a regent and Prime Minister Langdun as his assistant.
Accordingly, Ganden throne-holder Minyag Amé Yeshi Wangden', Reting Hutuktu
Jampal Yeshi Tenpai Gyaltsen? and Thupten Jampa Tsultrim, the reincarnation of
Phurchok Yongzin?, were put forward for the post. Preceded by the prayer for truth
“dentsik monlam,” a dough-ball divination* was performed before the image of
Avalokiteshvara in the Potala Palace in the presence of the Prime Minister, the
cabinet members, drungtsi officials and members of the Assembly to select one
from among the three candidates. The divination selected the Reting Hutuktu. On
January 10, 1934, he was enthroned as the Regent and Prime Minister Langdun
was appointed his assistant.

Sometime later, Rimshi Kasho Chogyal Nyima made false report to the Regent
that Tsipon Lungshar [1881-1944]° had founded a group called Kyichog Kunthun,
the “Alliance on the side of Happiness” and that he was hatching a plot to remove
Kalon Lama [Jampa Tendar] and Kalon Trimon {Norbu Wangyal] in order to
usurp the government. The Regent immediately appointed a four-member probe
committee to investigate the matter. Lungshar was detained in Shol prison. After
trial, Lungshar’s both eyes were gorged out and his eight confederates were removed
from their posts, banished or put under house arrest.

Concerning the case, some people said that Lungshar had a noble plan to
introduce land reforms and social equality in Tibet in accordance with the modern
systems for the common good, while others said that he was trying to bring
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communist revolution in Tibet. Whatever it might be, he was planning to set up
an association and to put forward a proposal to the government for the reform of
government system by adopting good features of foreign governments. However,
his own party member Rimshi Kashopa acted two-faced and created a serious
fomentation by giving a false report to the Regent through Trimon, alleging that
Lungshar was concocting a very evil plan. This was the main cause of Lungshar’s
case, as is clear from various written accounts that appeared afterwards.

Though Tsipon Lungshar was quite self-centered by nature, he only wanted
to introduce the modernization of advanced countries into Tibet, as he had spent
a long time in England. He had no plans to introduce communism into Tibet to
topple the government. As with most of the revolutions that took place in many
other countries of the world that did not succeed in the initial stages, except for
some coup d’états carried out by strong armed rebels, his plan also failed.

In 1934, the Kuomintang government sent a letter to the Tibetan government
through the Governor-General of Kham, asking for permission to send its
emissaries to Lhasa to attend the funeral ceremony of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama.
Fearing that the monastic section would protest if the request was not granted, the
Tibetan government replied that it could send only a limited number of persons,
as fixed by the Tibetan government. Accordingly, the Chinese representatives (led
by Huang Musong)® arrived in Lhasa. Likewise, the British-Indian government’s
representative Dzasak Rai Bhadur Norbu Dhondup’, assistant to the Polirical
Officer in Sikkim, accompanied by his assistants, arrived in Lhasa to attend the
funeral ceremony of the Dalai Lama. After the ceremony, when the Kuomintang’s
representatives left Lhasa, they left one Chinese radio operator with a radio set in
Lhasa, saying that he would act as liaison to continue the Sino-Tibetan negotiation.
The British government also, after obtaining permission, kept Rai Bhadur and later
on, Richardson and his assistants with a wireless set at Dekyilingka Park in Lhasa.
The Tibetan government treated both the Chinese and British representatives as
ambassadors of their respective nations and allowed them to approach the Tibetan
government only through the Tibetan Foreign Affairs Bureau. Whenever there were
official ceremonies, all the representatives of China, India, Nepal and Bhutan and
the leaders of the Kashmir Muslim Community in Lhasa were invited equally and
offered equal seats, without discrimination.

Around that time, Pomda’s son Topgyal, who was appointed as a colonel of
the local army of Markham by the Thirteenth Dalai Lama, was on border duty
in Markham. He was very close and loyal to the late Dalai Lama and Kunphel-la,
the favoured attendant of the Dalai Lama. Therefore, when he heard about the
arrest and banishment of Kunphel-la just after the Dalai Lama’s death, he became
upset and angry. Leading the local troops under his command, he made a surprise
attack on the army camp of Brigadier Norgye Nangpa of the Chadang Regiment in
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Markham, as a protest against the government. The brigadier at thar time was not at
his camp as he had been sent to Tsawa Bultok Monastery to make funeral offerings
tor the Dalai Lama by the Governor-General of Kham. In the actack, they killed or
wounded the caprain and some soldiers, and robbed them of their artillery shells
and personal belongings. They kidnapped Togtsa Sho Tsedrung Thupten Sangpo.
Furthermore, together with his elder brother Rabga, he distributed pamphlets among
the local people, inciting them to revolt against the Tibetan government. However,
they did not get support from anyone, or else they would have led a strong revol.
The Governor-General of Kham immediately dispatched troops to suppress them.
The two brothers, leading several troops, fled towards Batang. Through the Tibetan
bureau office in Nanking, the Tibetan government asked the Chinese government
to deport the two brothers. The Chinese, far from handing them over to the
Tibetan government, kept them to use as an instrument to serve their purposes.
This prompted the Tibetan government to send troops to arrest Topgyal’s second
cldest brother, Lobsang Yarphel, at his residence in Lhasa. The lamas and monks
of the monasteries under his patronage appealed to the Kashag, saying that there
was no conspiratorial connection between Yarphel and Topgyal and that the Pomda
family would compensate the government for all the damages done by Topgyal and
his men. They also pleaded the Kashag to pardon him on the ground that his father
Pomda Nyima Gyalpo and his eldest brother Nyima Gyaltsen successively served in
the government with great dedication, and Lobsang Yarphel himself had joined the
government to continue his family’s service to the government. Lobsang Yarphel’s
family was therefore excused provided they compensate all the losses caused o both
the government and private individuals by the Pomda’s sons in Markham.

In 1936, civil war broke out in China between the Kuomintang and the
Communist Party. In addition, the Japanese invasion of China was underway. As a
result, faced with a shortage of weapons and other military supplies, the Communist
Chinese were in a difficult situation. Unable to hold ground, several hundred
thousand troops of the Red Army made the retreat move called the “Long March
of the Red Army”® towards northwest China. Traveling through Litang, Batang,
Nyarong, Horkhog and Derge, they attempted to cross the Drichu River under
the pretext of secking temporary asylum in Tibet. The Tibetan forces under the
command of the Governor-General of Kham, Dzasak Lobsang Palden and Dzasak
Surkang Surpa, were ordered to halt the Red Army from marching further into
Tibet. Accordingly, they stopped the Red Army, who then turned towards northern
China. Lieutenant Ogyan Dorji of the Gadang Regiment recalls:

The Gadang Shigatse Regiments Brigadier Kyipugpa, Colonel Chophel-la, the
second colonel Nyandrong Gongma and the third colonel Chobuk, with their troops,
confronted the Red Army who were trying to cross the Drichu River from Mugteng
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Druga and Bache Druga ferry crossings for about twenty days. Severely defeated, the
Red Army retreated and moved towards Kandze by way of Horkhog Rachag.

The Chinese army at that time, as widely known, was very weak in terms of
organization and military supplies, including weapons and food—ten or more
soldiers had to share only one gun, and they had to sustain themselves on meat
from horses, donkeys and dogs.

During the Red Army’s “Long March”, the Gyantse troops were on border duty
in different parts of Markham. Several thousand soldiers of the Red Army arrived
at the Dongdru bank of the Drichu River and the Sampa Druga ferry crossing via
Batang from Yunnan, and they said that they had come to seek asylum in Tibet
and thart they would leave Tibet within one year. My noble father Kharsam Gyalpo,
a captain of the Gadang Regiment, who was on border duty in that area, sent a
messenger to the Governor-General of Kham to inform him about the same, and at
the same time, told the Chinese troops that they must not cross the Drichu River
until he received instruction from the Governor-General of Kham. The messenger
galloped days and nights, without taking rest, and delivered the message. The
Governor-General sent instruction that they must stop the Chinese at any cost.
However, by the time the messenger arrived back, the Chinese troops had already
headed towards northern China from the Drichu River. Later my father told
me that those were the first communist troops to arrive in Tibet. From this, it is
clear that had the Tibetan forces at different positions made no stiff resistance,
the Chinese troops must have crossed the Drichu River by any means, peaceful
or military.

At that time, the Tibetan government issued a very forceful and urgent edict
to all the army units who were under the command of the Governor-General of
Kham. The following edict was addressed to Brigadier Namseling Paljor Jigme of
the Jadang Regiment.

Jadang Brigadier Namlingpa and all the colonels, captains, lieutenants and all
soldiers of the regiment:

As the manifestation of the prediction made in his testament by His Holiness the
Dalai Lama Vajradhara, the most benevolent and chief deity of the Land of Snow,
the Chinese communist bandits have arrived very close to our border region Domé.
They are certainly the real enemy of beings. Therefore, concerned over the extreme
importance of the welfare of the Dharma and beings, here in Lhasa and all parts of
the country appeals have been made to lamas and deities, and they are conducting
extensive rituals continuously to avert the harm. In accordance with the reports of the
Governor-General of Kham, additional troops and military equipments are being sent
according to the need and strategic importance of the respective defense posts, without

caring about the expenses. Therefore, if the enemy’s forces remain peaceful near our
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border, it is all right, but if they make even a slight offensive move towards our territory
from any side, south or north, you must resist them. You do not need to envy others
of their arms and ammunitions as you have a sufficient supply of them. Everything
depends on the dedicated will and actions of you army officers and troops.

The Buddhadharma is the souice of happiness of all beings. We the people
of this country, led by monks and lay officials of the government, unlike in other
kingdoms and princelings under the sky, are fortunate to cnjoy ownership over our
ancestral estates through inheritance by paying small tax due to the kindness of [His
Holiness], as we are aware of it. Therefore, it is impossible to question whether people
will protect the country at the cost of their lives. However, even during the bartle of
the Water-Monkey year (1932), though everything depended upon the courage and
determination of our brave fighters, they lost a large precious area from our territory
to the enemy, on the lame excuse of the overwhelming size of the enemy's strength and
difficult terrain. At that time, it was decided to summon all the responsible officers to
Lhasa to do a thorough investigation. However, as our store of merit was insufficient
His Holiness Vajradhara passed into nirvana, and the matter remained unresolved.
Hence, it is doubtful that some thoughtless people might again do traitorous acts out
of their foolishness.

Thus, in regards to what was already said about the Communists, when you
-are not engaged in border duties assigned to you by the deasak serkya drelpo’, the
Governor-General of Kham, you must remain alert all the times to the enemy, forts,
war and so forth, without feeling wearied. Whenever the opponents attack you, you
must fight back at the cost of your lives, without moving back even one step from your
positions, with the strong determination to destroy the enemy. You must accomplish
your duties for the sake of your country as well as for your own name. Those who
make valorous performances in battles will not be forgotten; they will be rewarded in
recognition of their performance immediately in accordance with the reports arrive
here. Whoever amongst officers and soldiers, on various excuses, runs away “like a
fox” and cedes territories to the enemy, without concern for their own names, dignity
and the law of cause and effect, he will be meted with punishment immediately in
accordance with the army’s law without partiality. A separate notice has also been sent
to the dzasak serkya drelpo (the monk and lay dzasak officials who are jointly acting as
the Governor-General of Kham). Hence, all of you, from commanders down to the

ordinary soldiers, must keep this in mind and act properly from the very beginning.

Kashag
On the 12th day of the 7th month of the Fire-Rat year, 1936

Sometime before the above events, many bandits and robbers from upper and
lower villages from Nangchen (which then were under the Chinese control) often
attacked and plundered the villages in the 39 Hor states, including the three
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states of Khyungpo Karnagsersum. The incidents escalared, creating chaos in the
areas and causing tremendous sufferings to the people. Thus, the people from
both the monastic and lay communities of these areas unanimously appealed to
the government to protect them from the criminals and to restore peace in their
areas. The government appointed Drakpa Namgyal the Governor of the Hor
states and sent Colonel Luma Shar as his bodyguard. Drakpa Namgyal set up his
headquarters at Tengchen and ordered his troops to chase and arrest all the bandits.
He conducted thorough investigations and punished the criminals severely, such as
amputating their limbs. The news spread everywhere. Soon the violent disturbances
and robberies in these areas ceased completely—even a word about them was not
heard—and peace was restored. He thus earned a great name in his service to the
government, as everyone praised him, “What a military skill and honesty of Drakpa
Namgyal, the Governor of the Hor states!”

Not longafter that, news reached Lhasa that the Panchen Rinpoche was returning
to Tibet from China and thousands of Chinese soldiers wete accompanying him on
the excuse of escorting him. The Tibetan government immediately sent a request to
the British government of India to help Tibet deal with the situation. The British
government sent EW. Williamson, the Political Officer of Sikkim, along with an
assistant, to Lhasa, but he died shortly after he became ill due to environmental
unsuitability to his health. In his place came the new Political Officer of Sikkim,
Basil Gould, accompanied by Brigadier General P. Neame, the general commander
of the East Indian Army, and he was received warmly by the Tibetan government.
He discussed with the Chinese government about the arrangement of the Panchen
Rinpoche’s return journey to Tibet. In 1935, in accordance with the resolutions
passed by the National Assembly of Tibet based on the suggestions made by the
Regent and the Kashag, the Tibetan government sent a telegram to the Panchen
Rinpoche through the Tibetan Bureau Office in Nanking, requesting his immediate
return to Tashi Lhunpo and promising him elaborate receptions at various entry
points. The Bureau Officer, Khendron, personally handed the telegram to the
Panchen Rinpoche and verbally requested him to return to Tibet immediately for
the common good. The Panchen Rinpoche however did not give him a reply. Some
time later, the Kuomintang government announced that they had appointed the
Panchen Rinpoche as “Special Cultural Commissioner for the Western Region™"
and that he would be coming to Tibet, escorted by 500 Chinese soldiers, and that
his headquarters would be set up at Xining. The Kuomintang government used
the Panchen Rinpoche extensively as a political instrument against the Tibetan
government and made every attempt to create hostilities between the Tibetan
government and the Panchen Rinpoche’s government. The Tibetan government,
however, opposed every move of the Chinese. The British government also made a
strong protest against the Chinese through its representative in Nanking.
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In Maich 1937 the Tibetan Bureau Officer in Nanking and the Governor-
General of Kham, informed the Tibetan government abourt the arrival of the
Panchen Rinpoche and his retinue at Jyekundo from Xining, accompanied by
Chinese soldiers, and that his servants carrying his goods were on their way to
Dartsedo from Sichuan. The government sent Taiji Gashiwa, £ben-rim (khenchung
and rimshi ranks) officials and representatives of the Three Monastic Seats, with an
instruction and money to arrange an official reception for the Panchen Rinpoche.
The governors of Kham and the Hor states and the headman of Nagchu were
instructed to clear roads that the Panchen Rinpoche would pass through and make
all the necessary travel arrangements for him, including horses, pack animals and
servants, in the best possible way. They were also instructed that they must not allow,
except the real members of the retinue and servants of the Panchen Rinpoche, even a
single Chinese army officer, soldier or civil officer, to accompany him on the excuse
of being his bodyguards. The Governor-General of Kham sent khen-rim officials to
Jyekundo to receive the Panchen Rinpoche [as well as to request him not to bring
the Chinese soldiers with him]. Though requested strongly, the Panchen Rinpoche
insisted, saying that he must take them to Tashi Lhunpo and they would go back
after a few months. Kyabje Phabongkha also went to meet the Panchen Rinpoche at
Jyekundo and requested him not to bring the Chinese, but in vain. Thereafter, the
Governor-General of Kham pleaded with him vehemently for the same, but it fell
on deaf ears. Therefore, in Lhasa, at the request of the Kashag, the Tibetan National
Assembly met to discuss how to deal with the Panchen Rinpoche’s return. At that
time, the Kashag received an “arrow letter” (mda’ yig) written on a piece of yellow
brocade sent by the Panchen Rinpoche’s Private Office in Jyekundo. The letter bear
a command to the effect that all the districts and senior and general people along
the route from Jyekundo to the great monastery Tashi Lhunpo through Nagchu and
Lhasa must make a reception and arrange lodgings, food, fuel, horses, pack animals
and servants at every night stop for the Panchen Rinpoche and his entourage,
including both the Chinese and Tibetan civil and military personnel accompanying
him, without failure or excuses. The Kashag presented the serious letter to the
Assembly, and the harsh wordings and tone of the letter angered all the members of
the Assembly. The Assembly then passed a unanimous resolution to the effect that,
except the Tibetan retinue of the Panchen Rinpoche, not a single Chinese should be
allowed to come with him under the pretext of escorting him, and Tibetan troops,
in accordance with his demand, shall be sent to escort him up to Tashi Lhunpo. The
resolution also said that if he still insisted on taking the Chinese troops with him,
there must be a written guarantee from him that the troops would return to China
within a month, without a single one of them remaining behind, with a foreign
country acting as witness to this agreement; or else not a single Chinese should be
allowed to enter Tibet. The proposal was submitted to the Kashag for action, and
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the Kashag in turn, instructed the governors of Kham and the Hor states and the
Nagchu headman to act accordingly.

Hence, Dzasak Surkhang Surpa immediately proceeded from Chamdo to
Dengko where he deliberated with the chicf officials of the Panchen Rinpoche about
the return journey of the Panchen Rinpoche. On 13 October [1937], Khenchung
Thupten Pema, with the governor of the Hor states and Brigadier Namseling Paljor
Jigme of the Jadang Regiment stationed in northern Tibet galloped to meet the
Panchen Rinpoche, and presented to him and his officials letters related to his
return journey. Despite that the negotiation reached an impasse.

In the meantime, Japanese forces had intensified their assault on China from
the eastern side, and an intense war broke out between Chinese and Japanese
forces. This reason, as well as persistent protests from the Tibetan government
against the entry of Chinese troops into Tibet, a Chinese commander named Ma
Hotien accompanying the Panchen Rinpoche received a wireless message from
Nanking that all the Chinese troops who were acting as the Panchen Rinpoche’s
escort must be immediately brought back to Jyekundo. When Chinese troops
returned to Jyekundo from Ragshi Monastery, the Panchen Lama, with his
entourage, also went with them. The extreme hardship of the journey made
him ill. He stayed at Dhondupling Monastery in Jyekundo, where his health
worsened and he finally breathed his last on December 1, 1937. His servants
and officials hence faced great problems. They brought the body of the Paichen
Rinpoche to Horkhog and stayed there. The Governor-General of Kham sent his
representative there to tell them that if they returned to their monastery with the
body of the Panchen Rinpoche, they would be given a reception, and any kind
of assistance and resources they needed would be provided. However, the officials
of the Panchen Rinpoche got into a disagreement and split themselves into two
groups. One group returned to their monastery with the body of the Panchen
Rinpoche. The Tibetan government sent Datsab Chogbewa to assist them, and
prepared reception for them in Shigatse. After their arrival, the government made
rich offerings to each stage of the Panchen Rinpoche’s funeral ceremony, from
beginning to the final. The other group of the Panchen’s servants planned to go to
China, but they had to go to Xining and reside there for China at that time was in
turmoil and the Kuomintang and the Communist forces were jointly combating
the Japanese invasion.

In that year, Liu Wen-hui [the governor of Dartsedo] and the Governor-
General of Kham, agreed to talk about the return of the lamas and monks of
Dargye Monastery [who had been exiled] to their monastery. Tsien Li-tang
as the Chinese representative and Rimshi Surkhang S¢ Wangchen Gelek as the
Tibetan representative, along with their assistants, met at Derge Gonchen to hold
negotiations. They reached an agreement that the monks of Dargye Monastery who
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had fled from the monastery were allowed to return and all the previous rights and
properties of the monastery would be restored provided the monks would not take
revenge against Beri and Kandze. It was also decided that, as in the past, the Tibetan
government would continue to appoint abbots to Dargye Monastery. Thus, with
the help of the Tibetan government, the monks and lamas of Dargye Monastery
who had fled to different parts of Traodo, Joda and Chamdo around the northern
side of the Drichu River were able to return and devclop their monastery, including
its sacred objects, more than ever before.

In 1937, Dr. Sheppard of German nationality and his servants, after obtaining
permission from the Tibetan government through the Foreign Affairs Bureau of
Tibet, visited Lhasa for sightseeing. They were invited to various ceremonies of
the Great Prayer Festival, just as other foreign dignitaries were invited. When they
went into the crowd to take photos of the rorgyag ceremony, people found them
unpleasant, and shouted and threw stones at them at the instigation of the enemy.
However, except that Dr. Sheppard received a small injury on his head by a stone,
nothing serious happened. Having visited various places, such as Samye, Traduk
and Yumbu Lakang, Sheppard and his servants returned to India.

In the same year, Regent Reting tendered his resignation to the Kashag. The
Kashag requested him to continue with his regency. When asked the reasons for
his resignation, he replied that he had no power to take solo decisions, without
having to consult the Prime Minister, alluding to the removal of the Prime Minister
[Langdun]. Following this, on February 30, 1938, the Kashag and the Master
Chamberlain, with the minutes of the National Assembly’s meeting, approached
Prime Minister Langdun and requested him to resign from the post. The Prime
Minister readily agreed and retired. The Regent Reting Rinpoche thereafter assumed
complete governmental power.

In 1935, in order to search for the true reincarnation of the Thirteenth Dalai
Lama, Regent Reting, the Kashag and the Chief Official Abbot jointly examined the
list of the prospective candidates and reports of examinations of their backgrounds
submitted to them. In addition, the Regent, accompanied by his retinue, personally
visited Lake Lhamo Latso (/b mo’ bla mrsho), where he saw the clear signs of the
birthplace of the reincarnation. He sent Keutsang Trulku, along with some assistants
to him, to Domé¢ in Xining to find the child. He spent two years in and around
Kumbum in search of the child. Finally, he found a boy in Takse village, close to
Kumbum, whom he tested several times, secretly and openly. The boy, unlike other
children, correctly picked up the personal belongings of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama
and recognized all the members of the search party by their names. Therefore the
search party was convinced that the boy was the reincarnation. Moreover, when
they met the Panchen Rinpoche at Jyekundo on their way down, he said that he
had great hope in the child born at Takese.
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In Lhasa, the predictions and prophecies of lamas and deities also agreed [on
the same Taktse boy]. Therefore, the true reincarnation was identified without
doubt. Nevertheless, since Taktse was in Xining, which was then under the rule
of Ma Pu-fang, the search party faced great difhiculty in taking the child to Lhasa
immediately. They requested Ma Pu-fang to permit them to take all the prospective
child candidates for the reincarnation to Lhasa so that traditional religious tests
could be conducted in the presence of all the candidates. They tried their best
to gain his goodwill through diplomatic means. He demanded 400,000 dayang
(Chinese silver coins)'"', which was paid by the search party after they procured it
with great efforts. Besides that, Tsedrung Lobsang Tsewang was temporarily kept
in Xining as a pawn in order to take the child to Lhasa as quickly as possible. The
government also conducted extensive rituals for the quick and smooth arrival of the
child to Lhasa.

As soon as the search party and the child arrived safely near Nagchu, the
government convened a Full National Assembly'? in Lhasa and informed them
about the good news of the discovery and confirmation of the boy named Lhamo
Dhondup, born in Chija Taktse village near Kumbum, as the true reincarnation of
the Thirteenth Dalai Lama. The people of Tibet, both monastic and laity, out of
great joy, faith and happiness on hearing the news, sent letters to the government,
thanking the Regent and ministers for finding the reincarnation and requesting
it to conduct all the necessary traditional religious ceremonies as soon as the boy
arrived safely in Lhasa.

On 10th day of the eight month (September 23), the child Dalai Lama, along
with his father Chokyong Tsering and mother Sonam Tso (also Diki Tsering),
accompanied by his entourage, arrived at Gashin Namoche, near Nagchukha.
Kalon Bonsho presented him with mandrel tensum—statue, stupa and scripture.”
The Regent, the Kashag and the Tibetan National Assembly presented him with an
official recognition letter, and a small elite force from the Drapchi Regiment was
assigned to him as his bodyguards. With pure traditional traveling procedure and
official reception, the Dalai Lama and his party proceeded to Lhasa. On October 6,
1939, the party camped on the plain of Gangto Doguthang where they rested for
two days. The government officials, representatives of the Three Monastic Seats, the
upper and lower tantric colleges, lamas, srulkus and abbots of various monasteries,
representatives of British-India, China, Nepal and Bhutan, and leaders of Muslim
community in Lhasa arrived there to receive his visual blessing. Thereafter, the party
arrived at Lhasa where the Dalai Lama was received with great pomp and ceremony,
with a military parade, procession of lamas, cham dance and so forth. A crowd of
many thousands of people thronged to get a glimpse of the child’s face. Thereafter,
he was led to the Lhasa temple, from where he was directly led to the Norbulingka
Palace, the summer palace of the successive former Dalai Lamas.
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On November 23, 1939, Regent Reting Rinpoche performed the hair-

cutting ceremony for the young Dalai Lama and conferred him the new name
Jetsun Ngawang Lobsang Yeshi Tenzin Gyatso Sisum Wangyur Tsungpa Mepa De
Pal Sangpo. Thereafter, a decree dated 27th day of the 10th month of the Earth-
Rabbit year [1939] to all over Tibet, bearing the seal of the Regent, announced the
confirmed date of the enthronement ceremony and the duties of the monastic and
lay people.

Sir Basil Gould, the Political Officer of Sikkim, had been given permission
to come to Lhasa to present ceremonial gifts to the Dalai Lama on behalf of the
King of England (George V)™ and the British viceroy in India. Through the
British government of India, the Kuomintang government requested the Tibetan
government to allow it to send Wu Chung-tsin (Wu Zhongxin)'* and his assistants
to Tibet to deliver ceremonial gifts for the enthronement ceremony, but the request
was rejected. Later, when the Chinese insisted, saying that they had no other
purpose than to offer presents for the enthronement ceremony, the request was
accepted, on the condition that they came via India after obtaining a visa to enter
India. Wu's assistant Kung Ching-tsung (Gong Jingzong), was permitted to come to
Tibet through Dartsedo with the ceremonial gifts, guided by a staff member from
the Nanking office, accompanied by a fixed number of companions. Obraining
permission from the Governor-General of Kham and getting entry permission
at each entry level, he arrived in Lhasa. From Dromo, the Tibetans received the
Indian and Chinese delegates and escorted them to Lhasa, after providing them
horses, pack animals and permits. On arrival in Lhasa, they were led directly to the
Norbulingka Palace to report their arrival and have an audience with the young
Dalai Lama.

On February 22, 1940, the enthronement ceremony of the boy Dalai Lama
on the high golden throne was held in the Potala Palace. The ceremony was begun
with the prayers of long-life and truthful words (6den tshigs smon lam), tollowed
by a commentary on mandala by Regent Reting Rinpoche. After that, the Tibetan
government presented its ceremonial gifts to the Dalai Lama. Then, in accordance
with traditional norms, the Regent, the Prime Minister, two tutors, Hutukeu,
cabinet members, Master Chamberlain, lamas, trufkus and civil and military
officials, in line, received hand blessings from the Dalai Lama. After all the official
procedures of the ceremony were over, the foreign delegates and Wu Chung-tsin,
the Kuomintang delegate, presented their ceremonial gifts to the Dalai Lama.

On the 24 February, after Tashi Lhunpo. the British government’s delegates
Sir Basil Gould, Rai Bhadur Dzasak Norbu Dhondup and Richardson presented
ceremonial gifts to the Dalai Lama on behalf of the Indian Viceroy and His
Majesty’s government of England. After that, the royal representative of Sikkim
presented his gifts. This was followed by presentation of gifts and offerings by
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the Reting Labrang, different monasteries and private Tibetan individuals. After
this, the people, monastic and laity, celebrated the ceremony for many days, more
elaborately than ever before, through various joyous festivities.

Later, the Chinese Kuomintang representative Wu wrote a book, writing many
false things about the enthronement ceremony, such as that he presided over the
enthronement ceremony, to prove his authority and to achieve his political aims.
Thereafter, the Chinese Communist Party reiterated his false accountin their political
propaganda. However, many foreign and Tibetan dignitaries who had witnessed the
enthronement ceremony have written of their own experiences that prove that Wu's
claim was totally false. In his Political History of Tiber, Shakabpa, who was present
at the enthronement ceremony, has written an honest and un-fabricated account
of the event. Afterwards, at the first general body meeting of the Cultural Research
Centre of Tibet, Ngabo Ngawang Jigme spoke in detail about what he witnessed
during the enthronement ceremony, saying that the Kuomintang government had
no hand in the organization of the enthronement ceremony at any stage, starting
from the invitation of the reincarnation to Lhasa until the enthronement ceremony.
To this, a Chinese man named Tan Tsi-kung told Ngabo that he should not be
persistent in his views, as there were many documents stating that Wu Chung-tsin
recognized the Dalai Lama. Ngabo replied, “Whatever you say, I will not withdraw
my statement; I will stand firm with my point. You have the authority, but I have no
right to erase it; [ cannot make any change in it.” Then the Panchen Rinpoche said,
“the so-called advanced people are somewhat dishonest; those who are “backward”
are somewhat more honest.” His statement has profound meaning—it means that
the Red Chinese who claim themselves as advanced people tell lies more than other
people do, and the history of the so-called “backward people” is true.

2. The Period of Regent Taktra

A. Political Situation in Tibet

In 1940, Regent Reting Rinpoche told the Kashag and the Master Chamberlain
that he wanted to resign from his service to stay in meditation for the time being,
reasoning that he had performed divination and found that there were great
obstructions to his life. Concerning this, the difficult point of the secret talk
between them was as below. Both the Kashag and the Master Chamberlain pleaded
with him, saying that as his age and health were in a good state, he should continue
with his regency until the Dalai Lama, the real ruler, assumed the temporal and
spiritual leadership of the country. They further told him that they would perform
all the necessary rituals to remove all the obstructions to his life, but he insisted on



Internal Power Struggle During the Periods of Regent Reting and Regent Taktra 75

resigning. The Kashag then presented the matter to the National Assembly. The
Assembly came up with the idea, “The Regent is surely not facing problems in
terms of age or health; he is ruling successfully and there is peace at the borders.
Therefore, he might not really be meant to resign, but might be facing difficultics in
carrying out a reshuffle of the officials and political reforms due to disagreement by
his subordinate officials.” The Kashag and the drungsi officials, the representatives
of the Assembly, went to meet the Reting Rinpoche at his residence and requested
him not to resign, reiterating the above same reasons. He refused and swore, saying
that it was impossible for him to accept their request. He instead advised them to
appoint the Taktra Rinpoche, who at that time was serving as tutor to the young
Dalai Lama, in his place. Accordingly, after prior consultation with the Dalai Lama,
the representatives of the National Assembly, presenting mandrel tensum, to the
Taktra Rinpoche, requested him to become the new regent. He accepted their
request. On January 1, 1941, Taktra Ngawang Sungrab assumed the regency.

Around that time, the Japanese forces had invaded China, Indonesia and
Malaysia. The road, which was previously used by the USA, Britain and other
Allied countries to transport military supplies through Burma to China, was under
the control of the Japanese. Moreover, the Japanese forces were also attacking
India from the Assam side. The British and Chinese governments thus requested
the Tibetan government through the British envoy Dzasak Rai Bhadur and the
Chinese Bureau Officer in Lhasa Kung Ching-tsung respectively to allow them
to construct roads from India to China through Tibet. Since Tibet had adopted
the policy of nonalignment and decided to remain neutral in the war, the Tibetan
government refused their request, but told them they were allowed to send consumer
commodities, such as clothes, threads and medicines, via Tibet through traders.

On January 10, 1942, the Dalai Lama took monastic vows from his tutor
Regent Taktra before the image of Buddha Shakyamuni [at Lhasa Tsuglakhang]. In
that year, two American government officials, Captain Ilia Tolstoy and Lieutenant
Brooke Dolan, arrived in Lhasa and they were accorded excellent hospitality
by the Tibetan government. They had an audience with the Dalai Lama. They
had brought with them a letter from President Roosevelt'®, dated July 24, 1942
bearing his signature, along with his photo and gifts, for the Dalai Lama. Spending
two months in Tibet, they went to China through Tsinghai (Amdo). They were
provided with a set of horses and pack animals and travel permits, and assigned
Tibetan troops to escort them up to the borders. Through them, the Dalai Lama
sent a letter dated February 24, 1943 and gifts to the US president, and thus their
friendly relationship began.

In the same year, in Lhasa, a fight broke out between a Nepalese man and a
Tibetan man. When the police went to arrest them, the Nepalese man took refuge
in Kyitopa House, the residence of Chinese Bureau Officer Kung Ching-tsung, The
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police followed him into the house. That night, Kung went to the Norbulingka
and knocked on the door of the Regent’s residence and lied to the Regent that
the Tibetan police were doing illegal things and he wanted protection. The marter
was immediately checked, but the city was found to be completely normal—there
was nothing of danger to his life. Kung had knocked on the door of the Regent’s
residence at the Norbulingka as if he had a very urgent matter to discuss only to
create hostilities between Chinese and Tibetans. Therefore, the Tibetan National
Assembly instructed the Tibetan Foreign Affairs Office to serve notice to Kung
to return to China within 48 hours, and to withdraw all the servants, firewood
and other facilities provided to him. Kung was sent back to China via Kham. The
Kuomintang government apologized to the Tibetan government for his mistakes
and asked permission to send a new Bureau officer to Lhasa. The request was
granted and Shen Tsung-lien, with a small staff, arrived in Lhasa through India.
After his arrival, he pretended to be cordial and polite to everyone outwardly, yet he
inconspicuously engaged himself in political activities.

Around that time, in Chamdo, all the leaders and representatives of the Tibetan
army stationed at the northern and eastern parts of Dokham held a meeting. At
the mecting, they came up with a proposal to the Tibetan government, that while
following the instructions of the Governor-General of Kham, Surkhang Surpa,
they be allowed to launch strategic attacks on the enemy to retake the lost Tibetan
territories. They also requested the government to send additional troops, arms
and ammunition. After sending petitions to the government several times through

Surkhang Surpa, the Kashag replied:

We appreciate and praise your courage and fearlessness to atrack the enemy for the
defence of the country. However, the government follows the policy of refraining from
making offensive assaults on the enemies as per the tradition of the Dharma kings and
not ignoring the attacks from the enemy’s side as per the practice of worldly kings.
As for the Tibetan areas previously ceded to China, we should try to retake them
through peaceful negotiation and tactful methods. It is not the right time for us to
make an offensive attack on the enemy, as it will cause troubles, which will be similar
to “disturbing a sleeping dog with a stick”. tHowever, you must make every effort to

ensure that not a small piece of land is lost to the opponent force.

Their plan to attack the enemy therefore remained unfulfilled. After that, the troops
of the Gyantse [Gadang] and Dingri {Cadang] regiments deployed at Markham and
Northern Tibet respectively were given permission to return home for rest. Some
units of the Tibetan army had been deployed in Markham, Derge, Riwoche and
the 39 states of Hor. Two years later, the Gyantse Regiment was again dispatched
to Namru in the north and the Dingri Regiment to Northern Tibet. Thereafter,
the Gyantse Regiment was replaced by the Kadang Bodyguard Regiment’s Shina
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soldiers from Tsang'” to defend Namru. In this way, all the various regiments of the
Tibetan army were allowed to take rest on a rotation basis. I will not bother to write
the full details abour these, as it will consume lots of space here.

During the period of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama, in order to collect grain
revenue for the army’s salary, all the large lands kept by the government, individual
households and monastic sectors without paying taxes to the government were
thoroughly surveyed and grain tax was levied on them. As a result, the government
managed to procure a large quantity of grains for the army for a certain period.
However, later due either to granting tax exemptions to taxpayers or receiving cash
in place of grains, the tax system degenerated. In addition, the army's grains sent
to Kham from U-Tsang did not arrive there timely, regardless of whether they were
transported with or without a transportation charge; even arrived they were not in
proper quantities. This created immense problems and losses to both the public
and the government. Therefore, as per the proposal put forward by the National
Assembly, the government appointed a salary officer to take sole responsibility
of the collection and dispatch of the army’s grain salaries, and this created great
benefits to everyone.

After a few successive governors of the 39 Hor states since Khenchung Drakpa
Namgyal, in order to lighten the burden of the government and people, the 39
Hor states were reorganized into six districts under the jurisdiction of the governor
of Northern Tibet, and Nagchu was made their capital. The government deputed
district officers to each district and a proper tax system was formulated. At that
time, the governor of Northern Tibet was Phala Thupten Woden and one company
of either the Drapchi Regiment or the Dingri Regiment was stationed in Northern
Tibet frontier force on a rotation basis. The jurisdiction of the Governor of Northern
Tibet extended from Nagchu to Tsaidam Basin in the north, Khyungpo Tengchen
in the east, Reting in the south and Nagtsang in the west.

In those times, the 25 camps of Dhimchi, which were Tibetan areas, were under
the administration of Xining, or the upper Chinese, as called by the Tibetans. A
fighting broke out between the Tibetans of Ragshul, Shurma and Tsangyu, which
were parts of the 25 Dhimchi states, and the Xining Chinese, and the Tibetans fled
to Nagchu to seek Tibetan government's help. They were chased by a large Chinese
cavalry up to the border of Nagchu. The Tibetan forces readied to fight, but the
Governor-General of Kham skillfully negotiated and signed an agreement with the
Chinese, that the Chinese would not take revenge and trouble those Tibetan refugees
again when they returned homes. The trouble was thus solved without casualties.

In Hor Drachen, a man called Gagya Dramnag, who had about 300 private
cavalry soldiers, often raided the nearby villages, killing and looting the people. He
also made several attacks on the village of Tsashi Anam, and after facing a minor

resistance, his troops massacred the entire population of the village, except a small
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boy, who happened to be at another place at that time. They took away all cheir
belongings, including livestock. After that, he murdered the father of Hor nomadic
chieftain after they had a disagreement. As there was no peace and safety in these
areas due to his criminal and oppressive activities, the governor of Northern Tibet
informed him several times to come to Nagchu for negotiations, but he never turned
out. Thereafter, the Governor visited the above nomadic areas and secretly made
a plan with a trader named Palden Drakpa from Trethong, who was an old f:iend
and a mahjong game partner of Gagya. Pretending to mediate for compromise,
Palden Drakpa introduced the Governor to Gagya and made them friends. One
day, they gathered for a party at Drachen Dzong fort and played mahjong together.
The Governor had preplanned to ambush him and had brought with him one
company (25 soldiers) of the Khadang Regiment, and hid them behind the wooden
staircases of the Dzong fortress. When the party was over and all the people had
left, as preplanned, the soldiers suddenly came out and captured Gagya. He was
executed that very night. His gang members managed to run away. Colonel Anan
of the Drapchi Regiment, who was stationed in Drachen at that time, was a close
friend of Gagya. He was slightly unhappy with the incident, as he was not informed
about it by the Governor. However, all the local people were very happy with the
Governor for bringing peace and happiness in their land.

In June 1944, Geshe Sherab Gyatso from Drepung Monastery, an unrivalled
scholar who was expert in sutra, tantra and other fields of study, went to China,
after he had a disagreement with the way how the woodprint or kanjur were edited
under the guidance of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama. In China, he joined the so-called
“Tibetan-Mongolian Office of the Kuomintang”. Later, when he came back to Tibet,
people suspected that he was sent by the Kuomintang government with a large sum
of money to incite monasteries. When he arrived in Nagchu, people stopped him
and sent him back to China. After the Communist Party of China established its
regime in the whole of China, he was used as an instrument to implement their
policy on Tibet. At one time, he served as Vice-Chairman of Tsinghai and radio
announcer of Chinese propaganda in Tibetan language.

On the night of August 3, 1944, people in and around Lhasa heard the sound
of an aircraft flying over Lhasa from the north to the south. Two days later, the
duty men of the Nedong Fortress found a four-propelled US carrier aircrafi, which
had a US army emblem, crashed on the sandy shore of the Tsangpo, near Samye
Donang. The five crew-members of the aircraft had safely landed in Tsethang by
means of parachutes. The aircraft actually was on its way back to India, after they
went to deliver military supplies to China. On the way it lost direction due to some
problems in its navigational equipment. Finally, it ran out of fuel and crashed.
The Tibetan government ordered the governor of Southern Tibet to provide the

necessary travel facilities, including horses, pack animals and labours as well as
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compensation to the crew members led by the chief pilot Lieutenant R. A. Krozi,
and escort them to Lhasa. Accordingly, they were escorted to Lhasa, where they were
received by both the Chinese and British representatives. The Tibetan government
dispatched Tibetan troops to escort them to India via Gyantse. The Tibetan Foreign
Affairs Office sent a letter through them to the US embassy in India, informing
the embassy about the incident and asking them not to repeat the same thing in
future. The US government sent a reply, saying that the aircraft accidentally landed
in Tibet just because it lost direction and that it did not intentionally and illegally
enter Tibet, and that such a thing, however, would not happen in future. When this
incident took place, the World War II was in full swing,

In January 1945, two German men named Heinrich Harrer and Peter
Aufschnaiter'® arrived in Lhasa, after escaping from an internment at Dehradun,
India. Crossing Uttarkashi (in modern Uttaranchal state), they travelled through
Tsareng, Saga and Drosho, and then entered Ngari from its north. Then, through
Nagtsang, they arrived in Lhasa. The British government asked the Tibetan
government, through the Tibetan Foreign Affairs Office, o deport them to India.
However, being a neutral nation and not belonging to any power blocks during
the World War II, Tibet kept the two men as political refugees. Peter Aufschnaiter
was employed in the Drapchi Electric Machine Office’s project to engineer the
construction of a water tunnel at Nachen Trang and a new powerhouse at Drapchi.
Heinrich was assigned the engineering task for the Chakpori plantation project and
water gate construction at the Kyichu River in Lhasa. As they maintained good
behaviour and respected the laws, they were loved by all Tibetans, both elite and
common. However, they had to leave Tibet, leaving behind their projects unfinished,
when the PLA marched into Tibet. Aufschnaiter fled to Nepal and settled there.
Harrer returned to Germany, and had always been supportive of the Tibetan cause.
He has written 2 memoir titled Seven Years in Tibet, in which he gives a true account
of his experience in Tibet.

In those times, a very few Tibetans in Tibet knew English. With the aim to
develop Tibet’s international relations and to introduce modern infrastructure in the
country, besides many other purposes, the Tibetan government discussed with the
British Bureau officer in Lhasa to set up an English school in Lhasa. Following this,
two English men, Richard and Parker, arrived in Lhasa from England to become
English teachers. Some Tibetan children [from amongst aristocratic families]
were selected as students and the school was opened at Drungche Lingka Park.
A few months later, monastic sections lodged complaints against the school and
showed many protesting gestures. They voiced that if foreign cultures and systems
spread in Tibet, Dharma would be harmed. The government was thus forced to
close the school indefinitely. After that, both government officials and individual
Tibetans started sending their children to English schools in Kalimpong, Darjeeling
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and Gangtok at their own expense. The monastic people were indeed patriotic
and passionate about their religion, but they opposed the school only under the
influence of the Kuomintang government which wanted to prevent Tibet’s progress
in international relations.

In 1945, the World War II came to an end and the United Nations came into
being. The Tibetan government planned to send Dzasak Thupten Samphel and
Dzasak Kheme Sonam Wangdu to offer congratulations to the US, Britain and
China for the grand victory of the Allied Nations in the war. Richardson, the British
representative in Lhasa, told the Kashag that the Kuomintang was going to hold a
national assembly the following year, and if the Tibetan government participated in
the meeting, it would not only violate the Simla Convention but also severely damage
Tibetan political status in future. The Kashag replied that the purpose of sending the
Tibetan delegation was merely to congratulate the US, Britain and China on their
victory in the World War 1I, and they had no other things to do besides that.

The Chinese Bureau Officer in Lhasa, Shen Tsung-lien, devolved his
responsibilities to his assistant in Lhasa and himself left with the Tibetan delegates
as their guide. In India, the delegation presented the congratulatory letter and gifts
to the Indian Viceroy, Lord Wavel"®, during an official ceremony. They left the
congratulatory letter and gifts for the US president with the US ambassador to
India in Delhi, instead of going to US. In Nanking, they delivered the letters and
presents sent by the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan government to Chang Kai-shek,
Xunting Yon and the Chinese Foreign Affairs Office. After that, when they were
about to return, unfortunately, Dzasak Kheme’s wife suddenly became ill and died.
Therefore, they could not return to Lhasa immediately.

In May 1949, the Kuomintang National Assembly was held and they announced
in different newspapers that the Tibetan delegates had come to attend the meeting,
creating an impression that Tibet was part of China. The Tibetan government
announced that the Tibetan delegation would never take part in the meeting, against
the orders of the government. Later, in 1959, when the delegates of the International
Commission of Jurists (IC])* came to Mussoorie, they inquired Dzasak Kheme about
the matter. He replied that they went there [China)] only to deliver a congratulatory
message and gifts, and that they did not do anything besides this. He further explained
to them, “At that time we heard some monk officials of the Tashi Lhunpo Labrang
and some Khampas, pretending themselves as representatives of Tibet, were attending
the meeting. So some of us went to the meeting hall as observers to see what those
Tibetans would say in the meeting. The Chinese media might have taken photos of us
and published false reports in their newspapers, but none of us attended the meeting
nor did we put our signatures on the constitutional draft.” This is the testimony about
the event given by a real member of the Tibetan delegation in the presence of the
members of the International Commission of Jurists.
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In 1946, just after the World War 11, a civil war broke out in Korea.” The
Chinese sent troops to help North Korea in the so-called “War to Resist America
and Aid Korea” and the UN sent its troops o help South Korea. The UN troops
were defeated, and the US sent its troops to help South Korea. An intense war
was fought. At that time, as for India, it was an interim period because the Brirish
government was going to give independence ro India after a few nionths. An Asian
Relauons Conference was about to be held in India. India sencan invitation w Tibet
through the Tibcetan Foreign Affairs Office to attend the conference. The Tibetan
government sent Taiji Sampho Tsewang Rigzin and Khenchung Lobsang Wangyal,
with Rimshi Kyipug Lobsang Wangdu as translator, to attend the conference.
On March 23, 1947 when the Asian Conference was held at Indraprastha Kila,
a historical building in Delhi, the Tibetan national flag was hoisted among the
flags of other nations on equal status and height. Taiji Sampho Tsewang Ringzin, 2
Tibetan delegate, delivered a speech at the conterence, and the record of his speech
and his photos taken during the conference are found in many books, I therefore
will not bother to insert them here.

B. The Scra Violence: Its Causes and Suppression

In general, Regent Taktra Rinpoche and the ex-regent Reting Hutukeu shared a
pure teacher-disciple bond and a close friendly relationship. Nevertheless, they
and their monasteries, including even their followers, plunged into a birtter feud,
whether they acted at the instigation of their influential servants or enemies, or it
was 1 manifestation of a bad omen that the religious and political status of Tibet
was degenerating. The real immediate cause of their conflict was as explained below.
The monasteries and rich people used to charge enormous and accumulative interest
on grains and money lent to poor people. At the close of every fall, debt collectors
would go to each house and forcefully collect from them the original amount of
the loan as well as the interest. In the case of debtors not able to return the loan
and the interest, the debt collector would take away their cattle and properties. The
poor peopie were hence suffering much. In 1944, the Tibetan National Assembly
therefore submitted a proposal to the Kashag to abolish the exploitation of the
poor people. The Kashag accordingly issued a decree to all the district officers and
estates owners across the country, instructing them to excuse all those people who
were really poor from repaying loans and interest, and to take back the loan and
interest from other debtors on a reduced interest rate within ten years as per the
government’s system of interest reduction. The decree instructed all the district
officers ro conduct investigations and act accordingly without failure. In the fall
of 1945, loan collectors of Sera Je College and Ngagpa Monastery in Lhundup



82 Political & Military History of Tibet Vol-I1

disrrict of Phenpo acted against the government’s order. The people therefore
lodged a complaint against them to the district officer. Before having a proper talk,
the debrt collectors, proud of their monasteries, beat the acting district officer to
death. The government appointed a nine-member probe committee comprised by
taiji. khendrung and tsipon officials to investigate the matter. The committee sent
a notice to the main culprits to report to the investigation office, but they did
not. Morcover, the monks of Sera Je and the Tantric College boycotted the Grear
Prayer Festival of 1946 as a mark of protest against the government. The probe
committee investigated the matter and passed sentences to the main offenders and
their accomplices involved in the murder of the acting district officer. Some of them
were expelled from the monastery and some were banished far away, while others
were given a token punishment as a warning. Abbot Ngawang Gyatso of Sera Je
College immediately fled to Kham.

In the same year, when the ex-regent Reting Rinpoche came to Lhasa to perform
a consecration ceremony at the renovated assembly hall of Sera Je College, he paid a
visit to the Taktra Rinpoche. Afterwards, rumours circulated in Lhasa that the two
had a disagreement on the issue of the government’s policy on loan reform, which
was opposed by the Reting Rinpoche.

After that, one evening in September that year (1946), when Tsipon Lhalu
Tsewang Dorji was coming back home from Lhasa, someone near Lukangs
residence, behind the Dzong, made several snipe-shots with an attempt to kill him.
In another incident, in 1947, on the evening of the Butter-sculpture Ceremony of
the Great Prayer Festival, the Regent and the cabinet ministers had to cancel their
visit to the ceremony (sensing danger to their lives). Thereafter, many pamphlets
and unsigned letters were found littered in the courtyard of Taktra’s residence. One
day, Khendrung Ngawang Namgyal received a parcel box with the label, “To the
Regent Rinpoche through Khendrung Ngawang Namgyal, from the Governor-
General of Kham.” When he opened it, there was a handmade grenade, which
exploded. He immediately reported the incident to the Kashag. ~ The Kashag
ordered the Security Office [at the Pozala] and Lhasa mayor and magistrate of Shol
[Nangtseshag] to investigate the case and keep constant surveillance. On the 23
February, Regent Taktra, cabinet members and Master Chamberlain held a high-
level meeting. That evening, Kalon Surkhang and Lhalu, leading a force of around
400 officers and soldiers of the Drapchi Regiment, went to arrest Reting Rinpoche
at his residence of Radreng. On the 24 February, the Kashag summoned the drungtsi

officials to the Kashag office in the Potala Palace and explained the case and then
gave the following instruction:

According to the secret-coded telegram we reccived from the Tiber Bureau Office

in Nanking. the ex-regent Reting Rinpoche had sent his officials to Nanking to
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tell Chang Kai-shek, the President of the Kuomintang government of China, that
Regent Taktra was not doing justice to his subjects, and to request military support
from him in the event of war against the Regent unless the Regent abdicated his
post. Because of such incidents that endanger the present and future political and
religious affairs of Tibet, last night two ministers, along with a force, were sent to
arrest and bring Reting Rinpoche to Lhasa. You drungtss officials should go and seal
the Radreng Labrang as well as the residence of Yabshi Phunkhang and Sadhutsang
who were under suspicion. You should summon the two former Reting Dzasak
officials to the gate of Kashopa’s residence.

On the 25 February, when Lobsang Tendar, the abbot of Sera Je College. was
returning to his monastery after a meeting [in Lhasa], some monks of Sera Je
pounced upon him and beat him up to death. The reason for this might have been
because he sided with Regent Taktra against the Reting Rinpoche.

On the 27 February, Surkhang and Lhalu returned to Lhasa with the Reting
Rinpoche. Tsechag, in charge of the government’s treasury, had prepared a special
cell at the Sharchenchog prison for Reting. Khardo Trulku was also arrested in
connection with the Radreng’s case. Because of such disturbing events in Lhasa in
that year, even the annual Tsogcho Ceremony®* had to be cancelled.

When the arrest team with the Reting Rinpoche was on way to Lhasa, several
hundred monks of Sera Je attacked them at Langchen Hill, to the east of Lhasa, in
attempt to release the Reting Rinpoche. The cavalry escorting the Reting Rinpoche
had to retreat to some distance. The Tibetan troops stationed in the Jerag area saw
the monks and rushed towards them, firing machine-guns sideways at the rocks
(just to disperse the monks). The monks immediately fled to their monastery or
disappeared into nearby willow groves. Then, the Reting Rinpoche, wearing normal
clothing and carrying normal horse equipment, accompanied by the arrest team,
reached Lhasa. After surmounting from the horse at the Potala Palace, Brigadier
Shukyupa and Colonel Shipa Kalsang of the Drapchi Regiment, holding his hands,
led him to Sharchenchog prison. The prison officials, including Lungshar Ogyan
Dorji, the mayor of Lhasa, and Tsedrung Meru Thupten Nyima as well as some
colonels and captains of the Drapchi and Gyantse regiments, who were in their full
official dress and caps, received him with great respect. He was seated on a cushior.
and served him tea. However, he was in melancholic mood and his face wore an
expression of anxiety. Thereafter, handing over the things of Reting Rinpoche to the
prison officials, the escort members dispersed.

At that time, the monks of Sera Je broke into the Sadhutsang’s house and took
away all the weapons and took Sadhu Chondzc to their monastery. They threatened to
take violent actions against the government if the Reting Rinpoche was not released.
They fired on the Lhasa police force, killing several police officers. Prompted by many
such unlawful actions of the monks, Kashopa and Lhalu summoned all the officials
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of Sera Je College at the Drapchi Regiment’s barrack and rold them thar it would be
better for the monks to reconcile through a peacetul method, or else the government
would be forced to resort to military action to suppress them. Many traders and other
patrons and sponsors of Sera Monastery advised the monks that they should behave
properly and peacefully reconcile with the government, but the monks remained
stubborn. The government thus decided to use force to quell the riot. At that time,
the troops of the regiments of the Kadang Bodyguard and Drapchi as well as the
Chadang Police Force were in Lhasa. In addition, Colonel Bu Gangpa of the Shigatse
Regiment and some of his soldiers had arrived in Lhasa for some other purposes. As
per the government’s instruction, the troops of the Gyantse Regiment travelled on a
forced march and arrived in Lhasa. They were temporarily kept at Palri and Nyangra.
The Bodyguard troops were placed around the left side of Sera Monastery and the
Gyantse troops along the mountain side through Phabongka. The Drapchi troops
were ordered to remain ar the right side of the monastery and the hilltop of Sera Tseso.
They were ready to suppress the monks if they resorted to violence.

Among those who were imprisoned at Sharchenchog prison on grounds of
having conspired with the Reting Rinpoche were Yabshi Phunkhang Gung Tashi
Dorji and his son Gonpo Tsering; Dzasak Jampal Gyaltsen and ex-Dzasak Jamyang
Delek of the Reting Labrang; Khardo Trulku Kalsang Thupten; Sadhu Lo Gedun;
and Chibje Jingpa Phuntsok Tseten. Khardo Trulku faced the heaviest charge.

When the Reting Rinpoche was in prison, his servants brought food and tea to
him from his Labrang twice a day. When the servants came with food and tea, the
prison gatekeepers would call the two security guards of the Reting Rinpoche to
collect the food. The guards would then give the food to the Rinpoche, and ask him
what he would like to have for the next meal. The Rinpoche had lost his appetite
and could not eat as before. He complained of high blood pressure. He would use
stacks of pillows while sleeping. Later, Tsedrung Meruwa, one of the two security
guards, was replaced by Tsedrung Yeshi Thupten.

Two days after the Reting Rinpoche was imprisoned, when the sounds of
artillery shots of the Sera War were heard, the Rinpoche worriedly said, “Many
monks might have been killed or wounded!” The two guards replied that they did
not know how many monks were killed or wounded, but the monastery was not
destroyed.” Except for the two official guards of the Rinpoche and colonels and
captains of the Tibetan army with official assignments, no one was allowed to visit
the prison. The officers and soldiers of the Khadang and the Ngadang regiments had
pitched tents round and above the Sharchenchog prison and patrolled the prison.

A few days after that, the investigation committee began the trial of the Reting
case. First of all, Khardo Trulku and Reting Dzasaks were investigated in the
trial room. After that, the Reting Rinpoche was brought to the trial room by the
two security guards, escorted by ten guards and the chief prison official Kalsang



Internal Power Struggle During the Periods of Regent Reting and Regent Takera 85

Ngawang. The trial was held in the lower room of the Deyangshar in the Potala
Palace. The two guards led him into the trial room, while the rest of the guards
remained near the door. He was seated on a cushion on the floor in front of the
members of the investigation committee. After that, the two security guards would
wait near the door outside the room.

The investigation committee comprised the following members: Khendrung
Talama Thupten Norsang, Khendrung Bumthangpa Thupten Chophel, Khendrung
Ngawang Namgyal, Khendrung Ngawang Drakpa, Tsipon Lukangwa Tsewang
Rapten, Tsipon Shakabpa Wangchuk Deden, Tsipon Ngabo Ngawang Jigme, Tsipon
Namlingpa Paljor Jigme, Dzasak Tsarong Dasang Dradul, Dzasak Kalsang Tsultrim
(monk commander-in-chief), Dzasak Dokhar Phuntsok Rabgyal (commander-in-
chief), Dzasak Kheme Sonam Wangdu. There were also abbots and representatives of
the three great monasteries and all the fourth ranking officers with the rimshi titles.

The Reting Rinpoche was summoned for three sessions of trial. Each trial
session took about two hours. When the trial of the day finished, the Rinpoche was
taken back to prison by the two guards. At that time, he was in poor health; he was
suffering from high blood pressure and breathing problems. During a break time
of the trial, he once said to the two guards with sadness, “They had really created
many troubles—I did not know that!”* The two guards told him that he should
not worry, as everything would be all right and would become clear.

During the investigations, Chibje Jingpa was found to be the mastermind
behind the hand grenade case. The bomb actually belonged to the Tibetan army,
and he stole it during the time of a former brigadier, who was his relative. Since that
parcel bomb created a major hostility between Reting and Taktra, he was convicred
of a serious offense.

One day, while in prison, the Reting Rinpoche handed three packets containing
letters and pairs of onyxes to the two guards to be given to the Trijang Rinpoche,
Kashopa and Bumgthang, The guards handed the packets to the chief prison officer,
who opened and read the letters. In the letters, the Reting Rinpoche had requested
to secure his release from the prison immediately and to restore his Labrang. In the
letter addressed to Kashopa, he had said that during the investigation he did not
mention about the letter he had received from Kashopa through Shide Nyungne
Lama. The prison officer gave the letters to the chief steward of the Regent [Taktra
Rinpoche], Nedron Thupten Lekmon, who kept them secret. The assembly
seemed to be unaware of the letters at the time.

During the investigation, the committee showed the Reting Rinpoche one
by one all the letters he had received from Nyungne Lama, Khardo Trulku and
Kutsa Dzasak who collectively instigated him to assassinate the Regent Taktra.
The committee also showed him his handwritten replies found in the letter file of
Nyungne Lama, and questioned him about them. He immediately confessed and
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told them that he would apologize to the Regent Rinpoche for all the mistakes he
had committed and that he would prostrate to him.

Khardo Trulku admitted that he sent one of his servants to kill Tsipon Lhalu and
that the servant hid near the Lukhang's residence, behind the Dzong fort, and shot
arrows at Lhalu. Regarding the hand grenade, it came to light that Chibje Jingpa
gave it to Nyungne Lama, who parceled it to Regent Taktra, with the label, “From
the Governor-General of Kham to Regent”. All the main culprits were convicted
with sentences in accordance with the seriousness of their offenses, and others who
were involved in the incident were punished in accordance with the law and those
who were found innocent were relieved. Thus, the investigation committee decided
the Reting’s case with a fair trial and passed an honest verdict.

After that, the Reting Rinpoche’s health deteriorated. He asked the two guards
to bring from his Labrang the medicine he used to take before. His servant who
brought food to him was asked to bring the medicine. When the medicine came,
the chief prison officer asked the National Assembly whether he should give the
medicine to the Rinpoche. He was told to first consult a doctor. The Rinpoche
said that he wanted to see the doctor of the western clinic at Dekyilingka Park, but
the assembly instructed that they should call the Dalai Lama’s personal physician
Khyenrab Norbu from Mentsikhang. The physician examined him and gave him
some medicines, which aggravated his condition. His voice became hoarse. He was
not able to go to the toilet and he had to pass urine and stool in a box. He was then
given three pills of agar 35 > mixed with pork soup, as prescribed by the doctor,
and his condition slightly improved. In the 28th day, at around 3 o'clock in the
morning, he passed away. The chief prison officer, the two guards, Jolak Jampa and
army officers who were on security duty there made prayers and offerings. After
daybreak, they reported his death to the Assembly, who in turn instructed them to
submit a written report detailing the exact manner how he died. Dzasak Tsarong
and all the officials with khendrung rank as representatives of the Assembly, and
the representatives of Sera Je Monastery and Shide Monastery went to examine
the dead body. They reported that except for a small bruise on his buttock there
were no any injuries or signs of physical torture on his body. The following day,
Khenchung Lobsang Namgyal, with assistants, was assigned the task of conducting
the funeral ceremony for the Rinpoche. The monks of Shide Monastery took the
body to their monastery where they conducted grand funeral rituals.

Taking advantage of the situation, two Kuomintang spies tried to create
hostilities between people by spreading rumors that the Reting Rinpoche was
assassinated by Tsedrung Yeshi Thupten and Lungshar Ogyan Dotji, the two
official guards assigned to him, by strangling him, pressing his secret organ of
poisoning him at the order of the Tibetan government. They further rumored
that in reward for their crimes, Tsedrung Yeshi Thupten was appointed as district
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officer of Drachen Dzong and Lungshar Ogyan Dorje as the mayor of Lhasa city.
The Chinese circulated such rumors to destroy the unity of the Tibetan people.
Unfortunately, the Reting Rinpoche’s followers were completely swayed by such
rumours. Taking advantage of this, the Chinese manipulated the story of the
event with an attempt to stir up controversies among Tibetans to achieve their
political goals. However, we have documental evidences to prove that no one
killed the Reting Rinpoche.

[ have writien here a brief account of the Reting incident based on what |
have heard from army ofhcers, including Colonel Bumlu Khangpa and my father
Gyantse Caprain Kharsampa—both from the Gyantse Regiment—who were on
security duty at the prison during the incident.

The actual Sera War began before the Reting Rinpoche passed away. The Sera
monks launched heavy attacks on the Tibetan troops from the hilltop of Sera, main
road and from inside the monastery. The troops fired back artilleries in defense. The
riot was brought under control after three days. Several members of both sides were
either killed or wounded during the violence. All the main perpetrators were arrested
and put under investigation. Nyungne Lama of Shide Monastery, who masterminded
the violence, was hiding inside the Nubma House in Lhasa; he committed suicide.
Khardo Trulku Kalsang Thupten Nyendrak and Kutsa Dzasak were sent to the newly
built prison near the Bodyguard Regiment for life imprisonment. Others who were
found guilty of taking part in the in